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Theologiae Moralis Elementa
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(by Revv. Aloisius Piscetta and Andrew Gennaro, S. C.)
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1) De actibus humanis - 2) De conscientia  -  3) De legibus  - 4) De peccatis.
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T h e w ork is d ivided into seven volum es of w hich the first has ju st been published.
I t  comprises the fundam ental treatises o f m oral theology, v iz:—
de actib us hum anis, de conscientia, de legibus, de peccatis.
E ach  treatise is prefaced b y  a table w hich presents in brief a com plete idea o f the w hole. 

T he m atter is so d ivided into disputations, headings, articles, titles and sub-divisions th a t the reader 
has in the division itself every help and assistance to m astering the te xt.

A s to the subject m atter, it  is sufficient to state th a t its author, F ather A loysiu s P iscetta , 
S . C ., D . D ., is well-known for his ability  as a Professor o f M oral Theology and Canon L a w , for 
he has held this post for forty years a t the H igher Sem inary a t T urin , and is, m oreover, Dean 
o f the F a cu lty  of T heology in the U n iversity  of Turin .

H is collaborator, F ath er Andrew  Gennaro, S . C., D . D ., has been teaching T heology for several 
years in the International Sem inary o f 'th e  Salesian S ociety .

T h e authors h ave n ot restricted them selves to a bare and sim ple exposition o f theories and 
opinions, b u t have treated the m atter w ith a fulness o f discussion and depth of argum ent, tak in g 
accou n t o f a ll the m ost modern results o f scientific investigation. T h u s they offer to the stu d en t 
the m eans of know ing fu lly  such m atters as are m ost im portant for the safe exercise of the priestly  
m inistry. A  com plete list o f condemned propositions precedes the te x t, and each of these prcpos- 
sitions is num bered in accordance w ith the list found in the E nchiridion Sym bolorum , etc. of 
B enziger. Follow ing this list there is an index o f writers on M oral Theology and sim ilar m atters 
More than 600 authors are there enum erated, and more than 1000 w orks are referred to in th is 
list. I t  is one o f the m ost com plete bibliographies in p rin t, and has been com piled with much 
care, a fter consulting m any authors, and n o tab ly  the ' ‘N om en clatur”  of H urter, and the excellent, 
lists o f Gaude, G enicot, and Lehm kul.

Tw o v e ry  copious appendices follow the text. T h e first is a Sum m ary of over 40 pages, w h ich '' 
epitom ises the te xt, under the same headings, d ivisions and sub-divisions as the te x t itself. T h is  
arrangem ent is a novel one, b u t w ill be ve ry  welcom e to the reader for it w ill enable him  to 
review  w ith great fa cility  the whole of the m atter he has studied. The second appendix is 
the usual a lp habetical and a n a lytica l one, w hich enables the reader to locate w ith  facility  an y 
p articu lar p art o f the treatise wicli he wishes to consult.

T h e  rem aining six volum es w ill follow successively in due course. T h ey  are as follows:

V ol. II. —  d e  o b l i g a t i o n i b u s  e r g a  d e u m  e t . n o s  i p s o s : (i° De virtutibus theologicis/ 2° De vir- 
tute religionis; 30 De prudentia, forlifudine et temperavtia).

Vol. III. —  d e  o b l i g a t i o n i b u s  e r g a  p r o x i m u m  : (i° De iustitia et ju re ;  20 De ininriis et restitu
tio n  ; 30 De contractibus).

V ol. IV. —  D E  O B L I G A T I O N I B U S  p e c u l i a r i b u s  e t  d e  p o e n i s  e c c l e s i a s t i c i s .

V o l .  V . — D E  S A C R A  M E N T I S  IN  G E N E R E  E T  D E  Q U I N Q U E  P R I M I S  S A C R A M E N T I S  I N  S P E C I E .  (l° De Sa-
cramends in genere; 2° De Baptismo; 30 D e Confirmatione; 40 De Eucharistia; 50 De Poetiitentia; 6° De 
Extrema Unctione).

Vol. V I. —  D E  O R D I N E  E T  D E  M A T R I M O N I O .

V ol. V II. —  D E  S E X T O  E T  N O N O  P R A E C E P T O  D E C A L O G I : D E  U S U  M A T R I M O N I I  E T  D E  R A T I O N E  S E R 

V A N D A  IN  S A C R A M E N T O R U M  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N S .
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The Rector Major’s Annual letter to the Co-operators

My dear Co-operators,
L o y a l friends and benefactors of our Salesian 
works, this is n ot the first tim e I have had the 
pleasure of addressing you, for last y ea r  after 
the. death of our revered Superior, D on A lbera, 
it fell to  m y lo t to inform  you  of the state of 
our S ociety to  the support of which you  con
tribu te  so m uch, and again in the m onth of 
M ay after m y election I  felt it to  be m y d u ty  to 
w rite expressing m y sincerest than ks to  you 
for you r good wishes and prayers, and to  ask 
for a continuance of you r generous support. 
H avin g subm itted to  G od’s holy w ill expressed 
to  me through our confreres, and taken up m y 
duties as R ector M ajor of the Salesian Congre
gation, and rem em bering how Don Bosco, 
D on R u a and the late Don A lbera had to  de
clare th a t w ithout your generous help th ey 
would never have been able to accom plish their 
great work. I also have com e now fu lly  to  un
derstand th a t w ithout you I can do nothing. 
A nd now th a t I  have the good fortune of ad 
dressing you  for the third  tim e I feel called 
upon before proceeding an y further, to  say  to 
you, and th a t v e ry  heartly, Thanks'.

Thanks, m y dear and generous Co-operators, 
for your continued ch arity  tow ards the Sons 
of Don Bosco; for the rem em brance in your 
prayers; for your moral and m aterial support; 
for the propaganda you have made on behalf 
of our Society; for y our daily  alms! How 
true and how evident it is, th a t Salesian work 
in G od’s own work!, Our H o ly  Founder has 
long ago gone to  his reward; his first and second

successor have also passed aw ay; a whole 
m ultitude of Salesian Co-operators have already 
gone to  en joy th e rew ard of their good deeds; 
and y e t the G reat W ork begun and propagated 
b y  these, lives and prospers yet: n ay, it even 
goes ahead more vogorously and seems to  gather 
force w ith the passing of time: an evident exam 
ple of w hat can be done when divine assistance 
is a t hand, and. the w orkm en have a spirit of 
fa ith . Ours is tru ly  a w ork of D ivine P rovi
dence, and it is Our L a d y  H elp of Christians 
who with m otherly solicitude urges generous 
benefactors to come to our assistance and m ake 
our work possible. Blessed be God for H is 
great goodness to  us, and all thanks to  Our 
H eaven ly M other for her help- and protection!

Don Bosso must be our Guide!
B u t the prosperity we have m et w ith  proves 

to  us more clearly than anythun g else the need 
there is for holding ever more closely to the pro
gram m e laid down by Don Bosco, and of carry
ing it out in the same spirit in which be conceived 
and explained it, if our labours are to  continue 
to  en joy the approval and blessing of God. 
Y e a r  b y  year this d u ty  increases for us, and 
w ith  it the necessity of going again and again 
to  the proper sources to find out and stu d y w hat 
Don Bosco ta u gh t and did, and to  hold scru
pulously to  his teaching and exam ple. To 
this very  stu d y  the Sovereign Pontiff 
him self has urged us more than once: when 
for instance, he eulogised the virtue and apos- 
to late  of Our Venerable Father, and again
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when be urged us earnestly to l ive according 
to  his spirit. The Bulletin has for several 
m onths successively reported his words to  you 
and I will not now stop to repeat them . I t  is 
enough to recall how, in the precious autograph 
letter which he sent to  the members of the 
Tw elfth  General Chapter, the H oly Father pray ed 
“ T h a t the Sons o f Don Bosco, im itating more and 
more the virtues, of their Father and Founder, 
w ith unchanging fidelity following and pre
serving the traditions established by him, m ight 
labour ever for the salvation  of souls” . And 
for me it is a great consolation to  be able to. 
declare th a t this w as ex a ctly  the aspiration and 
aim  of our General Chapter—  ‘ ‘ to understand 
and develop alw ays more fa ith fu lly  the Salesian 
program m e’'.

On the 4th  of M ay the Members of the Chapter 
went in pilgrim age to the humble cottage where 
D on Bosco w as born, and there th e y  subscribed 
to  this solemn declaration: “ On this 4th d ay 
of M ay, O Venerable Father, we, your sons 
from  every  p art of the world, Members of the 
T w elfth  General Chapter of. your Society, have 
come in solemn pilgrim age to  this poor house in 
which you  were born, to fortify  ourselves w ith 
th at same fa ith  which y ou had in D ivine P ro
vidence. and to  renew unanim ously the solemn 
resolution of preserving you r w ork whole and 
inviolate according to  th e system  w hich you laid 
down for it, and of working with your hum ility, 
w ith your p ie ty  and w ith  your p o verty  only for 
the salvation  of souls". Do n ot wonder then, 
m y dear Co-operators, if I dare to  adjoin th at, 
w hilst I m yself will strive  to  im itate better and 
better the virtues of the Venerable Don Bosco, 
as Superior of the Salesian Congregation I shall 
hold scrupulously to this one program m e, “ To 
follow and to  preserve the adm irable traditions 
left b y  Don Bosco, and to  procure th a t those 
who are his sons and admirers shall labour w ith 
his zeal for the salvation  of souls” . This I have 
prom ised the H oly F ath er and I  thin k it  is good 
to repeat it  now to you.

The Kindness of the Sovereign Pontiff.

And now  m y mind turns gratefu lly  to the 
H o ly  F ather who has lavished  upon the Salesians 
during the past few m onths so m any proofs of 
his paternal solicitude. Y o u  must have noticed 
ho w often the V icar of Christ called upon Our 
Venerable F ath er Don Bosco to  bless his Sons 
and D aughters and their labours, and you have 
also seen the great cord iality  w ith w hich he 
sent autograph congratu latory letters to  H . E. 
Cardinal Cagliero on the occasion of his Diam ond 
Jubilee, and to the D aughters of M ary Help

of Christians who last year celebrated the Golden 
Jubilee of their Institution. M oreover when we 
prom oted the N ational Italian  Congress a t 
Casale M onferrato in honour of the Sacred 
H eart, he sent us a most kind and encouraging 
letter, and other proofs of his confidence in the 
hum ble Sons of Don Bosco he showed in his 
nom ination of Monsignor Piani as T itu lar A rch 
bishop of D ram a and Delegate Apostolic to  the 
Philippines; Monsignor K lond as Adm inistrator 
Apostolic in Higher Silesia; Monsignor E m m a
nuel d ’O liveira as Bishop of G oyaz and Mon
signor E rnest Coppo as T itu lar Bishop of P a- 
leopolis and Vicar A postolic of K im berley, 
A ustralia. H e also honoured us b y  wishing 
to  include some of our membres am ongst his 
en voys to fam ine-striken Russia, and b y a p 
pointing some of our confreres to assist in his 
name the refugees from  Sm yrna.

B u t above all we m ust hold in perpetual re
m em brance the precious privilege, which the 
H oly F ath er has extended to all who in any 
w ay form part of the Salesian Fam ily , of being 
able to  gain, each tim e th a t we ,make some 
devout ejaculation  whilst engaged in our ordi
n ary duties, 400 days indulgence and a P lenary 
Indulgence once a day, applicable to the Souls 
in P urgatory. I m ade bold to  ask such a sin
gular favour from E is  Holiness so th a t we 
m ight be all incited to  im itate more and more 
our father, Don Bosco, b y  livin g as he did, ha
b itu ally  united  to God, and to  san ctify  all our 
occupations b y  offering them  devou tly  to Our 
Lord. I am  certain, m y dear Co-operators, 
th a t you  all undestand how p recious a favour 
this is, and th a t you  un ite w ith me in expressing 
again to  the H oly Father our most devoted 
thanks.

Other Consoling Achievments.

I t  is a further great consolation for me to  see 
how zealously and consistently you  carry out 
the program m e laid  down b y Don Bosco for 
Salesian Co-operators. This I have had proof 
o f on m any different occasions: at N izza Monfer
rato when together w ith  the Third International 
Congress of the Past  Pupils of the D aughters 
of M ary H elp of Christians a m eeting was con
vened in connection w ith  Salesian projects and 
activities; at the above-m entioned First N a 
tional Sacred H eart Congress a t Casale, and 
more particu larly  a t th e Seventh Convention 
of Diocesan D irectors as also here in V aldocco 
when we had the Reunion of P ast Pupils who 
are now members of the Clergy.

It. is also ve ry  encouraging for us to  know 
th a t H. E . The Cardinal Archbishop of Turin
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has begun "the Informative Process of the Or
dinary as to the sanctity, virtues and miracles 
of Don Bosco's first successor, the Servant of 
God, Michael Rua. Pray earnestly for this 
cause which after that of Don Bosco, will be the 
most glorious and edifying for our Pious So
ciety. And since we are in duty bound to 
identify ourselves with the spirit of Don Bosco, 
we must learn what this means from Don Rua 
for he had the good fortune of living continually 
at Don Bosco’s side, and when he became Su
perior, he trod so faithfully in the footsteps of 
his spiritual father, that for the Congregation 
it seemed as though Don Bosco was still alive.

And since we are on the subject, allow me 
to invite you to pray for the Cause of all our 
Servants of God: for Dominic Savio, our mode) 
for youth; for Don Andrew Beltrami, a model 
for priests and religious; for Don Augusto Kzar- 
toryski a faithful follower of Don Bosco; for 
vSister Mary Mazzarello, first Superior General 
and esteemed model of the Daughters of Mary 
Help of Christians; but above all for our Vene
rable Father Don Bosco. I t  is already three 
years since the acts of his apostolic process were 
completed by the Curia at Turin and taken to 
Rome, and there is every reason to hope that 
this year may see the preparatory processes for 
the examination of the heroism of his virtue 
completed. Therefore I ask you to recommend 
this cause each day to Jesus in the Blessed Sa
crament, and to Mary Help of Christians, so 
that it may turn out triumphantly for the glory 
of Don Bosco, and bring a blessing on the three 
branches of the Salesian Family.

Interesting Details of the Work 
done in 1922.

(I) B y the Salesians.
For all of us it is a consolation, and something 

for which we ought to thank God, to perceive 
the continuance of the shower of blessings which 
enables us to push forward the works already 
begun, and to undertake new ones. Former pro
mises, exceptional needs and the confident 
hope of being able this year to obtain many 
vocations for our Congregation have urged us 
to many new activities, and our success will 
depend to a great extent on your kindly in
terest. Several new houses have been opened 
in Italy: one at Perugia for which negotiations 
were begun in the time of Leo X II I ; others at 
Torre Annunziata near Naples and at Santulus- 
surgiu in Sardegna; a fourth in the Republic 
of San Marino together with the custody of 
the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Consolation,

5

Patroness of the Republic; another at Borgata 
Monterosa and finally the new church of Our 
Lady of the Rosary.

Special mention must be made of the new 
Institute erected at Este for the formation of 
new personnel, and a new house at Chieri for 
our sick confreres. Three new houses have been 
established in Poland; one at Lodz, one at Var- 
savia and one at Antonievo. A new Agricul
tural School is being undertaken at Warrens-

Mgr. Piani, S. C. Delegate Apostolic 
to the Philippines.

town in Ireland and a Professional one at Zab- 
gabria. In the Belgian Congo, Africa, a new 
Missionary Residence has been erected, and 
different branches of Salesian work have been 
commenced at Santiago in Cuba, Toluca in 
Mexico, Yunja in Columbia, St Rita in Brazil, 
Castex in the Central Pampas and at St. An
tonio in Patagonia.

This does not exhaust the list of our new 
undertakings, for in nearly all of our houses, or 
in their vicinity, many other developments in 
conformity with our spirit have taken place.
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Several F estive  Oratories have been opened as 
at V illastellone near Turin, at B ilbao and a t 
M adrid in Spain. Various Parishes have come 
under our care such as S t. Miguel, Salvador; 
A quidanno in M atto Grosso and San dy Point 
in the S traits of M agellan. N ew  In stitutes 
for late vocation s are being built a t B eala in 
P oland and a t Sliem a M alta; and in view  of 
the rapid increase of the Mission-fields en 
trusted  to  the Congregation, a new  In stitute, 
nam ed after Cardinal Cagliero, has been opened 
a t Ivrea  to  train  up m issionary vocations.

The T ercenten ary of the E rection  of the Con
gregation  of the Propaganda has inspired the 
Sons of Don Bosco w ith  a new ardour for the 
great A postolate, and this year we have been 
able to send m any to  help their confreres la
bouring on the Missions. T w en ty-eight priests 
and lay-brothers, and nin ety clerics went back  
to  the Missions w ith the Superiors who had come 
to  the General Chapter, so th a t in all one hun
dred and tw en ty  noble and generous hearts 
from  am ongst our brethren h ave this year 
responded to the injunction of Our Lord to 
go and teach all nations’ . Tw o of the new m is

sionaries w ent to  Assam , and I  am  glad to  be 
able to te ll you th a t three new houses have been 
established there during the past year; an Or
phanage a t Shillong and tw o other houses at 
R alian g and Gonhati.

(II) By the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians.

The Salesian Sisters have also had to register 
during 1922, their Jubilee year, m any precious 
m arks of divine assistance and sym path y. The 
d ay set apart for the com m em oration of their 
Foundation  was indeed a veritable trium ph 
for the hum ble sisters. The people of Turin, 
the C ivil and E cclesiastical Authorities, C ar
dinals, Archbishops and Bishops, Governm ent 
M inisters and P ast and Present Pupils of the 
Sisters vied  w ith  one another in doing honour 
to  Don B osco ’s second fam ily  of religious, and 
in joining w ith  them  in their prayers of th an ks
giving. The name of Sister M ary M azzarello 
has indeed come to  be regarded w ith the greatest 
reverence, and it seems it has pleased God to  
exalt his hum ble servan t in the eyes of all.

M any new houses have been founded b y  the 
sisters also during this happy year. In Ita ly  
three orphanages have been opened; one a t 
Caluso, one at M oncalvo and a third  at B arcel
lo n a  near Messina. An A sylum  for war- 
orphans has been taken  over at Rom e, a P ro
fessional School a t Lessona, a new Residence 
at Milan and new houses at N ovello d ’A lba and

M onferrato, besides Oratories, W orkshops and 
K indergartens a t M azzarino and Parco. N ew  
houses have been opened in G erm any and 
Poland; a Professional School in Cuba; a house 
in Panam a and Schools w ith a W orkshop and 
O ratory in Colom bia.

The good sisters have also m ade a special 
effort in regard to  the Missions this year, for 
forty  new M issionary Sisters accom panied b y  
tw e n ty  N ovices and A spirants have gone forth 
to  help in spreading the light of the Gospel. 
One p a rty  w ent to  help their sisters already 
toiling on the Missions, and others w ent to  
found new Mission-houses, H ospices and Orphan
ages in T anjore, India; S t. R ita, M atto Grosso 
and vSt. Gabriel in the R io Negro, Brazil.

W hen one thinks of the numerous demands, 
th a t keep arriving for other new foundations, 
and the prodigious developm ent th a t has a l
ready been made, considering the difficulties to  
be overcom e, one is forced to  exclaim , “ H ow  
good God is to  the children of Don Bosco, how 
He seems to bless their labours, and how much 
more good could th e y  do were th e y  only more 
num erous!” .

Proposals for 1923.

A nd this brings us now to a v e ry  im portant 
part of the present letter. According to the 
dispositions of Don Bosco, his exam ple, and the 
exam ple of his successors, I m ust now, m y dear 
Co-operators, recommend to y our notice some 
special considerations for the new year. And 
to w hat from  am ongst the m any projects c la 
mouring for im m ediate realisation ought we 
specially to  devote ourselves during 1923?

Y ears ago— in 1885 to  be precise— I w as one 
d a y  ta lk in g w ith  Don Bosco who had ju st re
ceived news of the opening of a new house in 
B razil, and when I expressed m y surprise th a t 
another house had been opened there, the good 
father fixed his gaze upon me and said ve ry  de
liberately, “ In  tim e we shall have tw o hundred 
houses in B razil. This w ill n ot come about 
all a t once, the num ber will increase only gra 
dually, but we shall have at last tw o hundred” . 
Don B osco's words are com ing true as the years 
go by: we have already 61 houses there in
cluding those of the sisters. W hen shall we 
have half Don B osco's number? I have told  
you this in order to  show how Salesian work 
m ust go on extending more and more in every  
part of the world, and th a t therefore we m ust 
be continually  calling upon our Co-operators, 
for their support.

V e ry  soon our other missionaries will depart 
for E cuador and China w ith  Mgr. Comin and



T H E  SALESIAN BULLETIN 7

M gr. Versiglia; and another band w ill m ake 
their solemn departure from  the San ctuary 
o f M ary Help of Christians at Turin, and ac
com pany the new V icar Apostolic of K im berley 
to  far-off A ustralia. Then indeed Don Bosco 
will see his sons w orking in each of the five con
tinents of the world. The Salesians are being 
asked for everyw here and we should like to  be 
able to cope w ith  the dem and and establish 
m any more foundations, for the good th a t still 
rem ains to the done is immense. Therefore, 
m y dear Co-operators, I ask you to  stu d y  this 
problem  and help us to push forward our mis
sion-work more and more.

D on Bosco asked me once jokingly, when I 
w as D irector of the F igli di M aria, w hether I 
had y e t volunteered to go to Am erica. I  said 
I had n ot a ctu ally  volunteered but I was ready 
to  go any mom ent, if Don Bosco invited  me to 
do so. Then our H oly Founder said to  me: 
“ Y o u  will go on the Missions when there is 
no further need of sending others th ere” ; and 
he gave me to  understand th a t he wished me 
to dedicate m yself particularly  to fostering 
vocations. This conversation has alw ays been 
in m y mind, and 1 have a lw ays been happy 
when, b y  the grace of God, I have been able 
to  prom ote, assist or encourage a new vocation, 
w hether to  the Priesthood or to  the Religious 
S tate, because t his seem ed the mission specially 
recom m ended to me b y  Don Bosco. Perm it 
me then to ask y o u , m y dear Co-operators, to

Promote New Vocations, 
Religions, Sacerdotal and Missionary.

T his fostering of vocation s is one of the good 
w orks m ost clearly  laid down b y  Our Venerable 
Founder as suitable for o u r Salesian Co-operators. 
A n d vocation s are w anted to-d ay more than 
-ever, for a new era seems to be opening up for 
the Catholic Missions of the world. The Christ
ian peoples of our tim e are beginning to look 
w ith  compassion upon the poor savages and 
pagans who know  not God; and along w ith this 
th e y  have a profound adm iration for those 
who, leavin g home and fatherland, go forth  to 
gain souls for Christ and spread abroad the 
seeds of Christian civilization. A nd whilst 
m any follow w ith  live ly  interest the fortunes 
o f our Missionaries, others, especially am ongst 
our youn g people, are beginning to thin k ser
iously of g iv in g them selves to God as A postles 
and Missionaries, and are looking around for 
someone to aid them  in their holy design. E n 
courage these generous souls, m y good Co- 
operators. I o n ly  wish m y words could be 
heard b y  each and every one of them , for I

would invite them  to  come and range them 
selves under the standard of D on Bosco. I  
should say  to  them  w hat our Venerable F ather 
used to  say  to others in the old days: “ Come, 
and you  w ill be happy. Flere below  y ou will 
have bread, and plen ty  of work, but when th e  
tim e comes H eaven will certainly  be yours” . 
B read, W ork  and H eaven were w hat Don Bosco 
prom ised to  those who showed a desire to  enter 
his Congregation; and as bread and w ork are 
never w an tin g  to  Salesians, be assured th ey  
also find their places ready w aiting for them  
in Paradise. M any a tim e our Venerable F ath er 
assured us th a t all those who laboured to the 
end in the Salesian F a m ily  in this life, would 
be again assem bled in the same F am ily  in the 
gardens of Paradise. A nd so I would ask all 
our friends, Priest-co-operators, P ast Pupils, 
Teachers who have been trained in our schools, 
Fathers and Mothers of fam ilies who fear the 
Lord and w ho have a t heart the highest good 
of their children, to t ry  to  understand the 
sub lim ity  of the g ift which God gives to  a soul 
when he calls it to  the Apostolate. H elp such 
a one b y  all the means in y our power to  follow 
out the call w hich God has given  him; and help 
us now and alw ay s to procure for the carrying- 
out of our m any  works, good vocations, so th a t 
the K ingdom  of God m ay be extended more 
and more upon the earth.

For m issionary vocations, as I  have already 
told  y ou, we have started  the Cardinal Cagliero 
Institute. F or those of our boy s who aspire 
to-the religious and ecclesiastical state  we have 
other institutions. E xam ine our houses one 
b y  one, their conditions and their needs, and you 
will see th at, follow ing Don B osco’s exam ple, 
we have helped to  foster vocations b y  every  
means in our power, a lw ays happy to  increase 
our Congregation and to  procure for the Church 
one more Priest, one more Religious, one more 
M issionary.

W ith  all confidence then, I m ake this special 
appeal on behalf of V ocations to the Salesian 
Co-operators of every  nation, for I know  it is a 
good work which must com m end itself to  every  
Christian heart. In 1923, we shall be able, by 
the grace of God, to transfer the Salesian In 
ternational Theological In stitute to  a  very  
suitable locality  in Turin. To th is In stitute 
our clerics from  every  part of the world will 
come to com plete their theological studies, 
and as the new building is within w alking- 
distance of the O ratory, our y oung Salesians 
will be able to  com e often to  the San ctuary  of 
M ary Help of Christians. This new project 
has m eant and will mean m any sacrifices, but 
we hope th a t D ivine Providence w ill send us
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New Temple in honour of the Sacred Heart, at Casale Monferrato.

abandoned; in their love for Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacram ent and for Our L a d y  H elp of Christians 
and in their zeal for the cu ltivation  of vocations. 
This In stitu te  being in Turin, the Students will 
be in direct contact w ith the H igher Superiors: 
from them  th ey  will get to  know  the custom s 
and particu lar needs of each coun try  where 
the Sons of Don Bosco are labouring, and how 
best to  be of service to  these different peoples. 
And so you  see, m y dear Co-operators, w hat a 
m ighty fire of zeal and ch arity  for God and 
for the church will be th is year enkindled, 
Our Lord assisting us, and each one doing 
his best.

W hen the International Theological In sti
tu te  has been form ally established, then it will

your individual and collective action our Miss
ions in general, the various Missions in p a rti
cular and each new vocation  w hether religious 
or m issionary.

Incite the Boys to copy their Divine Model.
If yo u  wish for the highest good for you r 

boys, and if you  are tru ly  anxious th a t th ey 
should turn  out well, you m ust train  them  as 
did D on Bosco, and enkindle in their hearts a 
love for frequent Communion. O nly b y  p u ttin g 
them  in frequent contact w ith Our Blessed. 
Lord, and filling their hearts w ith  love for him 
can we give them  th a t strength which is necess
ary to  surm ount the grave dangers th a t lie in

m any generous Co-operators. I do n ot doubt 
how ever th a t all will turn  out well, for the 
object of the In stitute is a holy one; its purpose 
is to  see to  the religious and intellectual form a
tion of our clerics, and a t the same tim e to  im bue 
them  w ith  the spirit of Don B osco, which is a 
spirit of union w ith God combined with all 
sorts of a c t iv ity  for the salvation  of souls. Our 
wish is th a t when these young Salesians return 
to  their respective countries th e y  will be, r.s 
it  were, so m any new apostles, who will renew 
in their n ative lands the wonderful w orks  of 
ch arity  perform ed b y  their sp iritual father, 
Don Bosco. W e w an t them  to be like him in 
leading m ultitudes of boys to Our L ord Iesus 
Christ; in their predilection for the poor and

be easier for us to  p u t the Cardinal Cagliero 
In stitute on a sure footing. And once more 
I ask you, for the love which yo u  bear to souls 
and the desire you have for the trium ph of the 
K ingdom  of Jesus Christ upon earth, to aid b y
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w ait for them , inexperienced as th ey  are. If 
to-d ay in various countries, as happily in 
Ita ly , Catholic you th  gives us cause for brighter 
hopes, the reason for this is to be sought in 
the greater frequency w ith  which our young 
people approach the Sacram ents. T h a t this 
practice would have such a happy result Don 
Bosco well knew, and in his time he was never 
t ir e d  of urging it  upon the boys. L e t us go 
forw ard generously then in our good w ork, and 
th a t our boys m ay be constrained to  unite 
them selves more closely to  their D ivine Model 
let us foster in them  a great devotion to the 
boyhood of Our Lord. D uring the celebrations 
in connection w ith Don A lbera's Golden Jubilee 
this devotion was proposed as being a most 
su itable one for our boys, and at present there 
are tw o churchs in course of construction b y 
our Pius Society  both dedicated to  Gesu Ado- 
lescente: one is at N azareth  and is alm ost com 
plete; the other, in Turin, is badly  in need of 
funds and a t the present rate of progress will 
ta k e  y ears to  finish.

Conclusion.
I conclude, m y dear Co-operators, b y  recom 

mending to  your prayers the Sons of Don Bosco 
and their numerous w orks for the salvation  of 
souls. P ra y  for us th a t Our Lord, through 
the intercession of M ary Help of Christians, m ay 
g ive us the grace to follow  ever more closely in 
the footsteps of our F ather, Don Bosco, and th a t 
He m ay send us m any new and holy vocations.

I can assure you, m y dear Coo-perators and 
Benefactors, th a t you  are alw ays remembered 
in the prayers which are said in our Salesian 
houses, and it was Don B osco's dyin g wish th a t 
it should be so. W e prajr th a t God m ay con
cede to you  a hundred-fold even in this life for 
your charity , grant you san ctity  and concord 
in your fam ilies, prosperity in your affairs, 
freedom from all m isfortune and an eternal 
reward in H eaven.

P ray  also for me,
Y o u r M ost Obedient Servant in Christ

P H IL IP  R IN A L D I, S. C.

DOMINIC SAVIO. 
A Boy=Disciple of Don Bosco.

B y kind permission of the Editor of the 
“ Messenger of the Sacred H eart” , we reproduce 
the following article, which will prove of great 
interest to our readers.

W hen we find a child of five kneeling at his 
prayers in the early  m orning upon the steps 
o f the village church until a belated sacristan 
shall see fit to open the door to  him; a b o y  of 
ten, alone on his w ay to  school, assuring a 
sym pathetic questioner th a t he has good com 
p an y in his A ngel Guardian; a youth  of fifteen 
so rap t in prayer at H oly Communion th a t 
m id-day finds him  still upon his knees, unaware 
th a t Mass is ended; we cannot but exclaim  
th a t “ God is wonderful in His sa in ts”  and 
adore the m arvels of H is bounty.

W e are free, therefore, to  acknow ledge th at 
Dom inic Savio, of whom these facts are record
ed and whose cause of beatification has recently 
been introduced at Rome, was a prodigy. God 
favoured him  w ith unusual graces intending, 
as we m ay surmise, thereby to  m ark him  out 
as an exam ple for those who should come after 
him. B ut, if we would form  a right appre
ciation of him, it  is eq u ally  im portant to re
member th at in his lifetim e few people, and

himself least of all, looked upon him as very 
far out of the ordinary. Introduce self-con
sciousness and a chorus of adm iring com pan
ions and you  n ot only pervert the tru th  but 
spoil the picture. B ear steadily  in mind th at 
he was a poor village boy, brought up at a 
village school till Don Bosco received him 
(aged twelve) into the Salesian O ratory at 
Turin, and that the one man who knew him 
intim ately  was him self a saint and far too 
wise to let him even suspect how high ly he 
esteem ed him, and there is m atter for praise 
of God and for im itation alike b y  old and 
young.

H is story is appropriately brief and simple. 
D om inic Savio  was born near Turin on April 
2nd, 1842. H is father was a village b lack
sm ith. The child, though delicate, was bright, 
good-tem pered, obedient, and especially no
table for his eagerness to please his parents. 
The Blessed Sacram ent drew his devotion 
alm ost from  babyhood, and a t the then very  
ea rly  age of seven he was adm itted to his F irst 
Communion. On th a t occasion he made the 
following resolutions, rem arkable for their 
definiteness in a child and for their su itab ility  
to childhood: (1) I will go often to  Confession
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and Communion, (2), I will try  to  keep th e 
great feasts devoutly, (3), I will try  to  keep 
Jesus and M ary for m y friends, (4) D eath  ra
ther than sin. T h ey form, w ith one other m ax
im, which later found expression in the words 
of the Psalm , “ Serve ye the Lord w ith jo y ” , 
the sum m ary of D om inic’s life, as indeed th ey 
were the m ainspring of his a ctiv ity . Nor 
could we well devise a b etter sum m ary of the 
aspirations which m ost befit a child.

A lready the priesthood shone as a distant 
goal. B u t a priest m ust have learning. Hence 
the sm all b o y  bent all the energy of his will, 
tenacious from the first, upon his books and 
his schooling. He m ust w alk  nearly tw o miles 
to  school ev ery  day, return for dinner, and 
repeat the journey in the afternoon. U p 
wards of six miles daily on foot m akes no light 
task  for a child ten years old whose health 
had alw ay s been w eak. B u t rain or shine, in 
all seasons and in all weathers he persisted. 
In the classroom  he was alert to p ick  up every 
least scrap of knowledge th a t cam e his w ay. 
A ll his m asters te stify  to  his attentiveness 
and diligence w ith a grateful em phasis possible 
on ly  to those who spend their lives goading 
reluctant yo u th  along the thorn y path  of learn
ing.

N or was he less in favour w ith  those of his 
own age, though here also we can see the firm 
will refusing to  do as others were doing sim ply 
because th ey  were doing it. In the hot Italian  
summer afternoons these urchins would slip 
aw ay to  bathe in the river, a sport dangerous 
in more than  one sense and strictly  forbidden 
b y  school and home authorities alike. N o
thing could persuade Dom inic to  share it, nor, 
if his excuse of fear of drowning were overruled 
b y  the im portunate, did he hesitate to give 
dow nrightly the true m otive of obedience 
th a t la y  behind. On the other hand, when 
some not over-scrupulous defaulter laid on 
him the blam e of a fau lt serious enough to 
deserve expulsion, he held his tongue under 
the accusation, explaining later, when the 
tru th  cam e out, th a t he had hoped, on the 
plea of a first offence, to  obtain some lesser 
punishm ent, whereas the real culprit m ust 
assuredly have been dismissed.

The decisive point in D om inic's life came 
at the age of tw elve when he made the acquain
tance of Don Bosco. The sa in tly  founder 
of the Salesians felt, to use his own phrase, 
th a t “ there was stuff in him ,”  and in spite of 
his delicate health adm itted him to his college 
at Turin. Here he proved as steady a t his 
work and as cheery at his p lay as he had been 
hitherto, b u t w ith advancing age there came

a clearer view  and a stronger desire of being 
more closely than ever the friend of Jesus and 
M ary, and devoted to  their interests.

Zeal began now to show itself. W hat m ust 
be of particular interest to us, England for 
some reason captured his fancy, and he m ade 
her the special object of his prayers. In fa ct 
he confided to  Don Bosco th a t if ever he saw  
Pius IX . he had a message to  deliver, b idd
ing him m ake E ngland the object of his special 
care, because God had prepared, under his 
auspices, a trium ph for the F aith  in th a t coun
try .

B u t he could work also nearer home, and 
it is perhaps in his apostleship of cheerfulness 
th a t he is most w orthy of remembrance and 
im itation. W ith  him  piety  was no burden. 
He was alw ays full of spirits, ready w ith a 
joke or a story, and w ith  an eye open for the 
“ lame dog”  am ong his fellows, the shy, the 
stupid, the aw kw ard, who seem n aturally  to  
seek obscurity, and who yet so often resent 
b itterly  their incapacities. F or a popular 
boy to  notice such an one is to  win lasting 
gratitude. Am ong them  Dom inic had no 
lack of friends. Indeed he did n ot lack  friends 
anywhere. I f  you show th a t you like other 
people, th ey  are usually not slow to appreciate 
the com plim ent; and somehow he contrived 
to like everyone.

B u t his liking was, as ever, purposeful. 
God's interests were w hat he was bent on fur
thering. Grum blers m ight be his friends, 
but he had no use for grum bling, and he practis
ed assiduously and w ith  success the difficult 
art of “ turning the conversation” . As for the 
sm utty sto ry  or picture, it is on record th a t 
once when a group was sm irking over some 
not too clean periodical, he politely  asked to  
handle the paper, and straigh tw ay tore it up 
before their astonished eyes.

His great sorrow was the restriction set b y  
his director on his desire for suffering. “ I do 
not know w hat to  d o ,”  he lam ented. “ Our 
L ord says th a t unless we do penance we shall 
not go to heaven, and I am  forbidden to do 
penance” . He was told  th a t his penance w as 
to be patien t under the troubles of everyd a y  
life. Pie must literally  m ake a virtue of ne
cessity. There are few  more searching m e
thods of m ortification, as anyone will confess 
who has made trial of it, and he practised it 
w ith characteristic thoroughness. No word 
of com plaint was allowed to pass his lips. Changes 
of season or of weather, shortcom ings of college 
routine or college diet, he too k  all eq uably  
and contentedly. So much did this become 
a principle w ith him th a t when, together w ith
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some of his more intim ate friends, he formed
a  small confraternity of Our L ad y, its chief 
practices were form ulated to  be an e xa ct ob
servance of college rules, abstention from 
grum bling, diligence and cheerfulness.

Thus in a sm all sphere and in a brief space 
he finished the w ork given  him  to do, to  afford 
a pattern  of the virtues proper to  childhood 
and boyhood: friendship w ith  Jesus and M ary, 
obedience, unfailing cheerfulness and kindness, 
and lastly  the fundam ental m axim  of “ D eath

before D ishonour,”  the on ly true dishonour 
of sin. The ta sk  being over, there remained 
only the reward. E a rly  in 1875 signs of de
cline grew  so alarm ing th a t the doctors recom 
mended his return to the country. The change 
cam e too late. He left the Turin  O ratory  
on March ist. W ithin  ten days he was dead. 
The good and faithful servant, who proved 
his fidelity  in sm all things, had entered into 
the jo y  of his Lord.

F r a n c i s  M a n g a n , S. J.

CONSECRATION of Mgr. ERNEST COPPO S. C.
Imposing Ceremony in the Basilica of Mary Help of Christians.

F or the third  tim e in the history of this fa 
mous Basilica there has taken  place w ithin its 
offering-covered walls one of the grandest and 
most im pressive services w ith  which the Ca
tholic Church, the Mother of A rt and Inspi
ration, delights to  instruct and elevate the 
minds of her children. Thirty-nine years ago 
Mgr. Cagliero, now the venerated Cardinal- 
Bishop of Frascati was raised to the E piscopacy 
in the San ctuary of Don B osco's Madonna; 
eleven years after, Mgr. Costa M agna, the cel
ebrated m issionary bishop of South Am erica 
was raised to  the purple in the same holy  sur
roundings; and on Christm as E ve  of the year 
w hich has just drawn to a close another zealous 
sOn of Don Bosco, Mgr. E rnest Coppo, was con
secrated Bishop in the church of M ary H elp of 
Christians to  the great jo y  of his spiritual 
brethren, and in the presence of the va st con
course of people who had come to  tak e  part 
in the service, and who thought nothing of 
the great discom fort w hich the crowded con
dition of the church m ust have caused them , 
provided th ey  were allowed to follow the pro
ceedings right to  the end of the long service.

I t  is the opinion of all who know Mgr. Coppo 
th a t the H oly See in raising him to this high 
office in the Church has m ade a very  suitable 
choice, and th a t the honour thus bestow ed has 
been well merited b y  a life of unflagging apos
tolic zeal in the interests of the Church and of his 
fellow-catholics. The new Bishop received his 
early  education in the Salesian College of Borgo 
San M artino, and passing from thence to  the 
E cclesiastical Sem inary at Casale, he continued 
his studies for the priesthood w ith m arked 
success, and was chosen to fill the post of P ro
fessor in the Low er Sem inary for tw o years. 
Ordained Priest b y  the late Mgr. Pulciano in

1892, he continued to labour as a Secular Priest 
for a short tim e, but very  soon his thoughts 
turned tow ards the friends of his boyhood, the 
Salesians of Don Bosco, and he resolved to  seek 
adm ittance into the Congregation. H avin g 
passed successfully t hr o u g h  the in itial preli
minaries, he was sent in 1898 to  the U nited 
States of Am erica, where for more than tw en ty  
years he has laboured as Superior and Provincial 
of the Salesian Houses, and has drawn all hearts 
to him b y those sterling qualities w hich he has, 
and which m ark him out as a great P riest of 
the Lord.

The first Salesians in N orth  Am erica had the 
same struggle which all pioneers have to go 
through in the early  days of their mission. 
Fr. Coppo’s first ch arge was th a t of a “ B asem ent 
Church” — or the cryp t under St. B rid get's  
Church in N ew  Y o rk , which was lent to the 
Italian  Colony there for their services. B u t 
after a few years the zealous priest was able to 
open the well-known Transfiguration Church, 
and year b y  year the Salesians continued to 
m ake progress. In 1904 Fr. Coppo secured 
the lease of the old Diocesan Sem inary, and here 
the first Salesian School in N orth A m erica was 
inaugurated. A  perm anent school was opened 
some years after at H aw thorn and all seemed 
to  be going well, when a great disaster befell the 
good Superior and his charges, this new school 
a t H aw thorn w hich had cost so m any sacrifices 
was burnt to  the ground. N othing daunted 
how ever, the Salesian Provincial and his brethren 
continued their labour and their tru st in 
God, and year b y  year there was some new 
addition to the list of their activities. And 
Fr. Coppo especially found m any spheres for 
his zeal. The prisons and hospitals he visited 
continually, and the poor inm ates of these in
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stitutions looked upon him  w ith  he greatest 
affection and gratitude. H e w orked zealously 
to prom ote the federation of all the different 
Italian  societies in Am erica, and the “ Italica 
Gens”  owes its establishm ent to  him . He was 
an earnest advocate of the good w hich could 
be done by such societies as th a t of the H o ly  
Nam e, and even too k  occasion during a  short 
holiday spent in Ita ly , to  establish a branch of 
this Society at Turin, which has since taken 
firm  root in the c ity . The A nti-B lasph em y 
League, now a powerful organisation of which 
the K in g  and m any prom inent m inisters are 
honorary members, also owes its origin to Don 
Coppo, since he started, it during another v a 
cation spent in his n ative country. E ven  
during the tim es th a t were supposed to  be 
given him for rest and recuperation this zealous 
priest devoted himself to a vigorous prosecution 
of his priestly  m inistry, and we have seen him 
even during these latter m onths when he cam e 
to Ita ly  for the election of the new R ector M ajor 
travelling all over M onferrato g iv in g conferences 
in preparation for the opening of the new Tem ple 
in honour of the Sacred H eart a t Casale. In 
the consistory held on the eleventh of Decem ber 
his appointm ent as T itu lar Bishop of Paleo- 
polis and V icar A postolic of K im berley was con
firmed b y  the Sovereign Pontiff who invested 
him w ith B iretta  and R ochet. The jo y  of the S al
esians at the M other house and of Mgr. C oppo’s 
friends was enhanced b y  the fa ct of his being 
in Ita ly , and it seemed th a t nothing was more 
appropriate than  th a t the B ishop-E lect should 
be consectated in the B asilica of M ary H elp of 
Christians, and the d ay fixed for the great event 
was the tw en ty-fourth  of Decem ber.

The Consecration.

B y  great good fortune tw o Salesian Bishops 
were spending Christm as a t the O ratory: Mgr. 
Comin, V icar A postolic of Mendez in Ecuador, 
and Mgr. V ersigha, V icar Apostolic of Shiu- 
Chow in China, and Mgr. Pinardi, Coadjutor 
Bishop of Turin, came to  help in the conse
cration; the num ber of Bishops required ordin
arily  for a consecration being three.

The Basilica was filled to its u tm ost cap acity  
long before the tim e for the service, and it was 
only w ith  difficulty th a t a sm all space in front 
of the altar-rails was kept reserved for d istin 
guished visitors. E ven  the San ctuary was 
invaded b y  the eager worshippers who crowded 
round the Ministers and seemed to take an in
tim ate part in the proceedings. Indeed it is a 
subject for rem ark th a t in Ita lian  Churches 
the people go wherever th ey w ant to go— their

idea seems to  be— this is G od’s house; I am 
a welcome guest, therefore He w on’t mind where 
I go. T h ey push them selves into a favourable 
position, and though to an English mind manners 
seem to  be a t a prem ium , yet where no irreve
rence is intended, probably God is not at all 
displeased. The San ctuary was a blaze of 
light as the service commenced and the altar 
one mass of gold. One wonders indeed where 
all the beautiful ornam ents come from , th a t go 
to  adorn the fam ous shrine of Our L ad y  on 
successive festivals. The purple of the Bishops 
m arching in state into the presence of their 
Lord was pleasingly interm ingled w ith the vest
ments of the clergy and the different garbs of the 
little servers, and when the organ burst forth in 
a m arch of welcom e one would have been made 
of stone not to  have been affected b y  the im 
posing scene, and to have thought w ithin himself 
th a t in ve ry  truth  M other Church is the Nurse 
of all th a t is grand, and all th a t is elevating in 
life; on a solemn occasion such as the present 
she knows how to sw ay the hearts of her children, 
and how to impress upon their minds the grea t
ness and the solem nity of the act about to take 
place.

H avin g arrived in the sanctuary the Bishops 
proceeded to  vest: the officiating Bishops in 
purple, the colour of the V igil, and the Bishop- 
E lect in white, em blem atic of the joy  which 
must have been his on being about to receive 
the plenitude of the Priesthood. The V ery  R ev. 
F r. Fascie read the P ap al Bull authorising the 
consecration, and afterw ards Mgr. Coppo took 
the oath, and answered the different questions 
put to  him in a clear strong voice. And so 
the service proceeded, the Bishop-E lect reading 
the Mass w ith  Mgr. Comin— the consecrating 
Bishop— from  an a ltar erected at the side until 
the solemn moment cam e for the anointing and 
im position of hands. A n d then the Bishops, the 
true and direct successors of the Apostles, g a th 
ered round this w orthy Salesian, and having 
invoked the H oly Spirit just as the first Princes 
of the Church had done, they laid  their hands 
upon his head, and by  the power which has come 
down to them  from the first Bishops of the 
Church be was solem nly raised to the E pisco
pacy. The watchers were visib ly  im pressed as 
all these solemn acts were performed and as the 
Bishops m oved slow ly about the sanctuary. 
A  pleasing feature, and one com m em orative 
of the Church of other days, was the arrival at 
the tim e of the O ffertory of four little  boys 
dressed as cavaliers in blue silk  costum es and 
powdered wigs, who bore in their hands sm all 
casks of wine and platters of bread— the bread 
and wine for the Sacrifice. These were solem nly
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blessed b y the Bishop from his throne and the 
Mass proceeded apace. The new Bishop now 
read the Mass from the E pistle-corner, saying 
the words in com pany w ith the Celebrant and 
consecrating the species together w ith  him. 
A t the end of the Canon he took p art in the 
Consum m ation and read the Post-com m union 
from the Gospel-corner. A fter the Mass he 
was solem nly invested w ith Mitre and Crozier, 
and led across the sanctuary b y  his brother- 
B ishops to be solem nly enthroned. A  w ay 
was then made am ongst the people and His 
Lordship proceeded to bless the faithful, m any 
of whom eagerly  songht to kiss his ring. A  Te 
Deum  was then jo y fu lly  sung, the clerics from 
V alsalice sustaining the m elody under the baton 
of Don Grosso S. C. and helping the people over 
the difficult parts.

His Lordship pontificated at Vespers on 
Christm as E ve, and both morning and evening 
on Christm as D ay; so, from the point of view 
of grandeur in Church functions, one m ight 
alm ost say  th a t such a m agnificent Christm as 
has never been witnessed before at the O ratory.

The New Mission=Field in Australia.

Mgr. Coppo has been appointed T itu lar 
Bishop of Paleopolis and V icar A postolic of 
K im berley in W estern A ustralia, and in the 
latter cap acity  he will enter on a m issionary 
enterprise w hich will ta x  even his ardent zeal 
and spirit of self-sacrifice. W hen we th in k  of 
A ustralia, we are inclined to regard it only as 
a very  up-to-date British colony which can send 
forth b attalion s of highly efficient soldiery, 
and which outstrips the M other-country even, 
in point of view  of m any present-day conven
iences. And no doubt, in regard to  the c iv i
lised parts it is all this; but we m ustn 't forget 
th a t A ustralia  is a country large enough to  be 
called a continent, and there are still parts of 
it but little  known to white people, precisely 
on account of the m any n atural difficulties th at 
have to  be overcom e, and the inconveniences 
th at have to  be endured b y  people who would 
wish to live there. And it is to  one of these 
latter parts t hat Mgr. Coppo will lead his band 
of Missionaries. T h ey will be Missionaries in 
every  sense of the word, for the immense tract 
of country given to the Salesians is situated 
close to  the equator, and com m unication w ith 
other parts is rare and difficult. B ut the coun
try , though difficult to w ork, is rich in natural 
deposits, and when the drought problem can be 
overcom e its soil for agricultural purposes is 
alm ost unsurpassable. These natural draw 
backs can all be successfully com batted— they 
were equally pressing at one tim e in other parts

of A ustralia— and th ey will be overcom e so 
long as men are to  be found who glory in grapp
ling w ith obstacles, and who are fearless and 
enterprising in new ventures. Meanwhile 
Mgr. Coppo and his followers— pioneers of c iv 
ilisation— will soon set out to  atten d to the 
spiritual w ants and to bring com fort and con
solation to the men who dwell in those parts.

Mgr. Coppo, S. C. Vicar Apostolic 
of Kimberley, Australia.

Australia is a B ritish colony, and its Missions 
should be of interest to every  B ritisher. Here 
we have a devoted band of Don B osco's priests 
and lay-brothers, leaving home and fatherland 
and the com forts of civilisation, to carry  the 
Gospel into the wilds of A ustralia. M any of 
their difficulties th ey will be able to overcom e 
cr endure b y  means of G od’s grace, and in 
virtue of their m issionary vocation. Others 
will be alm ost insurm ountable if m aterial means 
is not forthcom ing to assist them , and because 
of the fewness of their numbers. Therefore 
vocations and m on ey are the tw o things needed 
to further this great work, and we appeal not 
only to our present Co-operators, b u t to  every 
Britisher whether at home or in the colonies 
whose eye m ay light on these lines, to give an im 
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pulse to  this undertaking for the love of God 
and the Church in the first place, b u t also from  
a spirit of national enterprise. B ritish  Missions 
m ust n ot be neglected w hilst it is in the power 
of B ritish  subjects to  m ake them  successful, 
and as in the future the personnel for this A ustral
ian Mission w ill be drawn to a great exten t from 
the ranks of the clerics trained at the Salesian 
Missionary  House of Studies, Oxford, those who 
love the practical, have here a means ready to 
hand for furthering this great w ork in the in
terests of Christianity and civilisation; assist 
the Salesians to  m ake this Institution  at Oxford 
a flourishing concern, and you  will have done 
much to ensure the perm anency and success 
of this Australian  Mission.

Mgr. Coppo intends to v isit E ngland and the 
U nited States before going to A ustralia. He 
will be given  a m ost hearty" welcome b y  the 
m any friends to  whom he has endeared himself 
during the last tw en ty  years'. W e wish him 
length of days, and signal success in his future 
Apostolate.

A nother w orthy Salesian in the person of 
The V ery  R ev. E . G. d ’Oliveira was preconised 
Bishop of G oyaz in the Secret Consistory held 
on the eleven th of Decem ber. Mgr. d ’Oliveira 
was the private secretary of Mgr. d ’Aquino, 
Archbishop of Cuyaba, when th a t prelate was 
President of the State  of M atto Grosso, and 
prior to  becom ing B ishop-E lect he was D irector 
of a large Salesian College at N ichteroy. Mgr. 
d 'O liveira is a brother of another distinguished 
Salesian prelate, Mgr. E lvezio  d 'O liveiro, A rch 
bishop of M arianna. I t  is expected  th a t v e ry  
soon the Diocese of G oyaz will be raised to  the 
status of a M etropolitan See: then we shall 
have three Salesian Archbishops in B razil. 
W e extend our sincere congratulations to  the 
new Bishop and hope th a t his E piscopacy will 
be ast long and fruitfu l as his career as a simple 
priest was distinguished for labour and zeal in 
the interests of the Church and of the Con
gregation. Ad m ultos annos!

ST. FRANCIS OF SALES.  

A Rapid Review. His Concern for England

Just three hundred years have elapsed since 
the d ay on which the gentle and learned Bishop 
of Geneva, St. Francis of Sales, passed from 
this vale of tears to  the well-earned rest which 
he had m erited b y  his life of generous toil and 
unbroken ardour while on earth. Decem ber 
28th, 1622, m arked the close of a career which 
had been generous in the extrem e, noble in its 
spirit of self-sacrifice, fruitfu l in its toils. Indeed 
St. Francis of Sales, our holy patron, copied in 
a m arvellous wra y  th a t spirit of gentleness and 
sweetness, of which Our D ivine Saviour was 
the m ost perfect pattern, and exem plified to 
the full the power— the irresistible force of th a t 
fire of charity , which succeeds where all else 
fails, and which is tru ly  invincible, when brought 
to bear b y  a Saint of God against the wiles, the 
snares, the wickedness of a sinful world.

Born in the Castle of Sales in France on Aug. 
21st, 1567, St. Francis cam e to this world at a 
tim e when religious hatred and b itter perse
cution were at their zenith in this land of E n 
gland, once the D ow ry of M ary and the home of 
peaceful and prosperous Catholicism , but now 
the scene of b itter suffering under the relentless 
rule of the abettors of the newly-eslablished

religion in th a t country. The mission which 
this great Saint was called upon to fulfil was a 
very  exalted  one. H is early  life in the sta te ly  
mansion of his ancestors at Sales, his course of 
studies a t Paris and at P adua— all helped to  
equip him  for the w ork which God had destined 
for him, for his mission brought him  into contact 
w ith  the m ighty ones of this world, w ith  the 
cra fty  proponents of false doctrines, w ith those 
who claim ed to represent the intellectual 
“ grow th ”  of the age. B u t his mission did not 
end here. H e has left us his w ritings— works 
which will live for ever, and w hich bear ample 
testim ony to  the sincerity, the w arm th, the 
depth of th a t love of God which inundated his 
pure soul. These w ritings have ju stly  won for 
him the title  of “ D octor of the Church” . ..

St. F ran cis of Sales was the son of a good, 
though worldly-m inded father, whose greatest 
aim in life was the earth ly  greatness of his son. 
B u t his m other was of an en tirely  different 
stam p, and to her, indeed, St. Francis owed 
m uch of th a t natural goodness of disposition 
and tender piety which made him an apt in
strum ent in the hands of the A lm igh ty. B u t he 
had a quick tem per, a natural tendency tow ards
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cynicism , b u t he conquered it  all, he rose above 
it, he becam e—  in spite of this tendency— the 
apostle of charity , of gentleness and of sw eet
ness.

S t. Francis of Sales was ordained priest on 
D ec. 18th, 1593, and devoted him self thence
fo rth  en tirely to the salvation of souls, the relief 
o f the poor and needy, and the encouragem ent 
an d  consolation of the abandoned and of those 
steeped in sin and misery. His concern and 
com passion for sinners knew no bounds; his 
self-denial and m ortification were beyond m ea
sure, and in order to  lead b ack  to the one, true 
fold those who bad wandered from crim e to 
crim e, he him self frequently undertook to  per
form  the requisite penance for them , leavin g 
them  no other obligation than th a t of sorrow 
and sincere repentance. Regardless of his own 
fatigue, he was untiring in his efforts to  lead 
b ack  to the Church those who had fallen victim s 
to  the deceitful teaching of Luther and Calvin, 
and wonderful conversions rewarded his priestly 
zeal and self-sacrifice.

Mission in the Chablais.

B u t it  was chiefly  in connection w ith his mis 
sion to the duchy of Chablais th a t the name of 
this hum ble priest becam e so fam ous. T h at 
fair region had been the scene of bloodshed and 
sorrow  for m any long years. Contending 
factions had fought for its possession, and it 
had passed from one ruler to another, and when, 
finally, the D uke of S av o y  regained possession 
o f it, the C atholic faith  had, through the m a
chinations of the Genevese, been alm ost uprooted 
from  his dominions. St. Francis of Sales, then 
a  youn g priest, was not slow in offering his 
services for the great w ork of converting this 
v a st region. A s soon as he heard th a t the 
Bishop of G eneva proposed to send missionaries 
to  this district, he begged to be accepted for 
the w ork, though the enterprise had little to  
offer the m issionary, from a w orldly standpoint, 
b u t hardship and bitter opposition. B u t St. 
Francis of Sales never hesitated. He carried 
w ith  him weapons which the heretics could 
n ot resist— the weapons of priestly zeal and 
th a t spirit of gentleness and sweetness which 
dom inated his whole life. A t the ve ry  outset 
o f his m issionary labours, tw o fanatics rushed 
a t  him  one d ay, w ith sword in hand; but as 
soon as he saw them , he went towards them 
and addressed such kind and gentle words to 
them  th a t their hands fell powerless to  their 
sides. His ch arity  had conquered their hearts; 
th e y  fell on their kness, listened to  his gentle 
words, and promised to  renounce their errors.

So it  was through the whole period of his sacred 
m inistry. To form  some idea of the spirit of 
ch arity  which consumed him, we have only to 
reflect th a t his labours were b y  no means con
fined to  the day, but often extended throughout 
the whole of the night. He generally made a 
point of ta k in g the Blessed Sacram ent to  the 
sick during the night, for fear lest, if he did so 
in broad dayligh t, there m ight be some danger 
of irreverence or sacrilege from the lawless un
believers and heretics who literally  thronged 
the streets. And so, frequently enough, after 
a d ay  of severe toil, he would deprive himself 
of a well-earned rest in order to  bring the bless
ing of the Sacram ents to  those who stood in 
need of his spiritual m inistrations. A n d b e
sides, he alw ays reduced his rest to a m inimum. 
T h a t zeal and ch arity  which spurred him on to 
the greatest fatigues during the day, b y  no 
means left him  at n ight. A  large portion 
of the n ight was alw ays spent in prayer, and 
in preparing himself for his work on the morrow, 
for the conferences and instruction th a t he had 
to  give, and the controversies th a t he had to 
undertake often necessitated careful research. 
And the little  rest th a t he did take generally 
consisted in a few  hours of sleep tak en  in an 
inform al manner.

Indeed the years spent in this duchy of the 
Chablais were tru ly  years of an A postolate 
w hich  resembled in its sweetness, its gentleness 
and its untiring zeal, the great Mission of Jesus 
Christ H im self. W hen reminded th a t his in
cessant toils were underm ining his constitution, 
he replied th a t there was no necessity for him 
to live, but w h at was necessary was th a t the 
Church of God should be fa ith fu lly  served . This 
was the key-note of his mission— forgetfulness 
of self, zeal for the glory of God. No wonder, 
then, it was th a t he reaped such a rich harvest. 
The beginnings were, indeed, discouraging, and 
would have disheartened any man, who heark
ened to the prom ptings of flesh and blood; b u t 
discouragem ent of this kind is never the lot of 
God's Saints. H is zeal told  in the end, and 
told most effectually. A t tim es, whole villages 
cam e over in a body to  the one, true Fold; d ig
nitaries and peasants entered the Church side 
b y  side, and before his mission was over, he had 
the happiness, the inestim able jo y  of receiving 
72,000 souls back  to the Church of Jesus 
Christ.

As Bishop of Geneva.

L ater on, as Bishop of Geneva, St. Francis 
of Sales was actuated b y  that same spirit of 
childlike sim plicity and undying ch arity  which
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had already led so m any stray  sheep back to 
the fold. H is greatest delight was to gather 
the little  children together for Catechism  and 
religious instruction, for w ith fath erly  instinct 
he realised th a t the proper form ation of the 
characters of little  ones was a m atter of para-

to grace b y  him, but the sick were also healed, 
and devils driven out b y  his blessing. H is zeal 
would be thw arted b y  no obstacles. The ill- 
will of the obdurate,the sneers of revilers, op
position th a t would have in stan tly  discouraged 
anyone whose inspiration did not come from

Statue of St. Francis of Sales erected at Annecy.

m ount im portance, for on their early  training 
in virtue and religion, their whole life-tim e and 
their eternal salvation  depended. Throughout 
his career as Bishop he was alw ays the same- 
loving, gentle character, so full of th a t sweetness, 
which he had inherited from His D ivine M aster, 
so full of th a t untiring zeal, and spirit of self- 
sacrifice, of which Jesus Christ H im self had set 
such a wonderful exam ple. Scarcely a day 
passed w ithout the conversion of some heretic 
or hardened sinner through the instrum entality 
of St. Francis of Sales. H is ve ry  appearance, 
a word, a look from  him  sufficed to  touch the 
most obdurate. N ot on ly  were souls restored

above, had no effect a t all on St. Francis. A 
certain law yer of G eneva had vow ed an im pla
cable hatred to  the Sain t and seized every op
portun ity of slighting him and injuring him. 
One day, however, St. Francis accidentally met 
him  in the street, and approaching him said: 
“ Y o u  wish me evil, m y friend, but I bear you 
no ill-w ill a t all, so much so th a t, if you even 
w ent so far as to pluck out one of m y eyes, I 
should not cease to  look on you affectionately 
with the oth er” . Such was St. Francis— ge
nerous, forgiving, noble in his nature. E ven  
this did n ot touch the heart of the wretched 
man. He soon afterw ards got into serious
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trouble, and w as east into prison and condemned 
to death for attem pted murder. The man 
remained obdurate, and St. Francis, to  secure 
his eternal salvation, w ent so far as to  cast 
him self on his knees before this unhappy cri
m inal, to  implore him  to  enter into him self and 
m ake his peace w ith  God. Can we wonder, 
then, th a t God signified his pleasure in this 
w orthy Prelate b y  visible signs and prodigies. 
Does it surprise us th at, on one occasion during 
his course of L enten sermons in 1606, rays of 
light darted from  the five wounds of Our D ivine 
Saviour, represented on the large Crucifix ad
joining the pulpit, and flooded him w ith dazzling 
brightness, while he spoke to the large Congre
gation  w ith  such w arm th and feeling on the 
love of God? Need we th in k  it strange, also, 
th a t on the F east of Pentecost, while celeb rat
ing the Pontifical Mass in his own C athedral a 
dove descended on his head and rested there for 
a length of time? Our D ivine Lord is w ont to 
reward his servants even in this life, and so it 
was in the case of St. Francis.

St. Francis and England.

The life-tim e of St. Francis of Sales synchron
ised roughly w ith  the period of the reigns of 
Queen E lizabeth  and K in g  Jam es in England. 
W hen St. Francis was born, Queen E lizabeth  
had been on the throne of E ngland for nine 
years, and the Catholic Church in th a t country 
had already undergone a great deal of suffering, 
though darker days were still in store. The 
exam ple of licentiousness and lawlessness set 
b y  H enry V II I ,  who felt th a t his w orldly in
terests would be far better served b y  a seve
rance from  the fountain-head of all Catholicism , 
had disastrous consequences in th a t land, once 
so dear to  the M other of God, and rich in saints 
and learned men. The fatal standard of revolt, 
set up in Germ any b y  L uther and his followers, 
had attracted  so m any of the worldly-m inded 
and am bitious leaders in E ngland, and the 
result was th a t all those noble characters who, 
like Blessed John Fisher and Blessed Thom as 
More, held to  the fa ith  of their forefathers in 
all its integrity, either received the crown of 
m artyrdom  directly, or were crushed to  the 
very  earth beneath the heel of those who aimed 
at nothing more than w orldly prosperity and 
freedom  from religious restraint. True enough, 
Catholicism  had raised its head once more in 
the reign of Queen M ary, but her rule was of 
v ery  short duration, and Queen E lizabeth  very  
q u ick ly  undid her work. A nd the persecution 
under the la tter was so inhum an in its excesses 
th a t its mere recital to-day is enough to  cause 
us to shudder.

St. F urancis throughout his life showed great 
sym p ath y and sorrow for the sufferings of the 
Catholic Church in E ngland. As a you th  in 
the sta te ly  mansion of his ancestors a t Sales, 
he heard m uch of the b itter persecution against 
Catholics in E ngland, and his ardent spirit went 
out in sym p ath y  and love tow ards his afflicted 
brethren across the English Channel. L ater on, 
the persecution Under Jam es I, though less 
form al and less pronounced th an  under E liza 
beth, was in some respects as unrelenting and 
b rutal in its atrocity .

N o wonder, then, the sa in tly  Bishop of Gen
eva, whose ardent soul was ever aglow  w ith 
ch arity  for his neighbour, turned lovin g eyes 
of com passion tow ards this land, which had 
once been Our L a d y 's  D ow ry, but from which 
her fa ir nam e was now well-nigh banished. 
In  the w arm th of his ch arity  he once exclaim ed: 
“ Oh, th a t I had the wings of a dove, th a t I 
m ight fly to  the K in g  of th a t fair land, once the 
Island of Saints, b u t now the abode of heresy. 
A h, dear Lord, if m y Prince allows it, I shall 
go to  this K in g, and preach the tru th  to him 
and to  his subjects, even at the peril of m y life” . 
B u t his Prince, Charles Em m anuel, D uke of 
S avoy, would not hear of the proposal, and 
St. Francis was forced to abandon the idea.

Looking b ack  over the period of th ree hundred 
years th at have elapsed since the death of the 
sa in tly  Prelate, w e m ay indeed picture to  our
selves how different the sad history of this 
country would have been, from a religious aspect, 
if the ardent A postle of the Chablais had been 
allow ed to  carry  out his pious wish of coming 
across the E nglish  Channel to preach the Word 
of God to the English K in g and his court. The 
region of the Chablais, though over-sw ept by 
the depressing and dom inating heresy of Calvin 
had been com pletely conquered and won over 
b y  the gentleness and forbearance, the zeal and 
ch arity  of St. Francis. W h at reason, then, 
have we to  im agine th a t such, too, would not 
have been the case in England? The fam e of 
the saint had already reached the E nglish Court, 
and it  is p retty  certain th a t he w ould have 
received a welcom e from the E nglish K in g, who 
was more than delighted w ith the “ Introduction 
to  a D evout L ife ” — a b ock  which he frequently 
carried about w ith him. Still more did St. 
F ran cis’s treatise 011 the “ L ove of G od”  impress 
K in g  James, for on reading it, his adm iration 
for the p ie ty  and learning of its author was so 
great th a t he exclaim ed in his enthusiasm: 
“ Oh, th a t I could once see the author of this 
evangelical book. H is language is th a t of 
heaven, not  earth; he m ust be a great S ain t.”  
H enry IV , K in g of France, who spoke of St.



The First Girls’ School at Shin-Chow, China.

English Saints. It  is recorded in his life th at, 
w henever he came across the names of these 
E nglish Saints in his reading, h e  would sigh 
and p ray  for the conversion of E ngland. The 
names of these Saints reminded him so forcibly 
o f the sad condition of E ngland and how it had 
fallen from its former religious splendour down 
to  the depths of the m isery of heresy and schism. 
In w riting to his brother on N ov. 21st, 1620,he 
again alluded to the sufferings of England, and 
said th a t he felt a very  special sym pathy 
towards England and its K in g (" u ne inclination 
particuliere pour cette grande ile et son roi” ), 
and th a t he would pray w ithout ceasing for its 
conversion. He added, too, th a t he would 
pray w ith  such confidence th at his prayer would 
Certainly be heard one day by God.

It  is a rem arkable fact, too, th a t when Pope

Master. His last hours were hours of great 
pain and suffering, but he bore it all w ith  his 
habitual gentleness. In the afternoon of Dec. 
27th, 1622, he was seized w ith an apopletic 
stroke, and in the course of the n ext 24 hours 
his case becam e desperate. The doctors a t
tending him then prescribed the painful and 
dreadful remedies then in vogue, in a vain  a t
tem pt to save his life. A  red-hot iron was 
placed first of all on the back of his. neck, and 
later on, it was applied to the crown of his head, 
burning it to the very  bone in the process. B u t 
all was of 110 avail, and with the sacred names 
of Jesus and M ary on his lips, there passed aw ay 
on Dec. 28th 1622, to  his eternal reward a Sain t 
whose nam e will live for ever as the model of such 
patience and charity  as even Our D ivine Saviour 
H im self inculcated b y his teaching and exam ple.
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Francis as “ the greatest and saintliest of m en,”  
also wished to send him  to E ngland to the Court 
of K in g Janies, but Charles Em m anuel again 
intervened, for he was afraid of losing a Prelate 
whom he held in such high esteem . Hence 
St. Francis was not able to carry out th a t visit 
to England which was so dear to  his heart.

The saint's concern for E ngland was also 
m anifested b y  his great personal devotion 
towards St. Anselm, St. Thom as of Canterbury, 
St. E dw ard the Confessor and so m any other

Leo X I I I  established in 1897 at St. Sulpice in 
Paris the “ Guild of Our L a d y  of Sorrow ”  for the 
conversion of England, he followed a precedent 
established b y St. Francis of Sales himself, 
who originated the same Guild of Our L ad y  
Of Sorrows for the purpose of obtaining prayers 
for the conversion of th e  heretic in  the D uchy 
of Chablais.

St. Francis died as he had lived— a model 
of th a t sweetness, gentleness and pat ience which 
he had copied so faith fu lly  from his D ivine
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C H IN A
(Letter of Don Guarona to Don Rinaldi).

Dear F ather,
W ith  the expression of our filial devotion 

and our congratulations on the occasion of 
your election to the office of R ector Major, 
m ay we here subjoin these few  notes regard
ing our mission.

The 9th of January, a date rendered eter
n ally  memorable to the sons of Don Bosco 
labouring in China b y the solemn consecration 
of Mons. V ersiglia, put us in direct com m uni
cation w ith the A u th o rity  of Canton, and in 
particular w ith the Governor, General Chan 
K u ci Ming, who was so m uch taken  up with 
our work th a t he promised to  extend to  us his 
whole-hearted and powerful protection.

Thanks to  his intervention we have been 
able to deal favou rably  w ith  not a few  difficult 
questions, and in a special w ay we ought to be 
gratefu l to him for h avin g finally conceded to 
us the land on which are rising all the im portant 
works of th e  mission, (The E piscopal Residence, 
the Sem inary and the Professional School), 
land regularly acquired a t a public sale, but 
our ownership alw ays disputed and denied by 
the ancient governm ent of Canton.

Such laudable acts were giving us the hope 
of en joyin g for long the help of so generous a 
protector as General Chan K uei Ming, when 
all a t once we were surprised to learn th a t he 
had resigned from  his office as Governor of 
Canton.

The Outbreak of War.

W ar broke out between K w ang-tung and 
Kiang-si, and the loyal general not having 
the heart to burden his people further with 
new taxes retired w ith graceful d ign ity  from 
his post.

Troops invaded our district, thereby takin g 
aw ay  from us th a t peace which for several 
m onths had allowed us to  attend seriously to 
our work.

The c ity  of Shin-Chow was, for more than 
fifteen days, literally  overrun b y  soldiers who 
billetted them selves in the shops and private 
residences w ithout tak in g the slightest notice

of the remonstrances of the citizens, and even 
using violence tow ards those who objected to 
such a vio lation  of dom estic rights. One 
fam ily  from am ongst our good neighbours was 
forced to leave the house and to tak e  refuge 
in a neighbouring village w ith their parents, 
the daughters not being able to bring them 
selves to live w ith  a score of soldiers who had 
taken  their room from them .

The p an ic  was general, and our residence 
becam e a refuge for Christians and friends 
who asked h ospitality  for them selves and for 
their dear ones.

For several days the grocers did not put in 
an appearance to  p ly  their trade, and there 
was not a sufficient num ber of butchers to 
provide m eat for the soldiers so th a t they 
were com pelled to  fast. The price of rice so 
extraordin arily  increased th a t the poor people 
had not enough to  appease their hunger.

These new m ilitary tenants num bered more 
than fifty  thousand; b u t the worst tim e came 
when th ey  had to  depart, for then th ey  cast 
terror all round in their search for such as 
th ey  could press into their service as pack- 
carriers: farm ers, professional men, business
men and teachers— all had now to place their 
shoulders under the tain or pack: and he only, 
who had ready m oney and was able to p a y  
a  sufficient sum  to his w ould-be task-m aster, 
was able to  free him self from  this distasteful 
service.

A t last the awful tim e passed, b u t not a 
few  barbarous acts ought to  be recorded, and 
am ongst them  the serious wounding of a pea
sant-wom an who refused to  carry  a pack, 
and the death of a tradesm an who strangled 
him self so as not to fall into the hands of the 
soldiers.

W e are com m encing to breathe more freely 
now, but the sam e scenes are being re-enacted 
a t Jan-fa and at Chi-H ing from  which places the 
most alarm ing news is being sent to us.

To the civil w ar there is added religious war, 
for during the last m onth there has sprung 
up a vio lent agitation against the European 
institutions w ith the purpose of b oycotting

Religious Strife.



them  and creating against them  an adverse 
public opinion.

The m otive was found in a congress procla
mation of the protestant Y . M. C. A . which 
was tryin g to bring about a general federation. 
The Chinese, accustom ned to put the E u ro
peans all in one category, do n ot p a y  much 
attention  to  the difference between the K i- 
T oc-K ao (Protestants) and the Tin-Tchu-K ao 
(Catholics), and hostile dem onstrations against 
peaceable missionaries, whose only intent is 
the evangelization of these poor pagans, are 
not wanting.

B ut, dear father, although in the midst of 
such contrarieties, we, the sons of Don Bosco, 
ought yet to  record the wonders which the 
Help of Christians is operating in our mission. 
Behold in the follow ing lines a proof of this.

How the first Girls' School began.

The 1st of April was an extraordin ary feast- 
day at Shin-Chow for on th a t d ay was inaugu- 
lated  the first girls' school called the School 
of M ary Help of Christians.

From the beginning of the mission we were 
alw ays th in kin g of the c a te which m ight have 
been directly bestowed upon the young girls, 
but the lack  of sisters who would have had 
them  under their charge alw ays tended to 
defer the actualization  of any com prehensive 
scheme, until a t last the thing came about in 
its own w a y .'

One Sunday in D ecem ber 1019, after Mass, 
an excellent Christian, the mother of a colonel, 
presented to me a young lady about th irty  
years of age who after the usual respectful 
conventionalities said to  me: “ Father, I should 
like very  much to study the catechism ".

“ And w hy do you wish to stu d y it? " .
“ I w ant to learn the catechism  so th a t I m ay 

be able to enter your religion".
“ B u t do you know anythin g about our re

ligion?"
“ Yes, A  Po (indicating the Christian lady) 

has spoken of it to me m any a time at hom e,  
and it is quite a long tim e since I destroyed 
my idols. ‘ Come along with m e,' she said, 
'and in your spare tim e Ku-heong will instruct 
you in our doctrine’. W ill you please give me 
a copy th a t I m ay stu d y  i l  by m yself?"

“ B u t do you  know how to read?" I asked 
in astonishm ent, for it is rare, here in the in
terior, th a t the girls are able to do this.

I gave her the catechism  arid she set: herself 
to read not only fluently, but to explain w hat 
she read in such a w ay as to  cause me the great- 
est wonder.

“ W here have you studied?" I asked her.
“ A t Foc-Y im -T on g (with the Protestants); 

I obtained a diplom a tw o years ago, and after
wards studied at the college itse lf"

“ And now you do not study there any m ore?"
“ No, th ey  w anted to  force me to enter their 

religion, b u t I resolutely refused and then th e y  
dismissed me. 1 have opened a little school 
in m y house, and there I give private lessons".

“ G ood", said I, “ S tu d y  th e  catechism  and 
com m ence to  learn our Christian p ra ctice s  
and then we shall se e ’ ’ .

I commended her to the care of the fervent 
Christian lady, and from  th at tim e onward 
she was never absent from the religions ser
vices and m ade steady progress in the study 
of our religion. From  tim e to tim e she brought 
some friends with her to church, and on the 
principal feast-days cam e w ith all her pupils, 
fifteen or so, who commenced to know the 
mission, and to  be very  much enamoured of 
the statue of Our L a d y  Help of Christians 
which looked down upon them from its high 
niche.

A t E aster and a t Pentecost she pressed for 
B aptism  but I wished to  try  her faith, and to 
obtain  all possible inform ation about her. A t 
Christm as tim e last year it was no longer poss
ible to put her off, and the good lad y  w ith im 
mense jo y  received H o ly  Baptism  at the hands 
of Mgr. Versiglia who gave her the name of 
L ucy; and her little  daughter M ary, eight 
years of age, was so blessed, th a t v e ry  soon, 
under her m other's guidance, she knew her 
catechism  rem arkably well.

The cerem ony made a very  good impression 
upon the pupils who were present in a body, 
and who afterw ards begged to be allowed to 
come oftener to  the Sunday services; and some 
of them were able to recite the prayers quite 
well and were a good reinforcem ent to the 
girls' choir.

The Monsignor was one d ay  gettin g his 
baggage ready  for a journey when the young 
school-m istress appeared on the scene and 
addressed him thus: “ Tchu K a o  (Lord Bishop), 
the number of m y pupils has already been 
augm ented, and others wish to enter m y school 
in the new year (February), but it  is not possible 
to receive any more as m y little  house is a l
ready over-crowded and cannot hold an y more. 
W ould it not be possible to open a school at 
Tin T ahu Tong (the m ission)?"

Monsignor remained for a moment irresolute 
and then said: “ I shall consider the m atter 
and let you have an answer la ter".

H e did in fa ct speak of it, and at first we were 
a little  undecided, but in the end we not only
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agreed to accept the proposal, b u t to build at 
once a place suitable for our purpose.

M ary Help of Christians approved of the 
decision, and an excellent co-operator of Macao, 
Madame Leonora Marques, undertook to  p a y  
half the expenses, so th a t we were able to  com 
mence the w ork in F eb ruary, and to have the 
solemn inauguration on A pril 1st.

The Feast of the Inauguration.

This was an even t which gave our residence 
som ething of a w orldly air, putting us all in 
a  state  of unaccustom ed excitem ent. The 
pupils were engaged for some tim e before in 
adorn ing the hall w ith flags and bunting, and 
in bedecking w ith flowers the beautiful pain t
ing of Our L a d y  H elp of Christians placed in 
the middle of the central wall.

The eigh ty  pupils of the Orphanage of St. 
Joseph of Ho Si cam e in a body, and w ith  their 
songs amused the numerous audience who 
were lavish  in the bestow al of their praises 
and their applause. A fter benediction an 
interesting m usical-literary program m e was 
gone through in w hich the com positions of 
the boys pleasingly combined w ith  the speeches 
of the masters, and the W ong Sin Shang which 
treated  of the Christian elevation  of the wo
man was eagerly  listened to, and very  well 
received. A fterw ards a delightful tea was 
provided for the guests b y  the pupils, and at 
the same tim e the merrim ent was increased 
b y  the discharge of numerous crackers.

The pupils num ber about th irty  and alm ost 
a ll come w illingly to the Sunday services and 
not a few  ask to be allowed to stu d y the cate
chism.

Local custom  has it th a t each school should 
have its own distinctive badge w ith  which 
th e scholars adorn them selves. F or ours a 
G reek cross has been chosen, and it is wonderful 
to  see in a pagan country the little  girls and 
the young ladies going through the streets, a 
w hite cross shining on their breasts w ith the 
inscription “ Maria A usiliatrice” .

M ay this ingenuous profession of fa ith  ob 
tain  for these good little  scholars numerous 
friends who will obtain from Our Lord the 
lasting conversion of so m any excellent Chinese 
and their fam ilies.

Awaiting the Daughters 

of Mary Help of Christians.

Dear father, on ly the hope th a t Mgr. Ver- 
s ig lia  in com ing back from Ita ly  would bring 
some sisters here w ith  him had decided us to

undertake such a work which would be the 
first field of action of the m uch desired D au gh
ters of M ary H elp of Christians. I leave you  
to im agine the jo y  produced am ongst us by 
the telegram  which announced to  us in all 
sim plicity “ The Sisters are com ing” .

In the fifti eth year of their institution  these 
good sisters are not able to  do enough to render 
a sufficiently becom ing and devoted hom age 
to  their H eaven ly Protectress, to whom  our 
mission is also dedicated, and we, seconding 
their good resolutions, whilst we invoke a 
special benediction on these fortunate sisters 
who are the first to  offer their hearts and their 
youn g energy for the foundation of their In sti
tution  in this immense republic, are looking 
round tryin g to  prepare w ith  the aid of bene
factors a suitable dwelling for them.

I should also like to  speak to you, dear fa 
ther, of the school for catechists, but of th at 
another tim e.

Y o u r  nam e-day w ill be celebrated in a par
ticu lar manner, b y  your sons in far-off China 
who, w hilst w ishing you a long and fruitful 
Rectorship, are happy in repeating to  you 
this expression of their entire filial devotion, 
w hilst th ey  are w holly immersed in m anifold 
m issionary labours.

W ith  the blessing of M ary H elp of Christians 
please send us your own, th a t it m ay render us 
constant in our holy labours and keep us good 
ministers of God and true sons of D on Bosco.

Y o u r m ost devoted and obedient son

G i o v a n n i  G u a r o n a . 

Priest of the Salesian Society.

Amongst the co-operators there are many, whom 

in this life, I have neuer been able to see. bet 

such find their consolation in the thought that in 

Paradise we shall all of us know each other, and 

that throughout all eternity we shall rejoice together 

over the good which, with the assistance of God’s 

grace, we have been able to accomplish in this 

world, in behalf more especially of poor children.

v en. Don Bosco.
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Third Centenary of the Death of St. Francis of Sales
The House of Savoy take part in the Closing Festivities.

D uring this Jubilee year (Dec. 28th 1921—  
Dec. 28th 1922) m any festivities have taken  
place in all our Institutions according to the 
wishes of the Salesian Superiors and as a means 
of showing special honour to our Patron, Saint 
Francis de Sales. Dec. 28th 1922 was the 
last d a y  of the Jubilee, the tercentenary anni
versary of the death of the fam ous Bishop of 
G eneva, and the event was signalized b y  special 
celebrations at the O ratory.

Pontifical H igh Mass was sung b y Mgr. 
Versiglia, T itu lar Bishop of Shiu-Chow, and 
Their Lordships, Mgr. Comin and Mgr. Coppo 
assisted in the sanctuary. F or the great 
occasion a chasuble, w hich had been worn b y 
St. Francis more than three hundred years 
ago, was very  kindly lent b y  the R ector of 
the Consolata, and the historic vestm ent was 
used b y Bishop V ersiglia during the Mass.

A t m idday the R ector M ajor held a recep
tion, and the Superiors from all the Religious 
Orders in and around Turin  cam e to  felicitate 
the Salesians on the great anniversary d ay of 
their Patron Saint.

A t 3. p. in., in the large theatre attached 
to the O ratory, a m ost interesting lecture on 
St. Francis de Sales was given b y  the H onor
able Mr. E . M artire, D ep uty for Rom e in the 
Italian  Cham ber of D eputies, and also Director 
of the “ Corriere d 'itta lia " . H . E . Cardinal 
R ichelm y, Archbishop of Turin, honoured 
the Salesians b y  his presence on this occasion, 
and several members of the R o ya l House of 
S avoy, including H er R o yal and Im perial 
Highness Princess L aetitia , very  graciously 
cam e to hear the lecture and to ta k e  p art in 
the closing festivities of the Jubilee.

The lecture itself was a great public tribute 
paid to a great saint, b y  a great orator who 
gave a m ost com prehensive sketch of the life 
and work of St. Francis, and who seemed to 
know ju st how to express in livin g words the 
characteristics of the spirit of the sw eet Patron 
of the Salesians. N either tim e nor space allow 
us to  give any len gth y digest of the lecture in 
this issue; suffice it  to  say  th a t in the space 
of an hour and a quarter the speaker delighted 
his audience; and looking round upon the 
beam ing faces of the Salesians one could see 
th a t th ey appreciated this public peroration 
in favour of their P atron Saint.

St. Francis was shown to be a modern saint, 
and though he died on the 28th Dec. 1622, 
the speaker declared th a t his influence had 
been felt right through these three hundred 
years, and his spirit was abroad to-day, re-gen- 
erated in the person of Don G iovanni Bosco, 
and still being propagated throughout the world 
b y  his spiritual sons.

Pontifical Benediction given  b y  Mgr. V ersiglia, 
assisted b y  Deacon and Sub-deacon and five 
Salesian Priests in wliite copes, brought the 
events of t his m em orable day to  a fitting close. 
May  the Religious Fam ilies of Don Bosco 
become ever more and more em bued w ith  the 
spirit of St. Francis de Sales, their Patron, who 
was- a G reat Priest, a Zealous M issionary, a 
Model Bishop and one of the best-loved saints 
of the Church.

Hymn to St. Francis.

Sing we gentle Francis,
Patron-saint so sweet.

See how kind his glance is!
See how chaste and meek!

Yet his gentle manner 
Won the stern Chablais,

Brought them to his banner,
Pointed them the way.

Patience was his watch-word: 
Cheerfulness his lay:

Charity and Concord 
Ruled his busy day.

Hence Don Bosco chose him  
For his Order new

To his sons he shows him  
A s  their Model true.

Could they have a better?
Surely work and prayer

Were in this great Bishop  
Found beyond compare.

Sing we Great Saint Francis 
Pride of Christendom.

Cling we to his motto,
” Thy Kingdom Come!”



SALESIAN NOTES AND NEWS.

Battersea, The first term  of the scholastic 
London. year was brought to a fitting 

close b y  the annual distribution 
of prizes which too k  place in the large hall on 
the evening of T uesday Decem ber 19th. This 
even t, which form erly took  place a t the con
clusion of the Sum m er term , has of late years 
been postponed till the first term  of the suc
ceeding year, so th a t the certificates awarded 
to successful candidates at the public exam i
nations held in Ju ly  m ay be distributed at the 
same tim e as the prizes and certificates granted 
b y  the school itself. This year there was an 
excep tionally  large attendance of the parents 
and friends of the pupils, and the chair was taken 
b y the R ight R ev. Monsignor Brown, V . G. D. D.

The proceedings opened w ith  a fine rendering 
of the Coronation March from  H en ry V II I ,  
and then an address of welcom e to Mgr. Brown 
was read b y  one of the senior students. The 
report for the year which was n ext subm itted 
b y the R ev. Fr. Sm ith, P refect of Studies, show 
ed th a t the School had m aintained its high 
standard of excellence, not only from an edu
cational standpoint, but also in its fostering 
of h ealthy pastim es and ath letic  sports.

A n en joyable musical program m e was con
tributed  b y the members of the choir and or
chestra, and piano and violin duets b y  the pu
pils were greatly  appreciated b y  the audience. 
Tw o scenes from "T h e  M erchant of V en ice”  
were staged, and the histrionic ta len t displayed 
was of a high order and won well deserved en
com ium  from  the audience. I t  would be odious 
to  a ttem p t to  single out individual characters 
for com m endation— in fa ct all did so well th a t 
individual merit was absorbed in the fine effect 
of the whole, and great credit is due to  the 
P refect of Studies and his assistants for the 
successful and enjoyable w a y  in which the whole 
perform ance w'as conducted. The Salesian P ast 
Pupils were also represented and one of them  
— now a m edical student of London U n iversity—  
spoke in a v e ry  entertaining w a y  to the boys, 
urging them  to m ake the m ost of their chances, 
and em phasising his rem arks b y  pointing out 
the w ay, in which his training at B attersea had 
helped him in his subsequent studies.

A fter the distribution of prizes Mgr. Brown 
rose, am idst h earty  cheers, to  address the large 
gathering. H e pointed out th a t the Salesian

School a t B attersea had a fine spirit of work 
and a fine tradition, and would no doubt in 
the future develop itself and become a very  
strong centre of education. I t  was now linked 
up w ith  the prem ier u n iversity  of the country, 
b y  the transfer of the Salesian N ovitia te  and 
House of Studies from  Burw ash to  Oxford, 
and boy s of ability , industry and am bition 
would have an opportun ity  of going straight 
forw ard to  the highest education procurable. 
T h ey  should, however, remember th a t in any 
school there are generally no more than five, 
or ten boy s at most, who have sufficient ability  
to  gain  scholarships sim ultaneously. O ut of 
th a t num ber only tw o perhaps m ight have 
am bition enough to  m ake an yth in g of the scho
larship. A n d even am bition would n ot take 
a b oy very  far w ithout industry. T h ey had 
a fine school a t B attersea, he w ent on to  say, 
and it  was the d u ty  of ev ery  student to  help 
to m ake the traditions of the school b y  his 
conduct outside as well as inside.

Referring to  the tw o scenes from “ The Mer
chant of V en ice” , staged b y  the senior students 
earlier in the evening, Mgr. Brown heartly  con
gratulated  them  on their adm irable interpre
tation  of the different characters, and hum or
ously rem arked th at, w ithout them  and the 
musicians, the evening would have been a p retty  
dry affair, even w ith his speech at the end.

In conclusion, Mgr. Brow n urged these boys, 
who m ight be about to  leave school on the 
com pletion of their studies to  become members 
of the “ Old B o y s ’ A ssociation” . He was very  
glad to see the Salesian Fathers carryin g on 
the work and tradition  of their founder, the 
Ven. Don Bosco, in g iv in g so prom inent a place 
to  a rt and dram a, m usic and sports. Catholics 
had nothing to be asham ed of in the w ay of 
education, but th ey had to m ake sure th a t they 
were given fair p lay  and justice for all their 
schools (Applause).

The singing of the Salesian School song and 
the N ational Anthem , and three ringing cheers 
for Mgr. Brow n brought the even in g’s enter
tainm ent to a close.

The R ev. Fr. Buss. S. C., late R ector of the 
Salesian School a t B attersea, has now  gone to 
tak e up new duties as Parish-priest of the Ca- 
tholic church in P ort Chester U. S. A . Before 
the war Fr. Buss laboured for fourteen years
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in the States, and during the w ar he rendered 
valuable services to the B ritish A rm y  as a C a
tholic Chaplain. W e wish him every  jo y  in 
thus returning to  the scene of his earlier labours 
and we hope he w ill be spared for m any years 
to continue his good w ork for the Congregation.

Farnborough, On D ecem ber 14th there was a 
Hants. large gathering of clergy and 

la ity  a t the Salesian School, 
Farnborough, to welcom e H is Lordship the 
Bishop of Portsm outh who cam e to the School for 
the annual distribution of certificates and prizes. 
His L ordship was enthusiastically received b y 
the students on his arrival. A fter lunch all 
adjourned to the school hall for the distribution 
and concert. The proceedings opened w ith 
the school song, “ O Alm a M ater, blest be th y  
n am e", follow ed b y  a quartett and chorus b y  
the School choir, and a fine recitation  b y  one 
of the lads. The P refect of Studies, the R ev. 
J. O 'Connor, S. C., rose and briefly  outlined 
the progress made in class-w ork and the public 
exam inations during the past year, and His 
Lordship then distributed prizes and certi
ficates to  those students who were successful in 
the O xford L ocal exam inations. Tw o had been 
awarded first class Honours w ith distinctions 
in L atin  and M athem atics, and one third class 
w ith  distinction in Econom ics. The program m e 
was continued by  selections, from  the “ M ikado”  
b y  the choir, and appropriate recitations.

Prizes and certificates were then awarded to 
the three sections of Form  IV , A . B  and C, and 
the s ix ty  successful candidates of the College 
of Preceptors' exam inations, several of whom 
had gained distinctions. The m usical pro
gram m e was th en  continued, and finally  awards 
were presented to  the lower forms, 46 gaining 
certificates from  the Secondary Schools E x a 
m ination Board.

The second half of the program m e com prised 
“ Scenes from  M acbeth” , ab ly  staged and adm i
rably presented. Great credit is due to  the R ev. 
A. Fuest, S. C. B . Sc., who was largely responsible 
for the production. Further item s b y  the choir 
brought the en joyable entertainm ent to  a close.

H is Lordship then rose am idst great applause 
and in a happy reply w arm ly than ked the boys 
for the ve ry  fine address which had ju st been 
read, and for the delightful perform ance they 
had ju st given. He paid a w arm  tribute to 
their late R ector, Fr. Mc Court, whom  he had 
alw ays recognised as a sincere, gentle and ca 
pable Director, and he then spoke of the great 
w ork done b y  Father Sutherland a t F arn bo
rough before he left to open the A gricultural

College in Lim erick. H e appreciated the exten t 
of Fr. Sutherland's w ork over there, and the 
w ay in which he had surm ounted the m any 
difficulties which are to  be m et w ith in a vast 
undertaking of th a t kind. He knew full well, 
too, th a t the w ork would continue to  prosper 
under the care and guidance of F ath er M cCourt 
who had proved his ab ility  a t Farnborough and 
ju st as he had m aintained the traditions of 
Fr. Sutherland a t Farnborough, would also 
follow in his footsteps in the great work esta
blished a t Lim erick. I t  was alw ays a great 
pleasure for him, the Bishop w ent on to say, to  
visit the Salesian School of Farnborough, and 
after congratulating the boys upon their suc
cesses in the public exam ination, he commended 
them  for their spirit of sport, and pointed out 
th a t th e y  owed their success as much to their 
work in the playing-field as to  their efforts in 
the study-hall and class-room. In  conclusion, 
His lordship h eartily  wished them  all a most 
H appy Christm as and successful N ew  Y ear.

In replying to  H is Lordship, F ath er Suther
land thanked him  on behalf of the staff and 
him self for his great kindness in being present 
on this occasion. I t  w as a lw ays a joyfu l p ri
vilege to welcome their Bishop to  Farnborough, 
as he had ever evinced such deep interest in 
their w ork. T h ey also appreciated the sacri
fice he m ade in this instance, as he would doubt
lessly have a great deal of w ork accum ulated 
during his absence while visitin g H is Holiness 
the Pope. He briefly traced the progress made 
during the past year, and although they had 
a large num ber of boarders and day s-scholars, 
he hoped th a t they  w ould be able to  receive 
more still n ext year . W ith  reference to  his 
work in Ireland, it  was indeed kind of His 
Lordship to  draw attention  to  this. T h ey  all 
knew  how the small band of Salesians had gone 
to  th at country in the terrible days of 1919. 
It  was not his intention to  p o rtray  the aw ful 
events of th a t p e r io d -s u c h  a recital would be 
out of place in this festive gathering. B u t 
w ith  regard to their arrival, a more enthusiastic 
and warm er welcom e could not have been 
extended to  anyone than th a t bestowed upon 
him and his little  Com m unity both  b y  the 
Bishop of Lim erick and the neighbouring clergy, 
H e could never forget their kindness and as
sistance. H e felt particu larly  indebted to the 
Bishop of L im erick for his encouragem ent and 
help. The recent changes which found him 
installed again at Farnborough cam e as a great 
surprise to  him; b u t all he had to say  was th a t 
if he had  had the opportun ity of choosing where 
he was to  be sent, he could have thought of 
no other place than  Farnborough, where he
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had spent so m any happy years before being 
sent to  work in Lim erick. H e also tendered 
his thanks to  those Reverend Fathers who, b y  
their presence, had shown their sym path y 
w ith  the educational ideals of the school, and 
had helped to  m ake their prize-day so successful. 
D uring his absence from  Farnborough he was. 
glad to  see all its old traditions had been w orthily  
upheld and m any im provem ents m ade under 
the rectorship of F ath er M cCourt, and speak
ing for those who were now  responsible for its 
destinies, this work of progress would still be 
carried on to  a successful fruition.

W ith  ringing cheers for the Bishop and the 
R ector and the singing of the “ A d  m ultos anuos 
v iv a t "  the function was brought to  a close.

Pallaskenry, The much revered pioneer-Rector 
Lim erick, of the Salesian A gricu ltural Col

lege here, the V ery R ev. Fr. 
Sutherland S. C. has been transferred to F arn 
borough in E ngland, and the Principal of the 
College is now the V ery  R ev. Fr. J. M cCourt 
who has taken  up his duties w ith ardour, and 
who intends th at, in these days of Ireland's 
resurrection, of the beginning of her prosperity 
and independence, the Salesian College near 
L im erick shall become a potent factor in the 
building up of the country.

Our venerated Superiors at Turin reckon the 
Irish people am ongst the best and m ost gene
rous of their Co-operators, and it is their wish 
th at their first foundation in Ireland shall b e
come one of the most flourishing of Salesian 
undertakings, a n d  this especially from  the point 
of view of vocations. It has been said that 
Irishm en m ake the best Soldiers, Politicans and 
Priests. In  the la tter cap acity  no one w ill dis
pute their excellence, for to  w hat part of the 
w orld have th ey  not gone as Missionaries, and 
w hat Order in the Church has not its percentage 
of Irish members? Don Bosco too, has his 
hum ble Irish followers— Irishm en and sons of 
Irishm en, w ho  a re eagerly looking forward to 
the d ay when the Salesian Order w ill be weild- 
ing a strong religious and social influence over 
the destinies of their dear country.

And w hy should it not? The good seed has 
already been set in Lim erick, and is beginning 
also to tak e  root in Co. Meath. God, through 
the intercession of M ary H elp of Christians, 
will certain ly  give the increase, as indeed He 
does in all Salesian undertakings, b u t we must 
do the watering. W e m ust m ake it our concern 
th a t these first Institutions in Ireland shall not 
be choked in their birth through the encum brance 
of a h eavy  debt or through dearth of pupils.

The college a t Pallaskernry is prim arily an 
institution  which gives a sound scientific and 
technical training to farm er’s sons and other 
youn g gentlem en who feel them selves drawn 
to agricultural pursuits, and this branch of the 
training is carried on under the instruction of 
highly-trained experts. B u t the literary  side 
is not forgotten— in fa ct th e  syllabus for the 
College is a m ost com prehensive one, and one 
need only consult Fr. M cCourt's past record as 
an educationalist to know  th a t the students 
of this College are extrem ely fortunate in being 
under such a principal.

Therefore our Irish C o o p erato rs m ust tell 
their friends of this grand College w hich so 
en tirely meets the needs of rising Ireland. Its 
extensive acres m ust be made the train ing- 
ground of thousands of youn g Irishm en who 
will there learn to becom e w orthy sons—  mo
rally, socially, and intellectually, of the “ Island 
Of S ain ts ’' now slow ly rising up from  its bed of 
suffering, and about to  show the world w hat is 
really  m eant b y  “ Ireland a N atio n ” .

Watsonville, The Salesians and their charges 
California, a t W atson ville were recently 

honoured b y a visit from  H is 
Grace, Archbishop Piani, S. C. A postolic D e
legate to the Philippines whilst on his w ay to  
those Islands.

The distinguished visitor was m et a t the 
school-entrance b y  the President of the school, 
the Salesian Clergy, the School F a cu lty  and 
the whole body of Students, who signalized 
their appreciation of the honour paid them  b y  
their enthusiastic singing and hearty cheers 
of welcome. On the Saturday following H is 
Grace received m any visitors from  distant 
tow ns and villages, who considered th a t noth
ing should stand in the w a y  of their com ing 
to  p ay  their respects to  the representative of 
the H o ly  See, and on Sunday morning, long 
before, the tim e for the service, and regardless 
of the inclem ency of the w eather, the W atson 
ville and P ajaro V alley  people were com ing 
from all directions to  atten d the P ontifical H igh 
Mass celebrated b y  The M ost R ev. Archbishop.

A t the appointed tim e His Grace, escorted 
by the boys of the College, the K n ights o f 
Columbus, the Catholic D aughters of Am erica 
and the Sisters and youn g ladies of N otre D am e 
A cadem y, w ent in solemn procession to the 
church, where he blessed a new statue of Our 
L a d y  H elp of Christians which was then placed 
on the shoulders of four K n ights of Columbus 
and borne in procession round the grounds of
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t he church. Mass com m enced a t 1 1  o ’clock, 
and the im posing Pontifical Function  was 
followed b y  all w ith  the closest attention. A ll 
praise is due to  the choir, under the able d i
rection of Mrs. Agnes Sm ith, which con trib ut
ed  so m uch to  the success of the celebrations.

A  banquet was given  after the mass and at 
3 o ’clock a program m e of sacred songs and 
m usic was gone through w hich, for artistic 
taste  and rendering, has never been equalled 
in this p art of the country before, and will 
long be rem em bered b y  the inhabitants, who 
were enthusiastic in their applause; and indeed 
the artists deserved all the com plim ents w hich 
were bestow ed upon them .

B enediction given  b y  H is Grace brought the 
h ap p y even ts of th a t d a y  to a close, but the 
inhabitants of the V alley  will long remember the 
v isit paid them  b y the k indly Salesian Archbishop.

Cape Town, E a rly  in N ovem ber a great 
South Africa, public effort was made on 

behalf of the Salesian In stitute 
a t  the Cape. The A nnual International B a 
zaar held in the D rill-hall was in aid  of the 
schem e of developm ent which F r. Tozzi, the 
Salesian D irector, deemed necessary in the 
interests of his School of A rts and Trades. The 
staid  Drill-hall was transform ed and made to 
represent the E ternal C ity, whilst the booths 
were so m any g a y  shops in modern Rome 
displaying their wares am idst a most picturesque 
scene of light and colour, the beautiful pan ora
m a of the Seven H ills seen from over the roof- 
ridges m aking an a ttractive  and pleasing picture. 
T h e  stalls were in charge of representatives 
o f m any countries, so th a t there was a v e r it
able  League of N ations in the Rome of the Drill- 
hall, conspiring for the prosperity of the Salesian 
In stitute, and the welfare of its youthful inm ates.

The B azaar was opened b y H is W orship, 
th e  M ayor, on the first day, and in his opening 
speech he showed th a t he had an intim ate 
knowledge of the history of the Salesians and 
of their Founder, Don Bosco, and in reference 
to the Com m unity in Cape Tow n, he said th a t 
th e y  had given  and were giving their services 
unselfishly to  the w ork w ithout an y thought 
of rem uneration, and it was up to the citizens 
to  see th a t th e y  were not handicapped for 
lack  of means.

Sir Frederick de W aal who opened the B a 
zaar on the second d ay said th a t he was one 
of those who believed th a t when the Church 
and the State w orked together th ey  could 
accom plish great things for hum anity, and 
especially in connection w ith  education. In

the present instance the w ork of these Religious 
was far and aw ay above th a t of the State, for 
it was a  labour of love, w hilst w h at the State  
did, it  was more or less constrained to do in 
the w a y  of duty. A n  effort was being made 
b y  the Salesian Fathers to help m any a youn g 
boy to  becom e a useful citizen of the coun try  
in w hich he lived. The pioneers had started 
the good w ork tw enty-five years ago and much 
progress had been m ade since then. The 
object of the present B azaar was to  raise funds 
for building another In stitution  on the F lats  
for the younger boys, so as to  leave greater 
accom odation for the seniors in Cape Town. 
C harity, he said, m eant putting m oney out 
a t a high rate of interest in another place, so 
after all the charitable man was not a bad 
business-man.

The B azaar was a com plete success, and Fr. 
Tozzi and his Com m unity and boys, are very  
grateful to* all those who cam e to  patronize 
the undertaking, and in a special w a y  desire 
to than k the various stall-holders who gave 
so much of their tim e to bring abou t this happy 
result.

Buenos Aires The following extract is  taken
Argentine. from the “ Southern Cross” .
“ A fter an absence from  Argentina of nearly 

foxir months, F ath er Thom as Ussher has been 
w arm ly welcom ed b ack  b y  his m any relations 
and friends and most especially b y  the A rgen
tine Province of the Salesian Congregation.

It is Fr. U ssher’s first v isit to Europe and 
he is really pleased w ith  his trip.

He has brought out tw o Irish students and 
is expecting others who are preparing and 
will be com ing out shortly  to  go through their 
ecclesiastical studies and join the Salesian 
Com m unity in Argentina.

Those who have already arrived are Joseph 
Mulrean from  Moate and John Carroll from 
Dublin. T h ey  are tw o promising, intelligent 
young men of a grand cheerful disposition of 
real Irish type. T h ey  have already gone 
through p art of their L atin  studies and are to 
continue them  in the Salesian College a t Bernal.

W e sincerely congratulate Fr. Ussher on 
his undertaking and we wish the new students 
every  success.

I t  is indeed a m otive of pleasure and pride 
for the Irish Argentine com m unity to  see Irish 
clerical students comin g out for the Argentine 
Mission. A nd no doubt th ey  have a grand 
opening and am ple scope for their zeal in the 
Argentine Province of the Salesian Congrega
tion, which is certain ly in a flourishing state
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and is carrying out a most im portant, religious 
and social work, highly appreciated and encou
raged b oth  by E cclesiastical and C ivil Authorities.

The Salesian Congregation though of very  
modern foundation has becom e m ost popular 
and has taken  root in A rgentina and spread 
in an extraordin ary manner.

I t  has colleges, schools of arts and trades, 
and agricultural schools all over the country.

Its  House of Studies at B ernal has been 
m ost successfully incorporated to the N ational 
N orm al School of Buenos Aires (Escuela N orm al 
de Profesores de la Capital) for alm ost tw en ty  
five years, and has provided for the In stitu
tion  a large num ber of qualified teachers.

Its  Colleges from the c ity  and suburbs can 
easily turn out in public m anifestation in per
fect order, from  four to  five thousand students 
and some fifteen hundred B oy  Scouts or “ E x- 
ploradores de Don B osco”  w ith their banners 
and bands in correct uniform .

Its  E x-A lum n i constitute one of the m ost 
im posing and best organized forces of Catho
lic ity  in A rgentina and tak e  an active  and 
leading part in every  Catholic m anifestation.

A n d while Ireland has been sending priests 
and missioners for centuries to  so m any foreign 
countries and is a t present g iv in g  such special 
attention  to the China Mission, we have every  
reason to hope th a t she will also provide a 
valuable contingent and give new impulse to 
the noble work the Salesians are realizing in 
A rgen tin a .”

SALESIAN COLLEGE,
Pallaskenry, Co. Limerick.

Dedicated to Our Lady H clp of Christians.
The College, founded and organised in  a c 

cordance w ith  the spirit an'd educational method 
of the Venerable Don Bosco, the Founder of 
the Salesians, is situated at Copsewood, P al
laskenry, tw elve miles from  the C ity  of Lim erick, 
and stands in the m idst of an estate of 150 acres.

The vStudents receive a general education in 
all subjects leading up to the M atriculation of 
the N ational U n iversity.

The program m e includes both theoretical 
and practical training in Agriculture. The 
agricultural Students attend the L ectures and 
when on the farm  or in the garden are under 
the supervision and direction of the Professors.

The Studen t for the Priesthood receive 
.special tuition in the Classics and in all the sub
jects necessary for their preparation for the 
E cclesiastical state.

Pension £.36 a year.
Apply for a prospectus to the Rector.

SALESIAN SCHOOL,
Battersea, London, S. W. 11.

Directed and taught by the Salesian Fathers.

A  sound, modern and classical education is 
given, together w ith  a careful religious training.

The School is surrounded by a large garden 
and playground, and is situated  in a v e ry  healthy 
locality, being only a few m inutes' w alk  from the 
park, where the pupils p la y  football, cricket, 
and tennis.

M atriculation and O xford Locals.
For Prospectus, ap p ly  to the Principal.

SALESIAN SCHOOL,
Farnborough, Hants.

Directed and taught by the Salesian Fathers.

The Principal O bject of this B oarding School 
is to  provide a t a m oderate charge a sound R e
ligious, Classical and Com m ercial E ducation . 
The School, which has extensive p layin g fields, 
is most health ily  situated  am ongst the renowned 
Ham pshire Pines. M atriculation and O xford 
Local E xam inations.

For Prospectus, ap p ly  to the R ev. A . S U T H 
E R L A N D , S. C. R ector. 7535 t c .

SALESIAN SCHOOL,
Highfield, Chertsey, Surrey.

Directed an taught by the Salesian Fathers.

This Sch ool is situated  in a beautiful and 
healthful position, surrounded b y  large p la y 
grounds and p layin g fields.

The Course of Studies is the same as at the S a 
lesian Schools a t B attersea and Farnborough.

For particulars apply to  the Principal. 5920'rc.

Preparatory Salesian School,
Burwash, Sussex.

Directed and taught by the Salesian Fathers.

The School is m ost health ily  situated  in 
Sussex, m idw ay between Tunbridge W ells and 
Hastings.

The principal object of the School is to provide 
at a m oderate charge a good Preparatory E d u 
cation. B oys received from the age of six. 
The health and general welfare of the boys are 
under the care of the M atron, a lad y  w ith great 
experience in this special kind of w ork.

For Prospectus, a p p ly  to the P r i n c i p a l .
Good train  service, 1 1/2 hours from Charing 

Cross. 2547 t c .



DEVOTION TO OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS.

From  the m any notices of favours received 
published in the Bulletins sent all over the 
w orld in various languages it is evident th at 
devotion to Our L ad y  H elp of Christians is 
on the increase, and th a t our H oly Mother, 
under her most universal title  is pleased to 
shower her blessings ever more and more abun
d an tly  upon her children in distress. It  seems 
th a t to be a true devotee of Don B osco 's Ma
donna we need only remember th a t we belong 
to the m ighty Christian fam ily  of which she is 
the devoted m other and protectress, and that 
therefore, in every  d ifficulty, in every  danger, 
we m ust run to  her w ith confidence, believing 
th a t as the Mother of God her power to help 
us is alm ost w ithout lim it, and th a t her love 
for us, her fellow-creatures, and a t the same 
tim e her children, m akes her ever ready to  
listen to our cries of distress.

B u t n ot only in trouble and a n xiety  must 
we remember our H eaven ly M other. The 
va st arm y of devotees of M ary H elp of Chris
tians who are such sim ply because of the joy s 
— the unexpected blessings— which this good 
m other has showered upon them , is perhaps 
very  much greater than the num ber of the 
suffering ones. C ertainly we all have to suffer 
som etim e in our lives, b u t how. m any to-day. 
P ast Pupils of Salesian Schools, children of 
P ast Pupils, Religious, Priests, the thousands 
of Co-operators scattered throughout the world, 
are leading happy and contented Christian 
lives, faithful to  God and to their church, 
blessed w ith  little  ones and sufficiently prosper
ous in business, and all this th ey confidently 
believe to  be due to the lovin g care and mo
therly  solicitude of Our L ad y whom  th ey  strive 
to  honour and love sim ply b y  living the lives 
of real Christians.

Our L a d y  is the H elp of Christians, th a t is, 
she is ever ready to come to  t he assistance of 
those who are desirous of pleasing her Divine 
Son. T hey m ay be frail and weak, and who 
of us is not? T h ey m ay fail oftentim es and 
stum ble along the path  of virtue. Am idst 
the hundred and one w orldly considerations 
w hich burden their intellects and well-ingh 
overcom e their will th ey  m ay often desend 
to a very  low  rung on the ladder of perfection. 
B u t so long as they can still la y  claim  to the 
title of Christians they have a H eavenly P ro

tectress who will be m indful of them , and 
who only w ants to be invoked in order to open 
the gates of her treasure-house and pour forth 
her blessings.

This devotion which the three Salesian F a 
milies and all those who come in contact with 
them  have for Our L a d y  H elp of Christians 
is not a species of sentim ental p ie ty  based 
upon some vague religious sense, nor the effer
vescence of a passing enthusiasm ; it  has its 
roots deep in the foundations of C atholic fa ith . 
Our Venerable Father, D on Bosco, had a p a rti
cular devotion  to  Our Blessed L a d y  because of 
his ardent catholic faith  and for all the reasons 
which T heology can bring forward to  prove 
th a t M ary should be regarded b y  us in a manner 
a ltogether unique— and when she is shown to 
be the M other of God, straigh tw ay we must 
concede to her a reverence and hom age to which 
no other of G od’s creatures can la y  claim . 
B u t Don Bosco had a special devotion to M ary 
Help of Christians because of the largeness of 
his Christian heart, because of the Christian 
ch arity  w hich anim ated his being, because of 
his universal ontlook which too k  in a t  once, 
not only the poor little  hungry b o y s  of his first 
O ratory, not only th e needy ones of Turin or 
even of Ita ly , but he had in his mind the millions 
of souls for which the blood of the Son of God 
had been poured on the ground, and he was 
determined th a t th a t aw ful sacrifice would 
not he in vain  but would be preached and 
appreciated throughout the whole world. Don 
Bosco had the heart of a m issionary, but at 
the same tim e being but a poor human m ortal 
he could not b y  him self convert the world. He 
knew how ever where to go for all-prevailing 
help, and w ith  confidence he w ent to  M ary 
Help of Christians, and b y  her aid, and under 
her inspiration accom plished a w ork for Christen
dom such as is given  to but few men to accom 
plish. Our L a d y  H elp of Christians was th e 
wonder-worker who used Don Bosco to  raise 
up in the world a m onum ent to  C hristianity 
w hich m akes an appeal to  all. She is still 
working wonders in the world b y  means of 
Don B osco’s spiritual sons as you  m ust have 
observed in perusing our R ector M ajor’s letter. 
She m akes her power felt, and shows" herself 
to he the d aily  help of thousands and thousands 
of our Co-operators each of whom could tell of
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the blessings which their devotion to Mary 
brings into their lives, and who dem onstrate 
their conviction  of this in no uncertain  w ay. 
And this devotion must become ever more 
and more widespread until all men are anim at
ed b y  a love for their H eaven ly Mother; for, 
grounded in faith , strengthened b y  d aily  proofs 
of its u tility , devotion to Our L ad y  H elp of 
Christians begets in a Christian soul a love for 
God, a lo y a lty  to the Church and a com passion 
for hum anity which longs to prove itself in 
deeds of charity  which all men praise, and which, 
sooner or later, will cause the Church upon 
earth  to be acknowledged b y  all m ankind as the 
real witness of truth, the A rk  of Salvation  
indeed for all.

Graces and Favours.(1)
Newington Avenue, Belfast, Nov. 14 th.—  

W ill you kin dly  have a Mass said, in than ks
g iv in g  to  M ary H elp of Christians and to  the 
B lessed Sacram ent for favours received. I 
enclose a donation.

Mrs. E . K .

Cochin, Nov. 6th.— On the 23nd of Septem ber 
a  policem an cam e to our door and said his 
superior officer had th a t morning lost some 
va lu able  papers in our vicin ity , and asked if 
we had seen or heard of them . M y wife said 
we hadn ’t, b u t she would m ake a N ovena to 
M ary H elp of Christians and Don Bosco, and 
suggested to  the policem an th a t he should do 
the sam e, and he would be sure to  find them . 
T he policem an eyed us suspiciously and actu ally  
w ent to his superior and said he suspected we 
had the records. H ow ever I commenced the 
N ovena and shortly  after was rejoiced b y  a 
v is it from the same policem an sayin g th a t he 
was extrem ely  grateful to  us for our prayers 
for he believed th a t it  was through them  th at 
all the papers had been recovered in a village 
called M onacherrv fives miles aw ay from  our 
home. The good officer entrusted us w ith  
an offering to send to you together with a letter, 
a cop y of which I enclose. I am also enclos
ing an offering for Masses in than ksgivin g for 
the recovery of our little  son Bosco from  pneu
monia. A n d you  will also find herew ith some 
other sm all donations from other grateful 
persons of our acquaintance.

1. M. G o n s a lv e z .

(1) For these accounts 110 higher authority is claimed 
than that attached to authentic human testimony.

Boston. Nov. 5th.— W ill you k in d ly  sa y  a 
Mass, in gratitude to Our L a d y  H elp of Christ
ians for a favour received after promise of pub
lication in the Salesian Bulletin. I enclose 
an offering.

I. C.

Paterson, United States.— For m any years 
b y  reason of a stom ach trouble w hich I h ad , I 
found it impossible to  keep in good health. 
M any medicines were suggested to me but all 
these remedies proved of no value. A t last 
I was advised b y  a D aughter of M ary H elp of 
Christians to  have recourse £0 Our L a d y  Help 
of Christians, to promise to publish the favour, 
if I received it, and to g ive  a sm all offering. 
Our L ad y  was not deaf to m y prayers; she 
obtained for me the cure which I had so long 
desired, and now I am  able to atten d  to my  
duties. G ratefu lly  I com ply w ith m y promise.

S. di S.

St. Paul’s, Brazil. —  M y dear father was 
attacked  b y  vio lent pneumoniay and as the 
doctors thought his case was desperate the L ast 
Sacram ents were adm inistered to him . In m y 
grief I w ent full of fa ith  to  Our L ad y  H elp of 
Christians and made the N ovena recom m end
ed b y  D on Bosco. W h a t jo y  was mine when 
I obtained this much desired favour and m y 
dear father was perfectly  cured.

N. M.

Turin, Nov. 1922.— Some tim e ago I was 
obliged to  find em ploym ent for m y son. I 
prayed w ith  all m y heart and trusted m y p eti
tion to M ary H elp of Christians and a situ a
tion w as found for him. I send as promised 
m y offering and I request you  to publish the 
favour.

A  D evotee of M. H. C.

E n g l a n d , Jan. 1st 1923. — W ould  you k indly 
publish in the Bulletin the follow ing great favour 
th a t we have obtained from Our L a d y  Help of 
Christians and thereby m ake known her power 
and glory. L a st Sum m er we w anted a very  
im portant favou r the gettin g of which m eant 
the w elfare of our fam ily  in this world. Full 
of lovin g confidence we begged of Our L ad y  
under the special title of H elp of Christians to  
be our help now as she had been to so m any 
others in distress. A t  the same tim e we pro
mised to give the Salesian Fathers £.80 to 
enable them  to carry ou their noble w ork, and 
resolved to  have the than ksgivin g published in 
the Bulletin if we obtained our m uch-needcd 
request. A n d now, R ev. F r., I hasten to  m a le  
known th a t Our L a d y  obtained for us ev ery 
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th in g we w anted, and in the v e ry  w a y  we wanted 
it. Blessed and praised for ever and ever be 
Jesus and M ary! Please find a little  corner for 
this, as I would like to m ake it known to ev ery
one who finds it hard to get along in this 
world th a t if th ey  turn to  Our L a d y  H elp of 
Christians, th ey  will soon find everyth in g made 
easy, even beyond their greatest hopes. I am 
payin g m y than ksgivin g in sm all instalm ents, 
and I find it easy to do so, though I am of small 
means. Several other minor favours I have 
also obtained. A  Co-operator.

(Our correspondent sends neither nam e nor 
address— a tru ly  w orthy exam ple of Christian 
fa ith  and generosity. W e hope th a t he (or she) 
will not allow  the paym ent of this thank-offering 
to  be the cause of too much w orry or inconven
ience. The Editor.)

VERVIERS, Belgium.— My little brother of 
six  years of age was attacked  by pneumonia, and 
the doctors feared th a t all chance of recover}’ 
w as gone, and gave me to understand that 
death would soon ensue. I im m ediately had 
recourse to the H elp of Christians, and besought 
the Venerable Don Bosco and the saintly boy, 
D om inic Savio, to  present m y prayers and m y 
petitions to the Q ueen of H eaven.

M y prayers were not in vain, and to the 
u tter astonishm ent of the doctor, m y little 
brother was soon out of danger and the cure 
w as as com plete as it was unexpected. In 
gratitude for this favour which has been gran t
ed me, I beg your acceptance of m y small 
offering.

G. L .

Would English corresponden ts please 
note th a t  the  ra te  of postage for an 
o rd inary  le tte r from England to T urin  
is 3d. We have to pay large sum s aw ay  
y early  fo r excess postage.

D onations for th e  propagation  of Sal
esian  w o rk s, and offerings in connection 
w ith  “ G races and F av o u rs” received, 
m ay be sen t to:

Very Rev. Don Philip Rinaldi 
32 Via Cottolengo, Torino, Ita ly .

N O V E N A  

to Our Lady Help of Christians.

1). To recite for nine days the Our Father, 
H ail M ary  and Glory be to the Father, three times, 
in honour of the Most Blessed Sacrament, adding 
each time, Most Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy 
on us, or Blessed and praised every moment be the 
Most Holy and Most Divine Sacrament; and also 
three times the H ail Holy Queen with the invo
cation, M ary Help of Christians, pray for us.

2). To receive the Sacraments at least once 
during the Novena.

3). To make a promise of a thank-offering, 
if one is in a position to do so. It is suggested 
that this may take the form of an offering towards 
the works of the Ven. Don Bosco, or of a Mass 
in thanksgiving. In accordance with the recom
mendation of the Veu. Don. Bosco a promise to  
publish the favour in Our L ad y’s honour m ay 
also be made,

Of your chanty pray for the repose of the souls 

of the following Co-operators lately-deceased.

R ev. Er. Toal, B elfast, Ireland.
Miss Catherine Gallery, Co.Cavan, Ireland,
A  m ost zealous Co-operator who for m any 

years spared neither tim e nOr trouble in assist
ing Salesian works. She was a faithful cor
respondent of the Superiors a t Turin, and her 
letters nearly alw ays contained considerable 
sums w hich she had collected in the interests 
of the Society.

Miss M ary, A ., R eilly , Bracknell.
Mr. .Burns, B ootle, England.
Mr. P la tt, B attersea, England.
Miss S. W helan, W hitehaven, E ngland.
R ev. John Canon M ’Corm ack P. P. T ip p erary,
Mr. S. J. Coelho, St. A loysiu s’ College, Man

galore.
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