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“  DA MIHI ANIMAS
" Da mihi animas, cetera tolle tib i". 

Abram having returned victorious over 
Chodorlahomor was greeted thus by the 
King of Sodom. The "animas" or men 
were the quondam inhabitants of Sodom 
who had been rescued by Abram. Con­
sequently the King of Sodom had more 
at heart the possession " o f  the men" 
than of the "cetera", or the booty which 
Abram had retaken. The men were more 
important as constituting the real wealth 
of the Kingdom, "the other things" could 
be obtained by energetic labour but the 
men once lost could not be restored by 
any amount of labour, however arduous.

"  Da mihi animas,..... "  Don Bosco
adopted these words as the motto of his 
Society. It was his answer to that counsel 
of the Son of God "Seek ye first the K ing­
dom of God and His justice and all these 
things will be added unto you". "G iv e  
me 0  Lord" the grace to influence the 
souls of men, the kingdom of God on this 
earth. Let me never cease to labour for 
their salvation. In no wise let them be 
lost by any lack of zeal on my behalf. The 
rest 0  Lord" take unto Thy beneficent 
care. Thou who clothest the lilies of the 
field and the birds of the air, wilt not 
allow me to lack raiment or nourishment 
if only I cooperate with thy grace and . 
seek first the salvation of .my own soul 
and, in that, work out the salvation of 
the souls of others".

CAETERA TOLLE”
"D a  mihi animas, ..... "  Man's sojourn

here below is but of short duration. 
Consequently the plea was made to God 
to give "the men" to Don Bosco. Men 
of apostolic fervour, men of sacrifice, 
men of God who would continue the 
work of "seeking first the kingdom of 
G o d ".  The answer was the Salesian 
Congregation.

" ....., cetera tolle" God is not wanting.
The Salesian Congregation was founded 
to seek the justice of God. He, faithful 
to His promise of helping all those 
who trust in Him, took to Himself the 
"cetera". He took the onus of supplying 
the ever increasing necessities of the 
Salesian Society. Pious benefactors came 
forward. These were inspired by Providence 
to bestow their alms on the Salesian 
Congregation. These benefactors were 
so numerous that they formed a third 
order of Salesians— the Co-operators. 
You, my dear co-operators, are the 
spiritual successors of these men. To 
you has been confided the privilege 
of furthering the kingdom of God on 
this earth by the means of co-operation 
whether spiritual or temporal. May God 
give you the grace to correspond to this 
charge so that when at last you come to 
die you may be received into the eternal 
mansions of Him who considers anything, 
however small, which is done to even the 
least of His little ones as done to Himself.



“Haec Dies... exultemus et laetemur in ea
did for religion, how highly he benefited 
humanity, what great spendour he obtain­
ed for the Church catholic, what a great 
and shining example he left to posterity, 
what great and spendid examples of virtue 
he handed down for the benefit of his succ­
essors. It is no easy task, I say, to describe 
the merits of this man who showed himself 
a worthy minister and imitator of Him, 
who said of Himself “ I  am come to cast 
fire on the earth. And what will I , but 
that it be k in d led?"  ( L u k e ,  X I I ,  4 9 ) .  

Indeed if the lack of resources which 
continually oppressed the Servant of G od , 
the contradictions which he likewise suffer­
ed, are compared with the vastness of 
the undertakings carried out by him, and 
with the benefits which he conferred cn 
the human race, admiration will be claim­
ed, not only for the priest burning with 
apostolic zeal, but m o r e . particularly for 
the envoy of the most High, sent to attend 
to the necessities of youth; and those 
words once pronounced by the mouth 
of the Divine Teacher will instinctively 
leap into the mind " The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed 
which a man took and sowed in his field. 
Which is indeed the least of all seeds: but 
when it is grown up, it is greater than all 
the herbs, and becometh a tree so that the 
birds of the air come and dwell in the bran­
ches thereof". ( M a t h .  X I I I ,  3 1 , 3 2 ) .

John Bosco was born in the hamlet of 
M urialdo in Castelnuovo D 'A sti .  His 
parents, it is true, were not endowed wit h 
this world 's  goods, but were remarkable 
by reason of the excellence of the moral 
qualities which they possessed. When 
John was but a child he was bereft of his 
father, and the work of instructing him 
in the rudiments of Christian belief was 
sedulously carried out by his mother. 
Even at this tender age he seemed destin­
ed by nature for great and wonderful 
achievements. He appeared endowed w ith

His Holiness Pope Pius XI.

ence, Justice, Fortitude and. Temperance, 
with the related virtues, were practised by 
John Bosco in an heroic degree?

It is no easy task for any one to describe 
and embrace in a few words, how much 
the Ven. Servant of God, john Bosco,

D E C R E E  CONCERNING

THE BEATIFICATION AND CANONIZATION

o f  V e n . S e r v a n t  o f  G o d

J O H N  B O S C O
T U R I N E S E  P R IE S T .

FOUNDER OF THE PIOUS SA LESIAN  SO C IE T Y  

AND OF THE INSTITUTE OF THE DAUGHTERS

o f  M a r y  H e l p  o f  C h r i s t i a n s .

Q u e s t i o n .  —  Is it certain that the 
theological virtues of Faith, Hope and 
Charity, towards God and his neighbour, 
together with the cardinal virtues of Prud-
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such s ingu lar  gifts, both of m ind and 
body, that it w as clear to all, that to w h a t­
ever walk o f  life he devoted  his talents, 
he w ould  com e forth a brilliant success, 
the creator, as it were , of  som e great 
w o rk . W h ile  still in his teens he began 
to feel the  desire of  consecrating  the 
f lo w e r  of  his youth w holly  to the atta in­
m ent of  the D iv in e  V ocation . U n f o r ­
tunately , h ow ever ,  the means with which 
to prosecute the necessary  studies were  
w h olly  lacking. H o w e v e r  his natural 
talents here supplied  w hat fortu n e  had 
denied. H is  keen intellect and readily  
retentive m em o ry  enabled  him to obtain 
the good-w ill  o f  som e beneficent men 
who readily  helped him th rou gh  the 
years o f  h is preparation .

H a v in g  success fu l ly  passed th rough  his 
preparatory  stud ies ,  John Bosco entered 
the episcopal sem in ary  at C h ie r i ,  w h ere  
he devoted his energies to the s tu d y  of 
p hilosophy and th eo lo gy .  He w as con ­
sidered  a w o rth y  sub ject fo r  the priesthood, 
and scarcely  w as he ordained , but he was 
dra fted  as assistant to a parish in T u r in .  
In this d u ty ,  so great w as his activ ity , so 
great w as the ard our o f  his zeal, that in 
a short t im e  he reaped abun d an t fru its  
o f  his m in is try .  ,

H o w e v e r  his m ind  w as all this tim e 
occupied  with  another object.  C o n ­
t inually  his thoughts  w ere  fixed on the 
negligence, which  w as preva lent in those 
tim es, with regard  to the Christian e d u c a ­
tion of  youth . A n x io u s  to re m ed y  this 
evil ,  he turned  his efforts and assiduous 
labours prim ari ly  to that class of  youth 
which w as  a ltogether destitute of  any 
kind o f  teacher w h a tso v ev er .  H e  m ade 
it his ch ie f  ob jective  to assist them , to 
instruct them , to protect them  by every 
means in his p ow er.  F in a l ly ,  so that 
this beneficent su p p o rt  should  never  be 
w an tin g  to this class of  youth , he judged 
it w ise  to fo u n d  a re lig ious fam ily  which 
w ould  consecrate itself  to this w ork .

U n h esitating ly  and with scru p u lou s  care 
he applied  h im self  to brin g  into being 
the plan w h ich  he had p urposed . All

the talents w hich  H eaven had bestowed 
upon him w ere  em p loyed  in the p ro se c u ­
tion o f  this sub lim e  end, fo r  the g lory  of 
G o d  and the salvation o f  souls .  T r u ly  
a s ingu lar w ork  of faith  and p iety ,  which 
alone suffices to give an idea of  the in ­
te lligence and sanctity  o f  this rem arkable  
priest!  T h i s  w ork  d em and ed  im m ense  
labours, contradictions, journeys  and, in 
a w o rd , a laborious and ard uou s life. 
A lth ough  h um an m eans w ere  tota lly  lack ­
ing, although the y o u n g  S o c ie ty  was 
oppressed with w ant, a lthough difficulties 
and contradictions rose up from  all sides, 
neverthe less ,  with the aid which he so l ic i t­
ed from  generous benefactors , the V e n ­
erable S e rv a n t  of  G o d  w as able to su p p ly  
all needs. N e v e r  did his soul becom e 
d iscouraged , no m atter how great were

The Venerable John Bosco.

the cares w hich  oppressed  it. D ep r ived  
of all resources his congregation could 
not exist,  m uch  less deve lo pe ! I he ne­
cessit ies o f  life w ere  often lacking! W hat 
then was the course of action pursued 
by the man o f  G o d ?  W ith all s im plic ity  
he d isp layed  the needs, the necessit ies
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of his children to those endowed with 
this world 's goods and solicited their 
support, without however rendering their 
•charity less spontaneous by unseasonable 
-or importunate demands.

All the qualities, (whether natural or 
acquired), of heart and intellect which go 
to make the great educator, were ad ­
mirably harmonised in the character of 
the Servant of G o d . T h e  gentleness 
o f  his speech attracted the young: his 
paternal care brought them to him at all 
times: and his speech, always aimiable, 
fostered their light-heartedness or direct­
ed them along the path of virtue and 
piety. As a tender father his immense 
love embraced all his children: of each of 
them he took particular care: he captivated 
the affection of all to such an extent,that 
they  seemed bound to their master by a 
chain of love. Everything about him 
was sweetness itself and human passions 
seemed never to have taken root in his 
soul.

From his conversation there flowed 
an unknown and divine force which 
swept away the darkness oppressing the 
mind, moved hearts, and inclined them 
to the observance of the precepts of the 
Gospel. From his pen there flowed a 
great number of pamphlets, which have 
been spread abroad in the whole would, 
to instruct youth and to kindle in their 
souls the flame of Christian piety. In 
this manner did the Ven. Servant of G od  
show hinself a worthy priest of that God 
whose lips guard wisdom to teach it to 
the illitterate and to excite the lukewarm 
to devotion.

He spent his whole life in pursuance of 
the work which he had proposed to him ­
self, namely, the perfecting and develop­
ing of his Society. T o  this Society he 
soon added another, that of the Daughters 
of M ary , Help of Christians, which was 
to do for girls that work, which the Salesian 
Society was doing for boys. Both found­
ations he placed under the protection of 
a Saint, to whom he had always displayed 
a lively devotion, S t  Francis of Sales.

In the work of maintenance and de- 
velopement of both these families he 
endured not only many fatigues, but 
above all he faced with a resolute heart, 
unheard-of obstacles, and bore with a 
patient spirit, the contradictions and o p ­
position which came to him from these 
very people, from whom, by right, he 
expected aid and support.' Before finish­
ing his career he gave his attention and 
energies to another work, namely, to the 
diffusion of the light of the Gospel and 
of the benefits of the faith, am ong the 
savage tribes situated in the most distant 
and inhospitable regions of the earth.

All these works were undertaken, not 
for a desire for wealth, not for a desire 
for fame, but solely for the glory of G od 
and for the salvation of souls, and in that 
spirit of w isdom " which reacheth from 
end to end mightily and ordereth all things 
sweetly". (Wisdom V I I I . 1). He saw 
his undertakings develope under his 
guidance, to the surprise and wonder 

,o f  all, even of those very people who 
tried to cast aspersions on, or to deny, 
the sanctity of the founder.

It is thus that the name of John Bosco, 
priest of G od , became famous among 
men and at the* present time there is no 
part of the earth where his name and 
memory are unknown or not venerated.

After his death which occurred on the 
3 1s t  of January 1888, in the seventy- 
third year of his age, the fam e of his 
sanctity shone forth more brilliantly than 
ever and won the admiration of the Chri s­
tian peoples. T h u s  four years after 
this event there was already being discuss­
ed the raising of this man to the honours 
of the altars. In accordance with this 
end, the archiepiscopal Curia of T urin  
formally instituted a searching process, 
in keeping with the prescriptions of Canon 
Law, on the life and works of the Servant 
of G o d . Following the completion of the 
several judgments which our laws strictly- 
require before proceeding further with 
the cause, the formal examination 
of his virtues was undertaken. T h is
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necessitated four sittings, at which were 
exercised such care and laudable severity 
that the decisions there passed are 
worthy of strong credence and rejoice 
in secure authority.

T h e  "ante-preparatory"  sitting took 
place at the residence of His Eminence

Cardinal Vico on the 3 1 s t  of July 1925. 
T w o  preparatory sittings followed, in 
the course of which the opinions and 
votes of each of the judges were taken 
with scrupulous exactitude. Finally, on 
the 8th of February, the whole of the 
Congregation of Rites assembled in the 
presence of His Holiness, Pope Pius X I ,  
and the relator of the cause Cardinal 
Vico proposed for discussion the fo llow ­
ing doubt "Is  it certain that the theological 
virtues of Faith , Hope, and Charity, to­
wards God and his neighbour, together 
with the cardinal virtues of Prudence, 
Justice, Fortitude and Temperance, with

their related virtues, were practised by 
John Bosco in an heroic degree?" T h e 
members of the Congregation of Rites, 
the Cardinals and consulters replied 
unanimously in the affirmative. T h e  Holy 
Father accepted this return with satisfact­
ion. He adjourned the meeting and

deferred the proclamation of the decree. 
He exhorted the members assembled to 
join their prayers with his in order to 
obtain from heaven special light in an 
affair of such great moment.

Finally having resolved to publish his 
opinion, the Holy Father chose Sunday 
of Sexagesima, 30th of February for this 
purpose. H aving celebrated the Holy 
Sacrifice of the M ass, he summoned to 
his presence His Eminence, Cardinal 
Vico, Bishop of Porto and St. Rufina, 
Prefect of the Congregation of Rites and 
relator of the cause, as also R. P. Charles 
Salotti, promoter of the Faith and myself

Becchi. The birthplace of Ven. John Bosco.
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70 —

secretary of the said Congregation of 
Rites, in our presence, seated on the 
pontifical throne, His Holiness solemnly 
declared that " the practice of the theological 
virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity, towards 
God and his neighbour, together with the 
cardinal virtues of Prudence, Justice, F o r­
titude and T emperance, with their related 
virtues, existed in the Venerable John Bosco 
in an heroic degree".

■ He further ordained that this decrce 
be published and inserted in the Acts of 
the Congregation of Rites under date 
the 30th of February 1927.

A. Cardinal Vico 
Bishop of Porto and St. Rufina 

Prefect of the Congregation of Rites.

A n g e  M a r i a n i  

Secretary of the Congregation of Rites.

 Promoters’ Meeting at Battersea (London). 
  

The Feast of St. Francis of Sales was 
the occasion of a meeting at the Salesian 
School Battersea of the Promoters of the 
Union of Salesian Co-operators. The 
attendance was quite good athough una­
voidable circumstances prevented some 
of the most ardent Promoters from being 
present. The Sacred Heart Parish was 
well represented by zealous Promoters 
of many years standing. The President 
of this important gathering was the Very 
Rev. M . H. McCarthy. S .C . Rector of 
the Salesian School. The Secretary M r 
Grundy was unavoidably absent and his 
place at the meeting was taken by the 
Rev. S. Reddy, of St Mary's, Chelsea, 
who has for many years been connected 
with Salesian activities, first as a 
boy at Farnborough, and then as an active 
Promoter of the Union of Co-operators.

The Rev. President in declaring the 
meeting open took the opportunity of 
referring to the death of the Provincial 
the Very Rev. F. Scaloni S .C . which 
took place in April 1926. That the 
deceased had presided at the General 
Re-union of January 1926, at which he 
had announced his approaching departure 
for South. Africa and the Belgian Congo. 
That the late Provincial had always dis­
played the liveliest interest in the Co- 
operators and was always very much 
rejoiced at the progress which the Union 
was making. The Rev. M . H. McCarthy

was followed by M r Kenny, who put it 
to the meeting that, as the present occasion 
was the first opportunity presented to 
them, the Co-operators should put on 
record in the minutes of the meeting, 
their deep feelings of respect and sorrow, 
for the loss of so hearty and sincere a 
friend, as the late F. Scaloni S .C . The 
motion was carried and the business of 
the meeting proceeded.

 The announcement of the appointment 
of the Very Rev. A. Tozzi S .C . as' Provin­
cial was the occasion of a motion by M r 
G . Bleach that the General Re-union of 
Co-operators be postponed until the said 
Fr. Tozzi should be in England, and able 
to receive, in person the good-wishes of 
the Salesian Co-operators. A resume 
of his life in Cape Town, and of the splen­
did work he has there achieved was given, 
and inspired the Promoters with feelings 
of hope, that the Union would continue 
to progress, even more rapidly under his 
able guidance.

I he progress of the Cause of Dan 
Bosco was discussed. {As the official 
announcement is contained in the present 
issue I refrain from quoting the interest­
ing discussion— Ed).

Reference was made to the Introduc­
tion of the Cause of Father Augustus 
Czartoriski, S. C., a member of a princely 
Polish family and a priest of the Salesian 
Congregation. He was a generous con-



tr ib u tor  to the expenses o f  the bu ild ing  
o f  our parish church of  the Sacred  Heart, 
Battersea, he being a fr iend  of  th e  form er 
Rector , the V e ry  R e v .  C .  B. M a c e y .

F r .  S .  R e d d y  in a d dress ing  the meeting, 
dealt with a point which  deserves great 
m editation. H e urged the Prom oters  to 
w iden  their  circles of  C o -o p erato rs  and 
thus, incidentally ,  w id en  their  f ie lds  of 
activ ity  in sp rea d in g  the K in g d o m  of 
G o d .  T h a t  when the circles becam e 
too w ide  fo r  one Prom oter other C o -  
operators should  be induced  to take up 
th e  good w o rk ,  and carry  on the great 
ideal o f  universal co-operation . S o  m uch 
could be done by the Salesian C o -o p e r ­
ators in the service  o f  the ch urch . S o  
m uch good was possible  to their  energetic 
end eavour.  S o  m uch progress  would 
acrue to the C h u rc h  from  the enlightened 
and en ligh ten ing  efforts of  the Prom oters . 
T h e  C a tho lic  Re l ie f  Bill had recognised 
that catholics w ere  as good citizens as 
any other m em b ers  of  the c om m u n ity .  
L e t  the efforts of the C o -o p e ra to rs  testify  
to the truth ,  not only of  this fact, but 
also to the truth of another and more 
im portant fact ,  nam ely , that Catho lics ,  
that Sales ian  C o -o perato rs ,  th at Salesian 
Prom oters ,  w ere  also m em b ers  of the 
C h u rc h  o f  H im  w h o said "  Do good to 
them that hate you". L e t  the  C o -o p e r ­
ators by th e ir  C h a r ity  to w ard s  non- 
catholics, by  their  love for  their  c o -re ­
ligionists, by their  zeal in prom oting  their 
own U n io n ,  be w o rth y  of the ancient 
eu logy  " See how these Christians love 
one another."

T h e  w ork  is not strenuous.  It is 
hard ind ubitab ly  but the rew ard  will 
fa r  outweigh the labour. Relig ion  and 
m orality  are in dire  need of firm , c o u ­
rageous and unselfish advocates. W ho 
are better fitted than catholics to take up 
this p o s it io n ?  A nd  forem ost  am o n g 
these advocates there  should  stand the 
Salesian C o-o perato rs .  T h e  co-operators  
s hould prov ide  the anti-dote to the irre- 
l igious poison that is seeking by so m any 
means to insinuate itself into the youth

of the present day A n im m oral,  not 
to say irre lig ious press, a decadent theatre, 
a w ave  of  im m odest films, im m odest 
dictates o f  fashion, a cataract of  undesirable  
literature, are s omee of the m eans being 
em ployed  fo r  the subvers ion  of the faith 
o f  catholics, and fo r  the "b l in d in g - to -  
th e - l ig h t"  of the non-catholics.  A g a in s t 
each and all o f . th e se  th ings our c o -o p e r­
ators have to take a stand , pr im ari ly ,  by 
e xam ple ,  by  absta in ing from  patronising 
them , and secondly  by counsel to the 
unw ary ,  or indifferent as to the im m inent 
danger o f  pervers ion . T h e  Catholic  
C h u rc h  has a lw ays  stood forth  as the 
teacher par excellence. "G o  ye and teach 
all nations". T h e  D iv in e  com m and  hr.s 
been, and is being  carried out, to the 
best of  the C h u rc h 's  ability  but Sh e  
cannot be expected to devote her atten­
tion to individuals: here then is the work 
o f  catholics in general and of Co-o perato rs  
in particular.  Let  the C o -o p erato rs  be 
" a  voice from  the m in a re t "  s if t in g  truth 
from  error, restraining the vagaries  of  
the hum an m ind , keeping intact the faith , 
while  p ass ing  on the torch of  knowledge. 
L e t  the C o -o perato rs  be a bu lw ark  against 
irreligion and secularism , a broadcasting  
station fo r  Christ ian  m orality  and an 
agehcy, of  the C h u rc h ,  which was d iv inely  
constituted the teacher o f  all ages "even 
to the consummation of the w orld".

A  very  succesfu l m eeting was concluded 
by the recitation of  the De profundis for 
the soul o f  the late Fran cis  Sca lo n i.  S C .
D . D .

W e urge our C o -o perato rs  to make 
the general m eeting as successfu l as 
possible  " b y  tu rn in g  up in th e ir  th o u s­
a n d s " ,  or at least in their  hund reds.  
Notif ication o f  the date will be forw arded  
to each C o -o p e ra to r  by the R e v .  President, 
V e ry  R e v .  M .  H. M c C a r t h y  S C .

God does not send us trials to lose our 
souls, but to save them; if we do not know 
how to profit by them it is our own fault.
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Mariana.
T h e  month of M a ry !  Instinctively 

alm ost the month of M a y  is associated 
with the name o f  the Virgin M other.  
Universally throughout this month are 
her altars decked with flowers. T h e  
flowers of the field, gathered by the children 
of the poor, deck her lowly shrines in 
the homes of the poor of this earth. M ore  
costly flowers bedeck her altars in the 
num erous catholic schools throughout the 
catholic world. The church exhorts her 
children throughout the month to  visit 
the church to pay their hom age to G o d  
and H is holy m other and thus to come 
to Jesus through M ary .

I h e  hym ns to M a ry  are num erous 
and sufficiently well known to need no 
quotation. Catholic writers have ever 
tried to voice their love for the M other  
of G o d  in verse worthy of the them e. 
But other writers outside the catholic 
church have from  tim e to time been so 
influenced by the beauty of this in com ­
parable Queen that they too have written 
of her in no unm istakable accents. T h u s  
we find Lord Byron  address in g  the Queen 
of Heaven

"A ve  M a r ia ! ' tis the hour o f prayer: 
Ave M a r ia ! ‘ tis the hour of love:
Ave M a r ia ! M ay  my sp irit dare 
Look up to thine and thy Son's above? 
Ave M a ria ! oh, tha t face so fa ir,
Those down cast eves beneath the A lm ighty

[D ove".

Prayer and love! Syn on im ou s term s!  
T h o se  who love their m other always 
pray to  her to protect them  through the 
long hours of conflict which life always 
brings. T h o se  who truly love, they truly 
dare to lift up their eyes to the M other  
of G o d  in reliance on her aid, for  it is 
to be expected that they, whose m other 
Christ  appointed  her to be from  the 
cross, will receive her loving attentions 
if only they them selves vouchsafe som e 
sm all s igns of love for  this mother. A no­

ther Poet voices his adm iration o f  her 
universal sym pathy  in the following lines

"V irg in  and M other of our Redeemer!  
A l l  hearts are touched and softened at her

[name;
A like  the bandit w ith the bloody hand, 
The priest, the prince, the scholar and the

[peasant,
The man o f deeds, the visionary dreamer, 
Pay homage to her as one ever present

T h  us does Longfellow  express  h imself 
and goes on to say that if the catholic 
church gave us nothing else than this  
exam ple o f  all w om anhood , then that 
fact alone would m ore than suffice to  
prove that faith

“ ..................................... higher and truer
Than a ll the creeds the world has known

[before".

T ru ly  the m odern age m ight well 
turn  to M a ry  and learn som e salutary 
lessons. T h e  true m odel of w om anhood 
would certaintly prove an antidote to 
the ab uses  which, under the tyranny of 
fashion, m odern wom an has suffered herself 
to adopt. 1 he true  dignity of wom an, 
the restoration of true  chivalry, would 
really follow if only women would turn 
to M ary  and take exam ple from  one " so 
m ild, so good, so patient, so loya l, so 
loving, so pure". It only needs a little 
courage. T h e  blase' sense of the m odern 
age would soon give way to a little d e ter­
mined resistance to its vulgar decrees, 
and who are more qualified to give this 
resistance than the catholic wom en of 
the world, than the children of M ary , 
than the devotees of M ary ,  Help of C h r is t ­
i a n s ?  N o n e !  and hence we expect that 
every catholic w om an, every child o f  
M ary ,  every Salesian C o-operator will 
take her stand in opposition to those 
im m odest  fashions which the Pope has 
proscribed  in his public utterances.
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"C o n so ler  of the afflicted” . T h is  is 
one of the most heartening of the Litany's  
invocations and a great writer has thus 
sung this invocation—

"A ve  M aria! Maiden mild—
Listen to a maiden's prayer:
Thou canst hear though from the wild, 
Thou canst save amid despair.
Safe may we sleep beneath thy care, 
Though banished outcast and reviled.—  
Ave M aria! stainless styled 
Foul demons of the earth and air 
From this their wonted haunt exiled, 
Shall flee before thy presence fair,
We bow us to our lot of care,
Beneath thy guidance reconciled—
Hear for a maid a maiden's prayer; 
And for a father hear a child" ,

T h u s  S ir  W alter Scoff.
T h e  honour given to M ary  is a stum bl­

ing block for many a well-meaning protes- 
tant. Little do they dream of their error 
b eing gross and unspiritual. W e honour 
G od  in honouring His mother and this 
truth was grasped well by K eble, who 
in " th e  Christian Y e a r "  thus writes of 
the honour and glory of M a ry —

“ Ave M aria! thou whose name 
A ll but adoring love can claim,
Yet may we reach thy shrine;
For He, thy Son and Saviour, vows, 
To crown all lowly lofty brows,
With love and joy like thine''.

Again a favourite theme for protestant 
controversy has always been the Im m a­
culate Conception. Illogical and bigot­
ed they have failed to see the irrational 
attitude they adopted. G iven , as most 
of them do give, the Divinity of Christ 
the natural consequence is the Inmaculate 
Conception. N o  diminution of the power 
of Christ is here betrayed but rather the 
fulness of His Redemption is here por­
trayed. Wordsworth in his "E cc le s ias ­
tical Sonnets"  in which he is by no means 
partial to the catholic church and her 
creed, yet speaks in the following glow­
ing terms of M ary 's  Immaculate Concep­
tion.—

Mother, whose virgin bosom was uncrost 
With the least thought to sin allied: 
Woman above all women glorified 
Our tainted nature's solitary boast:
Purer than foam on central ocean tost” .

In his immortal " R im e  of the Ancient 
M a r in e r" ,  S. T. Coleridge puts into the 
mouth of the mariner words of thanks­
giving for the rain which brought salva­
tion to him. T h e  effect of the rain was 
to induce a healing sleep upon the weary 
and stricken man and the words of joy 
and gratitude are addressed to M ary  
Queen of Heaven—

0 sleep it is a gentle thing,
Beloved from pole to pole!
To M ary Queen the praise be given!
She sent the gentle sleep from heaven 
That slid into my soul''.

Beneficence and gratitude it is said 
are strangers to one another. T h e  Queen 
of Angels is ready, aye eager, to dispense 
the blessings of her Son to those who 
ask: but it ought to be remembered that it 
is, at least, good manners to say "T h a n k  
y o u "  for benefits received. M ary  will 
always show herself as the Help of C hrist­
ians but we on our part must never allow 
our thanks-givings to be unrecorded. A 
raising of the heart and mind to G o d !  
and yet how many of us forget, not through 
malice, but through carelessness the little 
word of thanks, which means so much 
to M ary , who with joy presents these 
tokens of gratitude to her beloved Son, 
who is only thus rendered more ready 
to grant favours.

"H ail, full of grace! Thy touch of mystic
[healing

Laid on our hearts when pain and woe assail, 
Is like the tidal wave of heavenly feeling 
Flooding thy soul when Gabriel whispered

[" Hail"
O  Mary, reaching through the hovering

[shadows,
Find us and bind us on the road we fare, 
Till out of sleep we waken in God's meadows, 
And thou, O Help of Christians, greet us

[there!"
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THE SALESIAN WORLD

The Salesian College 
Bolton.

A  B ish o p 's  tribu te.

Another step in the progress of the 
Salesian work in 'catholic Lancashire7 
was achieved, when his Lordship the 
Right Rev. Dr. Henshaw, Bishop of Sal­
ford, blessed the new extension of the 
Salesian College, Bolton. He was attended 
by the parish priests of the deanery.

At the close of the religious function 
the Bishop was given a short entertain­
ment by the pupils and received an address 
of welcome.

His Lordship, replying, said Bolton 
was a great Catholic town, and in no part 
of Lancashire were the Catholics more 
loyal to their clergy, to their Bishop, and 
to their religion. Consequently, he was 
especially pleased to see a secondary 
school provided for the Catholic boys of 
Bolton.

The B ish o p ’s Schooldays.
His Lordship went on to say that that 

was a great day for the boys, and he 
knew they would always remember 
it as one of the great days of their lives. 
They were more fortunate than their 
parents, for the latter had not had the same 
opportunities. Seeing the fine class­
rooms and hall made him think of the less 
fortunate circumstances in which he and 
some of the priests around him were placed 
when they were boys. He had to walk 
four miles to school every morning, and 
if they wanted to play football they had 
to walk another two miles to get to the 
field.

At Thornleigh they had beautifal grounds 
and plenty of room for their games. 
They had every facility for developing

all their faculties, and by the only orga­
nisation that knew how to train children 
in the right way— the Catholic Church.

The W eapon o f  K n ow ledge .
A teacher, said His Lordship, was 

born, not made. Teaching was a vocation, 
and they were especially privileged in 
having the Salesian Fathers in charge of 
their education. The Ven. Don Bosco, 
the founder of the Salesians, was one of 
the greatest educators of his age, and he re­
called a quotation from his works: "  K now ­
ledge is a weapon that could be used for 
good or for evil. In itself it was indifferent, 
but it could be wielded for great good or 
for great e v i l " .  In a school of that kind 
they would be taught how to use the 
knowledge they acquired for their own 
good and for the good of others.

Last year, on his way to Rome, he 
stopped at Turin for a short time, and 
he spent that time in visiting the school 
in which Don Bosco began his work. On 
his arrival at the Salesian Oratory he was 
shown the schools, and he was very im ­
pressed by all that he saw.

A  F eelin g  o f  S a tisfa ction.

What interested him most was to see 
the boys in the technical school engaged 
in their work with the air of "little"  men, 
and the seriousness, the silence, and the 
sense of responsibility, with which they 
carried out their work. Whilst admir­
ing these schools and all that he saw, he 
could not help feeling great satisfaction 
in the thought that the Salesian Fathers 
had now come into his diocese.

The Bishop then thanked the boys for 
their prayers and their good wishes, and 
he asked the Rector to allow them to have 
the following day as a holiday, so that 
they might have a long week-end in



honour of his first official visit to the 
school.

T h e  boys and their parents then went 
to the college chapel, where the Bishop 
gave Benediction.

P A L L A S K E N R Y  (Ireland).

Our kind Irish Co-operators and well- 
wishers are earnestly requested to direct 
their united efforts to make Ven. D . Bosco's 
first foundation in Pallaskenry, Co. L im ­
erick. a great success.

Here two essential Salesian activities 
are being carried on:

1) Tra in ing youths to become practical 
and successfull farmers.

2) Tra in ing young boys and young 
men for the Priesthood and Lay B ro­
therhood.

As a sum of over twenty thousand 
pounds has been sunk in this great un­
dertaking, our Co-operators can easily 
realise how much the Salesians stand 
in need of their constant and generous 
support.

A Million Shillings Fund, under Our 
Lady  Help of Christians' patronage, has 
already been started with a view of clear­
ing off our present and future liabilities.

Offerings for Masses will also be of 
immense help, as also will Burses for 
necessitous vocations to the priesthood. 
Prayers, morning and evening, are said 
for our Co-operators by our priests, 
brothers and boys. Every  Saturday a 
special M ass is offered up for Subscribers 
to our M illion Shillings Fund. Those 
Subscribers who contribute ten shillings 
per annum towards this fund will be regar­
ded as Special Benefactors and shall have a 
special M ass and Prayers offered up for 
their intentions on the 24th of every 
month.

All Communications to be addressed:—  
Very Rev. Father P. B. M c C o n v i l l e ,  S .C . ,

Salesian Agricultural College, 

P A L L A S K E N R Y ,  Co. Limerick. Ireland.

MONTEVIDEO (South America).

On February 8th last 4 10  ex-pupils 
of Don Bosco (Salesian Old Boys), and 
160 Don Bosco Boy Scouts, with the 
Band of the Pius IX  College, Buenos 
Aires, chartered a steamer at a cost of 
10,000 dollars, and went to Montevideo to 
take part in the celebration of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the foundation of the 
Pius IX  College in Villa Colon, M o n te­
video. In connection with this Golden 
Jubilee a monument to the discoverer 
of America, Christopher Colum bus, was 
unveiled.

T h e  monument is situated in front 
of the Pius IX College. Amongst those 
present at the inauguration were Presi­
dent Serrato and several high govern­
ment officials.

When they landed at Montevideo the 
excursionists placed a wreath of natural 
flowers on the monument of Artigas, 
with the following inscription: " T h e  Sal­
esian Old Boys' Association of Argentine, 
on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the foundation of the College of Pius 
IX, of Villa Colon, pays its respects to 
the native land of Artigas, January 30th

1927"  •

After this interesting little ceremony 
the visitors "  com m andeered"  twelve 
special tramcars and proceeded to Villa 
Colon where they heard Mass and receiv­
ed Holy Communion, and subsequently 
they assisted at the inauguration of the 
monument to Colum bus in the "  Plaza 
Don Bosco” .

At midday there was a big lunch in 
the Pius IX College where eight hundred 
guests were entertained, and the travel­
lers from this side of Admiral Brown's 
River raised a quaint flagstaff from which 
streamed the Argentine, Uruguayan and 
Papal flags.

In the afternoon there were trips around 
the city, and after dinner in the Salesian 
College the excursionists took the boat 
at 10 p. m. on the return journey to 
Buenos Aires.
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The buildings involved in the disastrous fire of Feb. 7th 1927.

WATSONVILLE (U. S. A.).

On the 7th. of February of the present 
year there occurred at the Salesian O r­
phanage of S t  Francis a disastrous fire. T h e  
damage occasionsd by the conflagration 
is estimated at some 60,000 dollars while 
the insurance policy covers a mere 39,000 
dollars. T h e  three structures involved 
in the disaster were the Church, the 
School, and the Convent of the Daughters 
of M ary  Help of Christians. T h e  out­
break was discovered at 12 -30  a. m. on 
Sunday morning. T h e  local fire brigade 
was summoned but the flames had gained 
too great a hold to be extinguished. T h e  
small pressure of water within the school 
area was a grave item in this instance. 
T h e  flames lighted the country-side for 
miles arounu, being seen at Santa Cruz 
and Hollister. Naturally the concourse

of people was by no means small and 
many rendered such aid as was possible 
under the circumstances. M uch bedding 
and other equipment taken from the 
laundry was saved as also were a number 
of agricultural instruments. A lamen­
table fact is that the machinery in the 
laundry had but lately been installed, and 
hence, was not covered by the insurance 
policy. By 2.30. a. m. the fire had 
consumed the Church, School and best 
part of the Convent.

T h e  origin of the outbreak is uncertain. 
It is surmised that since it had its origin 
in the church the falling of the sanctuary 
lamp may have started the conflagration. 
Another theory is that of the fusing of 
the electric wire. T h e  buildings are 
almost entirely built of wood, which fact 
goes far to explain the rapidity with which 
the flames spread. T h e  larger church
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was built some twenty-five or thirty 
years ago and is situated close to the old 
structure which was also involved in the 
disaster. Valuable altar vestments and 
appurtenances were consumed before an 
attempt could be made to salvage them. 
A feature of the fire which attracted 
general attention was the fact that, long 
after the new church was a mass of ruins, 
the cross on the steeple still held its posi­
tion. In fact the spire and front wall 
were the last parts of the building to 
crumble.

S. FR A N C ISC O . CALIFO RNIA (U.S.A).

Another attempt was made on the 
Salesian Church here. This constitutes 
the fifth attempt to blow up the church. 
The police have had the building under 
surveillance for some time but have been 
eluded up the present occasion when

success attended their efforts. Tw o in­
dividuals were surprised in the act of 
placing a bomb in the church and attempt­
ed to make good their escape. The 
police called upon them to stop, which 
order being ignored, the only course 
was to open fire. One of the dynamitards 
was killed and the other seriously 
wounded. Whether this dastardly work 
is merely the operation of some fanatics or 
due to the macchinations of some secret 
society has not yet been discovered.

ST. PA TR IC K 'S (Malta).

Prize-giving is perhaps, of all the days 
in the scholastic year, the one that is 
most eagerly awaited. Some look for­
ward to this day as the final polish on 
the past year's work. Some as an augury 
for the future. Some, and this class is 
by far the most numerous, as an incentive

Inferior of church prior to the conflagration.



to greater efforts so tha t  they too will be 
able to  take a personal share in the  great 
event on the  next occasion. Parents 
arrive to  see their children being aw ard­
ed the fruits of industry. T h is  day for 
t hem is really the only reward they obtain

Services and by th e  religious and civil 
autorities of the Island. The visitors were 
welcomed in a neat speech by the  cap­
tain of the  school, who pointed out the 
great work which the Salesians had 
done and were doing in the spiritual

The convent at W atson- 
ville after the fire.

The convent is situated on 
the extreme left o f the 
photo on p. 76.

for the  many sacrifices they are obliged 
to  make to give the ir  children a good 
catholic education. T o  add splendour 
and solemnity to the  occasion some im ­
portant personage is usually invited to 
d istribute  the  prizes, with the  usual com ­
plimentary remarks, to the lucky prize­
winners.

T h is  interesting event took place at 
S t Patrick's in the presence of Sir Thom as 
and Lady Helena Best supported  by many 
distinguished mem bers of staffs of the

and economic development of the  Maltese 
and th u s  incidentally of mem bers of the  
British Empire. T h e  young orator went 
on to laud the  educational advantages 
which were furnished by the  School, and 
added the  im portan t fact tha t  the  boys 
were taugh t a trade, which made them 
ready to take the ir  places in the  battle 
of life, as soon as school days were over.

T h e  Very Rev. M . J. Burke S.C. Rector 
of St Patrick's, after a brief interval, d u r ­
ing which some musical items were a d ­

The rem ains o f the church 
a t W atsonville.

The original building stands 
on the extrem e right of 
the photo on p. 76.
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m irably  rendered, got up to address  the 
assem bled  people. He pointed out the 
great num ber of boys who had issued 
from  the Institute, and who were at present 
doing useful work for the social and 
econom ic progress of M alta .  T h a t  the 
restriction of Salesian activity in M alta  
was due to the lack of room, which diffi­
culty could be obviated by the attention 
of the G o vernm ent being called effica-

credit both to m asters and pupils  alike. 
Particularly good was the Religious E x a ­
m iner's  R eport which spoke in glowing 
term s of the high standard  of instruction 
throughout the school.

S ir  T h o m a s  in rising to conclude the 
function expressed  his delight at being 
privileged to be present at the prize-giv- 
ing, and also S ir  William C ongreve 's  great 
regret at being too unwell to preside.

ciously to the need for more dorm itories.  
T h e  Rev. Speaker  went on to rem ark on 
the difference in character which was 
noticeable in a few m onths after a boy 
had been under their charge. T h a t  the 
Ven. John Bosco m ust  have had M alta  
in his early dream s, for it is no less than 
the truth that boys, who at hom e were 
incorrigible and disobedient, soon becam e 
m odels of good conduct.  Fr. Burke 
thanked S ir  T h o m a s  and L ad y  Helena 
for  their great kindness in presid ing  over 
the prizegiving and expressed  the wish 
that they would favour the School with 
another visit in the near future.

T h e  reports of the exam iners were 
then read and suffice it to say gave great

H e congratulated the M a ste r s  and boys 
on the magnificent reports which they 
had obtained. T h e  speaker went on to 
rem ark on the sp len d id  spirit  which 
prevailed at S t  Patrick's,  and congratu lat­
ed the boys on their efforts to become 
good Christians,  good workers and good 
citizens. That if they but acted up to 
the high standard  which their m asters 
dem anded of them , they would be sure 
to be a credit not only to the school, not 
only to M alta ,  but to the British Em pire .

T h e  proceedings were brought to a 
close by the playing of the N ationalA n - 
them . A word of praise is here due to 
the excellent m anner in which the band 
rendered the pieces of m usic  and this in

View o f Sliem a from the air. The Salesian House is the centre building in the middle block o f houses.



spite of the fact that the instruments 
are somewhat out of date.

Before departing S ir  Thom as and Lady 
Helena again expressed their pleasure at 
being present and their intention of mak­
ing the school a private visit in the near 
future.

Silver Jubilees.
BATTERSEA (London). 

Fr. Wiliam Brown, S . C.
Fr. William Brown S .  C . of the Salesian 

School, Battersea, celebrated in February 
the silver jubilee of his ordination. He 
received numerous addresses, the senders 
including the Salesian Old Boys' Associa­
tion, of which he was secretary for some 
time, the students of Cowley, and the 
Postulants at Battersea. M an y  of his 
colleagues attended the dinner at Batter­
sea in the evening, when the toast of Fr. 
Brown was proposed by Fr. M cC arth y , 
rector of the house, and supported by 
Fr. M cC o u rt  (Bolton), Fr. Franco (Oxford) 
F r. Austin (Chertsey), Fr. M ontague 
(Farnborough), and Bro. Patrick Breen 
(Cowley). All the speakers paid tribute 
to the good work and qualities of Fr. 
Brown, Fr. M cC a rth y  describing him 
as the "father, philosopher, and friend 
to a l l " .  " T h a t  is why nearly every 
member of the Society in the Province 
has remembered him and sent congratula­
tions" , added Fr. M cC arthy .

FARNBOROUGH (Hants).

Fr. P h ilip  Williams, S. C.
F r. Philip Williams, S .  C ., celebrated 

his silver jubilee in the priesthood in Fe- 
ruary at the Salesian School, Farnborough. 
T h e  jubilarian was ordained by His E m i­
nence Cardinal Bourne on February 22, 
1902. Since then he has laboured at 
Battersea, Chertsey, Burwash, Fleet, Alton,

and C ro o k h a m , and he was a m o n g  the 
first band o f  S ales ians  to go to F a r n b o ­
rough. A n enterta inm ent was organised  
in Fr .  W il l iam s 's  h onour, and his m an y  
fr ien d s  in the various  m issions he had 
served , assem bled  in the school hall to  
offer him th e ir  congratu lat ions  and to 
m ake presentations.  O ne o f  the  gifts 
was a beautifu l  old English  chalice . A m ­
ong the sp eakers  on the occasion w e re  F r .  
M c C o u r t  (Bolton), Fr .  S u th e r la n d  ( F a r n b o ­
rough), F r s .  H arro d  (C h ertsey) ,  B ro w n r ig g  
(O xford ) ,  and R a m sp o tt  (B u rw a s h ) .  A  te l ­
egram  w as received  from  C a rd in a l  G a s -  
parri c o n v e y in g  the A posto lic  B less ing .  
G re e t in g s  w ere  also received from  the 
B isho p  o f  Portsm outh , the V e r y  R e v .  
D o n  R in a ld i ,  S . C .  (S u p e r io r -G e n e r a l) ,  
and the V e r y  R e v .  E .  T o z z i  (Provincia l) ,  
f rom  A lassio .

In Anficipafion.
O u r congratu lat ion s  are tend ered  also 

to the other Sales ian  priests w hose  Jubilees 
occur th is  year ,  nam ely  to V e r y  R e v :  
J.  F .  M c C o u rt ,  R ector  o f  Salesian  C o llege ,  
Bolton, L an cash ire ,  to V e ry  R e v :  M .  de 
B ary ,  R e cto r  of  Salesian  Institute, C a p e ­
to w n , S th  A fr ica ,  to R e v .  J .  F lo w er ,  
Prefect of  the  Salesian  S ch o o l ,  C h e rtse y ,  
S u r r e y .  T o  each and all our s incerest 
good w ishes  fo r  m an y  m ore fru it fu l  years  
in the S a le s ia n  S o c ie ty  of  w h ich  they 
have p rov ed  them se lves  such zealous 
m em b e rs .  A d  plurimos annos.

Was there a generation extant in C a­
tholic history when the Church was not 
despised and persecuted? In what genera­
tion has she drawn the sword? In what 
generation has she counseled her subjects 
to make war? We can judge the present 
by the past and so judging the Church does 
not wish war. No matter how grave the 
persecution may be; no matter how serious 
may be her sufferings; no matter hoiv tyran­
nous may be the usurpation of the rights of 
her citizens, the Church stands for a just 
and honorable peace.— Catholic Union and 
Times.
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The Co-operators at Pallaskenry (Ireland).
On Sunday, January 29th, the Salesian 

Co-operators held their annual re-union 
at Copsewood Agricultural College, Pal­
laskenry. Despite the inclemency of the 
weather the College Hall was fairly well 
filled when the Rev. Father C . M angan, 
P. P., Pallaskenry and Kildim o, took the 
chair.

The Cheerful Spirit.

T h e  Rev. Chairman, who was supported 
by the Rev. Father Rector, opened the 
meeting with a happy little speech in 
which he emphasised the necessity of 
cultivating always a cheerful spirit, such 
as one clearly sees indicated in Ven. Don 
Bosco's life. Gloominess at present seems 
to be the banc of modern life, and es­
pecially is this noticeable in agricultural 
districts. Such a pessimistic spirit kills 
enthusiasm, saps vital energy and prevents 
progress in any sphere oi activity whatever. 
If, therefore, we are to succeed in our 
various avocations, and more especially 
in the farm ing industry, let us, like Don 
Bosco, put our confidence in G od and 
be always cheerful, enthusiastic, persever­
ing and energetic.

Splen d id  Achievements.

Rev. Father Rector, who followed, 
gave a survey of Salesian achievements 
at home and abroad during 1926. Forty- 
four new houses in the Old and the N ew  
World, he said, had been opened by the 
Salesian Fathers and Sisters. Som e of 
these, which are located in India, Poland, 
Spain, Italy, and United States, are im ­
portant technical and agricultural schools, 
and these, no doubt, will become in 
time potent factors in Catholic, social 
and religious life. It is both consoling 
and encouraging to record that Salesian 
"Novitiates were never fuller than last 
year. T h e  actual number of novices 
exceeded 800. Re missionary activity, 
upwards of 150  professed Fathers and 
Brothers and Sisters left T urin  for Japan,

India, S .  America, and Africa. Recent 
official statistics show that the Salesian 
Society has 7,000 professed members, 
whilst their nuns are more than 5,500. 
T u r in 's  great Salesian M issionary E x ­
hibition, which was held from M a y  until 
October, 1926, was a splendid success 
from every point of view. Over 300,000 
persons, representing all classes of society, 
visited this unique attraction. "Nor has 
the Limerick Salesian Foundation been 
wanting so far as encouraging results 
are concerned. In the agricultural exa­
minations set by the Governm ent Ins­
pectors, the successes were 90 per cent. 
Whilst a few of these successful candidates 
are now at Cork and Dublin attending 
the higher courses in agriculture, the 
majority are now working on their own 
farms happily and successfully. At the 
Kilmallock and Newcastle-W est A gricul­
tural Show s 16 prizes were obtained for 
agricultural produce, cattle, poultry and 
pigs. T h e  pedigree dairy bull calvcd 
in 1925, which secured a double first 
prize, was awarded the County Limerick 
Fitt C up . Another double first prize 
was awarded to the young boar farrowed 
early in 1926. T h e  coveted agricultural 
medal awarded for the best aggregate 
results was also secured by the College. 
In October last the members of the A gri­
cultural Committee for Co. Limerick 
which visited the College expressed their 
entire satisfaction with the work carried 
out in the various departments. Re the 
Literary and Commercial sides of the 
College, twenty-nine boys were presented 
for public tests in which 26 passed, 2 
securing honours. Our hearty thanks, 
went on the Rev. Father Rector, are due 
to our Co-operators and friends who in 
June last organised the Copsewood Bazaar 
and Fete, which, both from a propaganda, 
as well as a financial point of view, proved 
to be a signal success.

T h e  new wing to the College, which 
comprises a spacious dormitory for 60 
boys, three large class rooms and a well- 
equipped science laboratory is now reach-



ing completion. Other necessary im prov­
ements have been effected in the College 
Chapel, L ibrary , Ball Ally and Gardens.

LEST WE FORGET

“ Christian Freem asonry.”

Rev. Father Sutton, C .S S .R . ,  expressed 
his great pleasure at being present at that 
Salesian meeting, and regretted that his 
Superior, Very  Rev. Father Kilbride, 
C .S S .R . ,  owing to circumstances, could 
not be with them. He encouraged the 
Co-operators to unite and organise more 
and more, so that their efforts for Church 
and Country might have the best possible 
results. T o  him the International A s­
sociation of Salesian Co-operators appear­
ed to be a kind of Christian Freemasonry, 
which is doing immense good everywhere, 
and is certain to be always a formidable 
barrier to Com m unism .

M r.  Joseph Duggan, a Salesian promoter 
of  Limerick, suggested that wherever 
Co-operators are sufficiently numerous, 
centres of organisation ought to be esta­
blished. He agreed with Father Mangan 
that there certainly was an attractive 
spirit of cheerfulness in Salesian life.

M r. Patrick Sheahan, C .E . ,  of Limerick, 
said that he considered it a great privilege 
to be a Salesian Co-operator. Ven. Don 
Bosco's Society powerfully appealed to 
him as a wonderful factor in the educational 
world, especially in the treatment of 
difficult or delicate cases. T h e  Salesian 
system of education had a charm all its 
own which won not only a boy's respect 
and obedience, but also his heart.

M iss  Wallce, N . T . ,  Rathkeale, on behalf 
of the Lad y  Co-operators, assured the 
Salesians that they would do their utmost 
to increase the number of Co-operators 
during 1927 .

T h e  Rector then, in the name of the 
Salesians, cordially thanked the Rev. 
Chairman and Father Sutton, and the 
Co-operators for their coming to Copse- 
wood that evening.

Solemn Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacram ent followed— Father M angan was 
celebrant, Father Sutton, C .S S .R . ,  and 
Father G rey , S .C . ,  being assistant priests. 
T h e  College choir rendered the " O  Sa- 
utar is" ,  and " T a n t u m  E rg o " ,  very de- 
votionally.

Salesian Co-operators who, after having 
been to confession and communion, visit 
any church or public chapel, as also those, 
who living in community, visit their 
private chapel, and pray for the inten­
tions of the Holy Father, can gain— :

A Plenary Indulgence.

Every month—

1) On any one day in the month at their
choice.

2) On the day on which they make the
Exercises for a H appy Death.

3) On the day on which they assist at a 
Salesian Cooperators' meeting.

On each of the following days—

M a y  24th M ary , Help of Christians.
M a y  26th T h e  Ascension.
June 5th Whit Sunday.
June 12th T rin ity  Sunday.
June 16th Corpus Christi.
June 24th Nativity  of St. John the 

Baptist.
June 25th Sacred Heart of Jesus.
June 29th Sts Peter and Paul.
June 30th Commemoration of S t  Paul.

It is also worth remembrance.

That, on the sole condition of being in the 
state of grace the Co-operators, who, in 
the midst of their daily work, unite their 
hearts to G od  by a short ejaculation, can 
gain each day— :

1) For any one of these ejaculations 
a plenary indulgence. T h e  choice of the 
particular ejaculation is left to each one's 
discretion.

2) For each of the others 400 days 
indulgence each time.

N B .  T h ose  Co-operators who, on ac­
count of sickness, cannot go to visit a 
church, can gain the above indulgences 
by reciting at home, F ive Our Fathers, 
F ive Hail M arys, and Five G lory  be to 
the Fathers according to the intentions 
of the Holy Father.
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Montevideo. Church o f M ary Help o f Christians.

Fifty years of Salesian activity in Uruguay.

W hen the year shall be declining to 
its fall, when all the world shall be looking 
forward to a new year 1928, Uruguay 
will be preparing to celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the arrival of the Salesians. 
Without unduly flattering the Uruguayans 
we can heartily congratulate them on the 
splendid progress attained, and join them 
in their Te Deuni of thanksgiving, with 
hearts full of gratitude to G od  and to 
M a ry  Help of Christians, remem bering 
nevertheless the old time axiom that 
" G o d  helps these who help them selves" 
or in more solemn language " Facientibus 
quod est in se Deus non denegat gratiam".

One fine morning in M a y  1876 John 
Cagliero, Salesian priest, departed from

Buenos Aires, where he had spent the 
five months since his arrival from the 
'old world ', and pushed on as far as M o n te­
video. It seemed to him that this was 
to be a scene of great Salesian activity. 
T h e  future prospect for the Congregation 
in this place was distinctly rosy.— One 
thing alone was wanting, an important 
thing, the personnel with which to start 
the work. Fr. Cagliero sat down and 
wrote to Don Bosco stating the position.

T h e  reinforcements were not long in 
forthcoming. On D ecem ber 26th of 
the same year a band of missionaries, 
small doubtless, as was to be expected 
in those pioneering days, disembarked 
at the Uruguayan capital. T h e  leader 
of the party was a young priest, above 
the average height, with close-cropped
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sandy hair, and a face full of character 
expressive of energy and of vitality. N o  
difficulty was experienced in reading in 
this face that decisive and progressive 
spirit, which caused Don Bosco, when 
watching this young priest playing in 
the playground of the Oratory at T u rin , to 
exclaim "W h a t  a magnificent missionary 
that young man will m ake". T h e  young 
priest was none other than Fr. Lasagna.

Don Bosco had occasion in 1862 to 
visit Montemagno d 'A sti. H ere among 
others he especially noticed the animated 
countenance of young Lasagna. Don 
Bosco had come with his boys from 
Castelnuovo at the invitation of the M a r ­
quis Fassati who passed the sum m er at 
M ontemagno. Naturally  the band a c ­
companied the expedition. T h e  music, 
as is always the case, brought everybody 
to the door and particularly concentrated 
the young element near the band. In

the front rank of eager spectators, or 
rather listeners, was Louis Lasagna, a 
boy of some twelve years, a real boy full 
of mischief and fun.

Don Bosco took the boy by the hand 
and without any preamble said "C o m e  
along with me. We shall be good fr ien d s" .  
T h e  boy's mother was a witness of the 
scene and was on the point of expostulat­
ing with the good priest when he fores­

talled her with the remark " H a v e  no 
fear, let him come with me. I assure 
you he will succeed in his vocation".

The words of Don Bosco were indeed 
fulfilled. T he life of this young boy has 
been written, recounting his trials, his 
success, and his death in 1895 in a rail­
way accident in Brasil, in the full vigour 
of his powers at the age of fifty-five.

He left behind him two new provinces 
of Salesian activity, one in Brasil, the 
other in Uruguay: he had started the 
M issions of Matto Grosso and had been 
for two years titular bishop of T ripo li .
T hat this last mentioned honour would 
come to his beloved son Don Bosco also 
foresaw. When Don Lasagna, after a 
sojourn of some months in Europe in 
1886, was leaving for America. Don 
Bosco quietly inserted in his luggage a 
small box which was not opened until 
Don Lasagna arrived at his destination. 
T h e  box contained a magnificent gold 
chain with a piece of paper on which was 
written in the uncertain handwriting of 
the Venerable Servant of G od  the foll­
owing words " T o  the second Salesian 
B ish o p " .  T h e  first, M g r  Cagliero Vicar 

Apostolic of Patagonia, had been consecrat­
ed in 1884 Bishop of M agida.

*
* *

Fr. Lasagna took up his abode at Villa 
Colon about six miles from M ontevideo. 
On the 2nd of February 1877 the first 
college at Villa Colon was inaugurated. 
Without any delay, he there installed 
what did not seem of primary necessity 
but upon which he had set great store, 
namely, a vast and well-stocked library,

Statue to Mons. Lasagna at V illa Colon.



a museum of natural history and a meteo­
rological observatory. Also at other posts 
in his district he established these obser­
vatories.

T h u s  even if he was not personally 
responsible for the marvellous collection 
o f  South American beetles, and the m agni­
ficent collection of butterflies, of every 
imaginable hue, which were so enthusias­
tically admired at the Vatican Exhibition

in 1925,  and still more recently in our 
own Exhibition at T u rin  in the past year, 
and which have been returned to Rome 
to remain permanently in t h e . L a teran 
museum, nevertheless to him in great 
part is the credit for these collections due.

For these his observatories another 
fortune was in store. T h e  one at Villa 
Colon was for a long time the national 
observatory. Expressly  had Fr. Lasagna 
had built a very high tower and when 
all the instruments (which came from

Europe) were in place, he had the whole 
installation blessed by M g r  Mocceni who 
was later made a cardinal and then Papal 
Internuncio to Brasil.

T h e  government did not hesitate to 
establish a line of communication of some 
six miles from the Central Post Office 
at Montevideo to the Salesian Observa­
tory at Villa Colon, in order that the 
various readings and other meteorological

events might be to hand at the soonest 
possible moment.

Th u s  from the loneliness of his tower, 
in virtue of his patience and knowledge, 
the observer, Fr. Louis Morandi, was 
successful in foretelling with certainty, 
the period of the four tempests which 
year by year, like demons let loose, ravage, 
the coasts of the country. Also did he 
succeed in foretelling the approach of 
cyclones and hurricanes and by reporting 
them to the port of M ontevideo many

M ontevideo. School o f Arts and Trades dedicated to Jesu s  Adolescent.
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and many a shipping disaster was averted. 
T h e  observatory at Paysandù has an 
history equally interesting but for the 
moment we will leave it aside and turn

Fr John Rodriguez. First South American Salesian.

to another field of activity of F r .  Lasagna.
Louis Lasagna was of the district of 

Asti, a son of generations of vine-growers. 
Vainly on his arrival in Uruguay did he 
seek the industry to which his forebears 
had been accustomed. It was a hot 
house production and only grown to 
furnish grapes for the tables of the fortu­
nate few  who could afford the prohibitive 
price demanded.

T h e  lack of this industry was blamed 
on the climate and the soil. Indeed, in 
point of fact, Fr. Lasagna's  first experi­
ments were the reverse of successful. 
But these were by no means conclusive. 
T h ey  merely went to show that the South 
American specimen of vine would not 
grow anywhere in the country but only 
in cultivated gardens and hot-houses.

T h e  young missionary then turned his

attention to European vines. From Italy 
and F ran ce be obtained some twenty 
different qualities of vine. He founded 
a great nursery and commenced experi­
ments. O f the twenty qualities, some 
were absolute failures, others gave m iddl­
ing results, while four or five plants gave 
great satisfaction. T h ese  last mention­
ed were the ones to which attention was 
devoted. T h ese  new vines, cultivated 
in the famous G uiot system, gave on an 
average twenty-eight or thirty pounds 
of grapes to the crop, which produced 
some very excellent wine. T o  make the 
utmost of this success Fr. Lasagna brought 
to the work a certain number of Pied­
montese whose knowledge of the art of 
cultivating the vine was of inestimable 
value. T o d ay  Uruguay drinks the wine 
of these vines. It must be well understood 
that the above are but two of the many 
fields of the activity of Fr. Lasagna. He 
found time also to found parishes, to build 
schools, to erect workshops, to conduct 
arguments in " El bien publico" of M o n te ­
video. At his death seven Salesian Houses 
of various scope existed in U ruguay, six 
in Brasil and the Mission of M atto Grosso 
had been started.

T o d ay  in Uruguay alone there exist at— :

Montevideo          4 Elementary Schools with
000 day-boys.

1 Professional School, with 
300 boarders: this house 
will accomodate 500 on 
the completion of the 
new workshops.

2 Parishes.
3  Public Churches, 

10 Festive Oratories.
Villa Colon                   1 Secondary School ( 150  

boarders: 300 day-boys).
1 Festive Oratory.
2 Observatories— one mete- 

orogical
one astronomical.

Manga 1 Agricultural School— T h e
famous J ackson School at 
which last year were 
present the ministers of 
Agriculture and Labour,
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the director of the natio­
nal Institute of A gro­
nomy at the yearly ex­
aminations.

1 Secondary School. (100 
Boarders).

1 Parish.
1  Festive Oratory.

T h en , further inland in U ruguay, at 
Mercedes         1  Elementary School (300 

day-boys).
1 Public C hurch.
1 Festive Oratory.

Paysandu         1 Secondary School (50
boarders: 400 day-boys).

2 Elementary Schools.
2 Parishes.
2 Festive Oratories.
1 Observatory.

Salto 1 Elementary School.
1 Parish.
1 Festive Oratory.

Las Piedras 1 Elementary School.
1 Parish.
1 Festive Oratory.

Sayago 1 Elementary School.
1 Festive Oratory.

A brief examination of the above data 
will reveal the fact that there are but 
four colleges catering for boarders. 1  his 
arises from the disposition of the South 
Americans. T h ey  do not take easily to 
the somewhat curtailed life of a boarding 
school. In point of fact the Salesians 
are the only congregation to attempt the 
boarding school at all. T h e  Jesuits have 
no boarders either in Uruguay or in Brasil.

In short, in a country of some 8000 
square miles, but of merely a million and 
a half of inhabitants, two-thirds of whom 
are concentrated in the cities, the Sons of 
Don Bosco, have succeeded in establishing:

3 Secondary Schools.
1 1  Elementary Schools.

1 Professional School.
1 Agricultural School.
8 Parishes.
4 Public Churches.

18 Festive Oratories.

T h e  eight parishes attend to the spiritual 
needs of about 300,000 souls, and the

Festive Oratories average an attendance 
of 500 children. M orover , the Salesians 
have built three churches in M ontevideo 
namely, Our Lad y  Help of Christians, 
St. M ichael and St . Francis of Sales.

T o  conclude, three encouraging signs.
1) T h e  Old B oys '  Association is both 

flourishing and progressive. It has its 
own review " D o n  B osco " ,  to which in 
eight branches there are 7,000 subscribers. 
Also the Salesian Old Boys are the leaders 
of the Catholic youth of the country.

2) Seven new foundations have been 
made within the last ten years.

3) Vocations to the Congregation are 
numerous. O f the 180 Salesians w ork­
ing in the Country between 130  and 140 
are Uruguayans.

It was finally from Uruguay that the 
first South American Salesian priest hail­
ed. T his was Don Juan Rodriguez in 
1883. It was also from this state that

S is ter Laura Rodriquez. First recruit for the 
Daughters o f M ary Help o f Christians.

the Daughters of M ary , Help of Christians 
obtained their first recruit.

T ru ly  we, together with our brethren 
in South America, have good reason to 
rejoice over the progress made and to 
thank G od  for all His manifold benefits. 
" A s  a grain of mustard seed..." .

8 ?
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Statistics of Salesian Missions at the end of 1926.

 N. MISSION REGION STATUS
priests Clerics Co-adjutor

TO
TA

L

Daughters o f  
Mary 
Help 
of 
Christians

1 Northern P a ta g o n ia ............................ Argentine Mission 59 52 6* t 76 100
2 Southern » ............................ » » 21 3 to 34 20 1
3 M a g e l l a n ................................................ Chile Vicariate 2 1 6 11 3.8 5C
4 Central P a m p a s .................................. 1 Argentine Mission 24 7 5 36 18
5 Grand C h a c o ......................................... Paraguay » 8 3 11
6 St C a t h e r i n e ......................................... Brazil » 12 2 t A
7 Matto Grosso.......................................... » Prelature 41 12 34 87 52

 8 Port Velo .......................................... * » 2 1 3
 9 Rio N e g r o .......................................... » » 9 1 10 20 8
1 0 Mendez and Gualaquiz . . . . Ecuador Vicariate 20 10 t8 A 8 12

1 1 Leper I n l a n d s ................................... America Mission *‘4 2 6 22 13
1 2 P a le s t in e ................................................. Asia » 34 41 25 100 j
13 Asia M i n o r e ........................................... » 1 * 4 4
14 i  C o n s ta n t in o p le ................................... Turkey » 5 2 1 8
15 Southern I n d i a ................................... India » 8 1 2 11 10
1 6 C a l c u t t a ................................................ » » 2 1 3
17 1 Assam ................................................ » Prefecture 20 46 1 5 81 6
18 M a l a c c a ................................................ » Mission
19 i Macau, Heung-Sham . . . . China » 21 3? 8 64
20 S h i u - C h c w ......................................... » Vicariate 15 1 3 19
21 S h a n g h a i ................................................ » Mission 3 5 8 t(
22 K i u - S c i u ................................................ Japan » 6 3 9
23 E g y p t ....................................................... Africa » 20 5 8 33 16
24 Algiers and T u n i s ............................ » » 19 8 9 36 10
25 Higher L u a p u l a .................................. 1 B. Congo Prefecture 16 4 11 3 '
26 Cape of Good Hope . 1 Africa Mission 8 9 7 24
27 Kim b erley ................................................ Australia ! Vicariate 4 1 5
28 M e l b o u r n e ......................................... j

#  1
Mission 1 1 2

Total 417 250 268 93? 31?  !

N .B .  —  The above statistics regard only the members of the Salesia n Society and the
Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians at work in the regions specified.

Also these statistics are exclusively Missionary and do no take any account of the
IA? Institutes founded in America, wherein are engaged some 1047 Salesians and
128 houses, wherein ~>me 1669 Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians perform their
self sacrificing labours.

S A L E S I A N  O L D  B O Y S ’ A S S O C IA T IO N .  — " Now is the acceptable time... So 
come apart and rest aw hile". A  sp iritu a l re frea f by Rev. Vincent M cN abb. O. P. 
fo r  S a lesia n  O ld  B o ys at Sa lesia n  School, Battersea, from Friday evening, 

J u ly  2 9 th to M onday morning, A ugust 1s t ,
MB. —  A Char=a=banc trip to C hertsey=on=Thamcs will be arranged for Monday afternoon August 1 st. For 
further particulars apply to The Secretary S .O .B .A . Salesian School, Surrey Lane Battersea, London. S . W. II.



Salesian School Reunion.

B ishop o f  Portsm outh's interest.

"L e t 's  praise our school with ringing 
cheers.

The School we'll love, throughout the 
years".

These words, forming part of the Farn­
borough Salesian School song, tipify the 
attitude of ex-scholars to their old school 
and were sung lustily by over one hundred 
past scholars, who gathered at the Queen's 
Hotel, Farnborough, to celebrate the an­
nual re-union of the Salesian Old Boys' 
Association. The re-union is always a 
keenly anticipated event and, this year, 
was an unqualified success.

The Bishop of Portsmouth (Rt. Rev. 
W. Cotter, D,D,) presided.

The first toast was that of "  The Pope 
and the K in g ",  submitted by the Bishop 
without preface.

Father Sutherland then proposed the 
"Health” of the Bishop of Portsmouth", 
and in doing so said he might say that 
the numbers who had turned up that day 
had been a great surprise to the entire 
school. He thought he could give the 
reason, and that was the expectation past 
students had of meeting one of the dearest 
friends of the school— his Lordship the 
Bishop of Portsmouth (loud applause).

Upon rising to reply the Bishop drank 
the health of " M y  dear boys," and after­
wards went on to say that Father Suther­
land had told them how he (the Bishop) 
had come to their gathering with great 
difficulty. True it was that he had had 
to separate his journey and had made it 
partly by car and partly by train, but 
both had been very comfortable. If he had

An Old Boy ’s Corner

had difficulty in coming he could comfort 
himself that evening with the words of 
T homas . Moore: "Doth not a meeting 
like this make amends".

The Association.

Afterwards his Lordship said he had 
been asked to propose the toast of the 
Association, the S.O .B .A .F .—which sound­
ed something like sober. He did not 
know why he had been "pitched upon" 
to propose that toast, because that was 
his first visit to the Association of Old 
Boys, but if their gatherings in the. past 
had come up to the sample they had had 
that evening, and if those in the future 
reached the same level, and the Associa­
tion did all its work as thoroughly as it 
had that evening, he thought it would 
forge ahead. He was delighted to give 
them the toast of the Association, and 
hoped that it might flourish and continue 
to do the good work he was sure lay before 
it.

Father Noonan (Secretary to the Asso­
ciation) thanked his Lordship for pro­
posing the toast.

In proposing "Alm a M ater,"  M r. Hugh 
O'Connor said their school should not 
be judged upon examination results (ap­
plause), although the Farnborough S a ­
lesian School had no reason to be ashamed 
of its examination results. But he thought 
a school— and especially a secondary 
school, should be judged by the finished 
product— the old boys. It ought to be 
judged by the service its old scholars 
had given to the Church and State. That 
was the raison d'etre of a secondary school, 
and he need not plead for the justification 
of the Salesian Schools, because the Old



Boys' Association was the justification 
of the school (applause). He thought all 
knew what was the value of the Association, 
The Salesian School at Farnborough 

had given ten Priests to the Church, 
and some of them were serving in the 
diocese of his Lordship . Beside this, it 
had given four doctors. Priests and 
doctors were doing work of primary 
importance to the Church and State and 
to humanity in general. Outside these 
spheres the school had given 35 U n iver­
sity students, who were preparing to take 
their share in important work. There 
were others who were doing work which, 
while not perhaps of primary importance, 
was of accessory or complimentary im ­
portance in other walks of life. T h ey  
could claim that the school was serving 
the State in times of peace as well as in 
times of war, and they all knew how well 
they had served in the latter. It might 
be impertinence on his part to tell the 
old boys that they should recom mend 
their school on all occasions. T h at  was 
the least they could do for the school, 
and while speaking on this subject he 
would like to be permitted to couple 
with the toast the name of Father S u ­
therland. His name and that of the 
Salesian School of Farnborough were 
s y n o n im o u s  terms. T h e  school had been 
lifted to its present high position by 
Father Sutherland, under the patronage 
of the Bishop of Portsmouth (applause). 
Finally, the speaker said that was his 
third dinner within three days (laughter) 
— he meant really " p o s h "  dinner, and 
he must say that the third one, namely, 
ihe present, was the most pleasing of 
them all. T h e  other two had been in 
the nature of duties, but the present Was 
a pleasure.

T h e  toast was given musical honours, 
the school song being sung with enthu­
siasm.

A sad duty.

Father Sutherland afterwards rose to 
perform " a  rather sad d u ty ,"  which, he 
said, was customary: that was to remember 
the dead. D uring the past year one 
V 2 r y  d'ear boy had passed away in Lieut. 
Charles Hall, whom they remembered as

"C h a r le y  H all" ,  who was wounded in 
the war and died from the effects of his 
wounds last month. Particularly sad was 
this fact since he had only recently been 
married. T h e  old boys showed their 
sympathy by standing and the prayer for 
the departed was uttered.

In submitting the toast of " T h e  V is itors"  
Father Sutherland said all were very 
pleased at the great honour conferred 
upon them by the presence of so many 
distinguished guests.

A fine record.

In responding on behalf of the Visitors, 
Dr. Bindloss, Chairman of the. F arn ­
borough Council, thanked the Old Boys' 
Association for inviting him to be present, 
and also thanked Father Sutherland for 
his kind words. It was always a great 
pleasure f o r  him to get among Salesians, 
whether it was among his good friends, 
the staff, or the present pupils, or the 
old boys. He was beginning to think 
that the only opportunity he would have 
to meet Salesians w'ould be to meet the. 
old boys, because Father Sutherland was 
such a marvellous organiser that he had 
even organised sickness out of the school. 
Me had had a very sad report to make at 
the prize-giving event when he had said 
there had not been a single occupant of 
the school hospital during the whole of 
the term. The Christmas holidays, ho­
wever, had intervened, and the boys had 
been given a few extra days, and the result 
was that upon reopening there were 
several cases of sickness. He did not 
wish to be locked out by the absence of 
sickness, because there was something 
about the boys which gave him an intense 
interest in them. Whether it was the 
teaching of Don Bosco or whether it was 
their association with those happy folk 
who came from across the sea, he could 
not say, but in any case the boys were 
most interesting, and he always liked to 
be amongst them. A previous speaker 
had mentioned what the school had done 
for the church and also for medicine, 
and he had just heard of the success 0/ 
some of the boys in his own profession. 
P. J. Bourne had just taken first place in 
medicine in the United States (applause).
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R. Burke was now house surgeon at St. 
George 's  Hospital, and O 'M ara  was house 
surgeon at G u ys .  T h e  only fault he 
could find was that his own hospital, 
St. Bartholomew's, was not represented 
so far.

Father Sutherland expressed the thanks 
of the Association to the artistes who had 
provided such thoroughly appreciated 
music during the dinner. T h ey  were 
also very grateful to the hotel proprietors 
for the excellent dinner, and he also 
thanked Father Williams for his splendid 
services.

A proposal.

It was mooted at the Reunion that the 
committee had in view the possibility 
of forming a Sports '  C lub  for the S .O .B .A .  
F. W hether this will materialise or not 
depends in great measure on the members 
of the Association. Combined effort is 
essential and the members are urged to 
do their utmost to make the plan possible.

There was also a whisper of a party 
being formed to visit Lourdes or Rome 
in the forthcoming vacation. 1 he S ecre­
tary, the Rev. J. F . Noonan S .C .  will be 
pleased to furnish particulars about the 
same. Also if  any member would like 
to bring a friend, he would be welcome. 
T h e  rates for travelling are to be at a 
reduction but any further information 
can be obtained from the source quoted. 
Any member, who . can arrange the time 
and money for this expedition, is strongly 
advised to do so for "travell ing  is a liberal 
education", and education in things ca­
tholic can be obtained in no more effective 
and pleasurable manner than by visiting 
places redolent the past and present power 
of the church.

Three memorable maxims.
Over three doors of the Cathedral of 

Milan, Italy, are three inscriptions. The 
first, amid a wreath of sculptured roses, 
reads:— " A ll which pleases us is but for a 
moment.", Over another door, around a 
sculptured cross, we read— "  A ll that 
which troubles us is but for a moment". 
On the central door we read— " That only 
is important which is eternal".

Our Lady Help of Christians.
Our Lady, Help of Christians 

Help us give 
To Jesus Christ each moment 

That we live,—
To others, such sweet service 

/As they claim 
Aloud or without murmur 

In His Name.

Our Lady, Help of Christians,
Help us place 

Our feet where Truth and Honour 
Start the race—

To hold to both regardless 
O f the cost,

Though shouts about us tell 
Our game is lost.

Our Lady, Help of Christians,
Help us know 

That life may bigger with 
Our vision grow:

The stars that in their courses 
Follow free 

Our Lady, Help of Christians,
Help us see.

M a r y  H a l l i n a n .
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DEVOTION TO OUR LADY 
HELP OF CHRISTIANS

“ Men say fhaf loving thee I  dim 
The glory of  Thy Son Divine,

But otherwise I  learn o f  Him,
A nd call thee His, and find thee mine.

Converted by the Madonna`s Smile.
This charming incident is taken from 

the Bulletin of the Festive Oratory of 
St. Hippolytus at Drome.

" I t  happened that I was staying at 
Couterets at the time that the apparitions 
at Lourdes had set the whole world talk­
ing. I was no believer in the existence 
of God; I was a wanderer from the true 
fold of Christ and I might even go as far 
as to say, that, in so far as was practical, 
I was an atheist.

I took up the paper one morning, and 
scanning its contents came across the 
report on Lourdes. '"The Virgin" so 
ran the report "had smiled at Bernardette". 
Actuated by an impulse to prove the 
child an ingenious liar, I took train for 
Lourdes. I went to the Soubirous' house 
and found the child occupied in mending 
some stockings. I spoke with her and 
suddenly propounded the following ques­
tion. "T e l l  me, how does this good Lady 
smile ? "

With great modesty the little girl repli­
ed that it was beyond the powers of mortal 
to reproduce the radiant vision of the 
smiling Madonna.

1 insisted and asked her whether she 
could not at least try to reproduce the 
smile, adding that I was an unbeliever 
and had no faith in apparitions. Im­
mediately the child's face became over­
cast, and she said.

"Since you are a sinner, I will attempt 
to reproduce the Virgin's smile".

Rising slowly, Bernardette joined her 
hands and smiled. The smile was hea­
venly and such that never before or since 
have I seen such on the lips of any mortal. 
For my own part I remained immovable 
before the child fully convinced that 
here I was privileged to see the smile 
of the Virgin on the face of her little 
client.

From that time forth I  carry in the 
intimate depths of my soul the memory 
of that ravishing smile. I have lost my 
wife and my two children, but notwith­
standing I do not seem alone in a bleak 
world. The smile of the Virgin is with 
me always".

These lines were signed by the Count 
of Bruissard who since this event is fa­
miliarly known as "the convert of the 
Madonna's smile".

** *

Children, do you wish to experience 
the smile of the Madonna? There is no 
difficulty.

If from her throne she presides over 
your games, if she sees you in "serried 
ranks" playing heartily the games which 
are adapted to your age: if she is the one 
in whose honour you do these things,

then, will the Virgin smile.

If from the little boy pushing a hoop 
or driving a top, to the "elders" at hand­



ball or football she sees all ready to refer 
their actions to her,

then, will the Virgin smile.

If from her altar in the School chapel 
or church she notices every Sunday, at 
least, at Holy Mass and communion, the 
child with its piercing treble, the boy 
with his breaking voice, the young man 
with his cavernous bass,

then, will the Virgin smile

If from her throne in the church she 
sees the readiness with which you delay 
your play a moment to come in and pay 
your respects to her in a short Ave Maria,

then, will the Virgin smile.

Finally if  at the yearly Retreat she 
sees you assisting with all the earnestness 
of  your young hearts; if she sees you 
attending to the needs of your souls with 
sincere desire for forgiveness and am end­
ment: if she sees you storming the con­
fessional so as to give the confessors 
little respite; if  she sees you all, from the 
child to whom the sermons are hardly 
intelligible, to the upper sixth to whom 
no word is unintelligible attending with 
interest to the preachers,

then, will the Virgin smile.

*
* *

And you, oh grown-up men and women 
would you experience the Virgin 's  smile? 
It is just as easy as for the children.

If from her throne above she sees you 
fighting hard to be good catholics, to 
give good example, to be true to the 
principles inculcated in your childhood 
days,

then, will the Virgin smile.

If she sees you struggling to give your 
children a catholic education: if  she sees 
you faithful to your duties in life: if  she 
sees you earnest in the personal training 
o f  your children: if  she sees you trying

as far as possible to model your home 
on the home of Nazareth,

then, will the Virgin smile.

If she sees you ready to give a helping 
hand to some less fortunate brother: if 
she sees you ready to give advice to the 
wayward soul: if she sees you ready to 
welcome the penitent sinner and help 
him along the path of virtue,

then, will the Virgin smile.

If she sees you ready to co-operate in 
any good work which may be at hand: 
if she sees you willing to advance the 
kingdom of G od, at the cost of some 
sacrifice: if  she observes your readiness 
to uphold your faith: if she sees you in 
the midst of your daily work offering up 
a short ejaculation,

then, will the Virgin smile.

Let  us all then merit the V irg in 's  smile. 
Don Bosco will aid us to obtain the w on­
derful and inspiring smile of her, whom all 
poets have hymned, whom all saints have 
praised, but who is best know to us as,

Help of Christians, cause of our joy, 
Pray for us.

The Great Promise.
Our Lord told St. Margaret Mary that 

He was longing for the love of men. Souls 
whom He had redeemed by His blood were 
turning coldly away from Him. Love for 
Christ was shrivelling up in the heated 
passions of mankind.

His love for man was not returned and 
in His complaints to the saint He bade 
her establish the devotion to His Sacred 
Heart. He would win back man's love by 
showering on him still greater love and 
giving him as the object of his adoration 
Christ's burning love for us all.

Now, the special manifestation of this 
devotion was the Communion of Repara­
tion, especially on the first Friday of every 
month. For anyone making a novena of 
First Fridays Our Lord made the most 
wonderful promise of all, the grace of final 
perseverance.
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“Ave Maria”
Fairer than the morn. 
Purer than the dawn, 
Maid with heart forlorn, 

Ave Maria.

Sweeter than the skies, 
Rose of paradise,
Maid with sinless eyes, 

Ave Maria.

Loving as a flame, 
Endless be thy name, 
Burn away our blame,

. Ave Maria.

Wondrous as the sea, 
God's felicity,
Maid who lovest me.

Ave Maria.

Heaven's golden gate. 
Maid immaculate, 
Mother, for us wait,

Ave Maria.

GRACES AND FAVOURS'

C HERTSEY (England). —  Kindly publish 
our heartiest thanksgiving for two special 
favours received through the interces­
sion of Our Lady Help of Christians, 
after making a Novena as suggested in the 
Bulletin, and promising publication.

S. C.

E n g l a n d .  —  All thanks- to Our Lady 
and Dominic Savio for success in two 
important examinations.

E. de M.

P a s  d e  C a l a i s  [France). —  M y daughter 
was given up by many doctors as being 
a hopeless case. It was but a question 
of hours. In my distress I had recourse 
to Our Lady Help of Christians. Almost 
immediately my daughter fell into a calm 
sleep which preceded her convalescence

and complete cure. " T h y  gifts are strewn 
upon my way like sands upon the great 
sea shore".

F.  L .

T u l l e  {France). —  Unemployment! 
I too was a sufferer of this somewhat 
ubiquitous malady. M y son . had no 
work and had no prospect of getting any. 
However since Don Bosco had, at various 
critical moments in the past, obtained 
several unexpected favours from Mary,  

.H elp of Christians, for us, I had recourse 
to him once more, I had not long to 
wait for an answer. Employment came 
from a most unexpected quarter and I 
am now in a position to show in some 
small way my sincere gratitude to the 
Help of Christians.

B.

Our Co-operators and Readers are asked  
to pray for the eternal repose o f  the souls 
o f  the following Salesian Brethren and Co- 
operators who have died  recently.

Very Rev. J. I. Curran. D. D. New York 
(U.S.A.).

Rev. George Carton. Chester (England). 
Rev. J. Kaladay, Travancore (India). 
Sister Mary Alban, London (England). 
Mr. Joseph Miesch, Mulhausen (Alsace). 
Mr. James Fahilee, Michigan, (U.S.A.). 
Mr. Charles Casey, Larne (Ireland).
Mrs. Honora Sullivan, Mass (U.S.A.) 
Mrs. Sarah Mulvenna, Larne (Ireland). 

'M rs. Julia Maloney, Mass (U.S.A.). 
Mrs. Anne Fay Tubber, Wicklow ( Ireland) 
Hon. E. Bo navia. Sliema (Malta).
Lady M.callif, Sliema (Malta}.

. 4 ^
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THE LIFE OF THE VEN. DON B O S C O
By G . L E M O Y N E  of the Salesian Society.

C H A PTER  X X IX .

(c o n t i n u e d ).

Don Bosco goes fo Bergamo Seminary 
to preach a retreat— wonderful events.
—  A Commission is set up fo keep 
account o f  a ll Don Bosco s Sayings 
and Doings.

On the 4th. of February 1861 Don 
Bosco left T u rin  to go to the seminary at 
Bergamo where he was to preach a re­
treat. He had been to this place the 
previous year, and often visited it after­
wards, for here he had started a great 
work of charity. "  During these d a y s "  
so runs the chronicle of the Oratory 
"there occurred some events which ser­
ved to bring home to us more and more, 
that Don Bosco had the gift of being able 
to see events which were taking place in 
regions other than the ones .in  which he 
was staying. Upon a Wednesday about 
six o'clock in the evening, he wrote a 
letter to Don Alasonatti in which were 
the following lines— : "Y esterday , T u e s ­
day, the devil worked great havoc among 
the boys of the Oratory and has gained 
many over to his standard, and I fear 
that he will make a great effort on the 
others to d a y"— Whilst he was writing he 
saw at the Oratory two boys, jarach 
and Parigi who were engaged in writing a 
letter to him. He also saw them proceed 
to the letter box to post their letter—  
Don Bosco concluded his own letter by 
sending his greetings to these two boys.

Th at evening at supper he was discus­
sing various matters with the Superiors 
of the Sem inary and by way of creating 
an amusing diversion he remarked " T o d a y  
while I was writing in my room I saw 
two boys at the Oratory at Turin who 
were themselves engaged in writing to 
m e " .  T h e  superiors treated the matter 
as a joke and as being outside the bounds

of probability. Nevertheless Don Bosco said 
"V e ry  well, we shall see tomorrow w h e­
ther I am right or w ron g " .  On the follow­
ing day Don Alasonatti received Don 
Bosco's letter. T h e  latter at the time 
was at dinner with the Seminarists at 
Bergamo. T h e  post was brought in and 
sure enough there was the letter for Don 
Bosco from Turin. H e opened the enve­
lope and showed the two letters from 
the boys to the wondering superiors. T h e  
amazement which was plainly written on 
their faces was so ludicrous that in spite 
of himself Don Bosco was forced to smile 
at their confusion. \ hat same evening Don 
Alasonatti read publicly to the boys the 
part of Don Bosco's letter which concern­
ed them. T h ey  were struck with aston-. 
ishment. Indeed Don. Bosco's words were 
true.

Meanwhile at Bergamo the exercises 
were running their course. Don Bosco 
by the s w e e t . gentleness of his manners 
drew all hearts to himself. He won the 
admiration of the clerics not only by the 
power of his preaching but also by the 
homeliness with which he presented the 
subjects under discussion. He was to be 
found in their midst during recreation 
time, am using-them  by narrating enter­
taining episodes, while the clerics sat 
around him on the ground in the play­
ground. T h e  Rector of the Sem inary 
was quite put out by what he conside­
red Don Bosco's unseemly behaviour. It 
appeared to him that such actions and such 
hilarity were contrary to the gravity and 
dignity of the priesthood. He muttered 
to himself " I  think I will keep away as 
a sign of protest... but these young men 
if only I would allow them, would go 
with him to the Oratory at T u r in " .  Here 
was testimony to the charm and efficacy 
of Don Bosco's manner and the work 
which he so ardently loved. .
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Mons: Abbondio Cavadini, Bishop of 
Mangalore in India was at this time a 
pupil at the Seminary at Bergamo. In 
1909 he bore striking testimony to the effi­
cacy of the words of the Servant of God. 
He related that in one of his last sermons 
Don Bosco's feelings were so intense and 
his emotion so great that he could not 
proceed. In the following instruction he 
asked his hearers to excuse- this invo­
luntary interruption and expressed such 
sentiments as moved the hearts of all 
even more than his lecture of the prece­
ding day had done.

Mons. Angelo Cattaneo— Vicar Apo­
stolic of Honan, and also a student at 
the same seminary wrote in the same 
strain to Don Rua— : " I  was sixteen at 
the time and I presented myself before 
Don Bosco to make a general confession. 
T o  facilitate matters I had written my 
sins and shortcomings on a piece of pa­
per. And a long list they made. I began 
to read them when suddenly Don Bosco 
took the paper from my hand and put it 
in the fire. At this unexpected act I was 
dumbfounded with astonishment. M y con­
fusion was so great that I could not utter 
another word. Don Bosco however com­
forted me by saying— : "D on 't  be upset, 
I have your sins" — and, in point of 
fact, to my great astonishment he went 
through the list one by one just as I had 
written them. My surprise and emotion 
can more easily be imagined than des­
cribed. M y  sorrow and consolation were 
greater than I had ever before experienc­
ed and found vent in salutary tears".

" In  the ’year 18 6 1 ,"  so testifies in his 
turn Fr. Scaini of the Society of jesus," 
the very Rev. Don Bosco gave the Spiri­
tual Exercises in the Diocesan Seminary 
of Bergamo. I myself was among the cle­
rics of that time. In one of his sermons 
he spoke, as far as I can remember, some­
what to this effect— : " I  asked Our 
Lady on one occasion the grace of having 
some thousands of boys about me when 
1 shall be in Heaven (I believe he stated 

the exact number of boys but I cannot

recall what it was) and the Blessed V ir­
gin graciously conceded this favour. If any 
of you wish to be among this number I 
will gladly welcome you and to attain 
this end there is one condition, namely, 
that every day of your lives when you 
hear Mass, you say a Hail Mary.

I do not know what impression this 
offer made upon my companions. For 
my part I eargerly accepted it and I have 
let no day pass without saying the 
Hail Mary for the intention recommen­
ded by Don Bosco. However with the 
passage of years, doubts began to arise 
in my mind which were dispelled by Don 
Bosco himself. It happened in the follow­
ing manner. On the evening of the jr d  
of January 1882 finding myself at Turin 
(for I was on my way to Chieri to enter 
the Jesuit Novitiate), I sought to obtain 
an interview with Don Bosco. I obtained 
my requesta nd was received by him with 
the utmost kindness and when I acquaint­
ed him with the fact that I was about 
to enter the Novitiate of the Jesuits he 
exclaimed " I  am very glad, for whenever
I know of anyone entering that Society 
it gives me as much pleasure as if they 
were enrolling themselves in my own 
Society" I then asked him to explain a 
matter which had given me much trouble 
of late. I recalled to his mind the retreat 
at Bergamo, the advice about the Hail 
Mary and the intention for which it was 
to be offered. He remembered these things 
quite well and asked me what the diffi­
culty was. I then informed him that
I had said the Hail Mary every day but
I was dubious of being among the boys 
around him for already I was out of that 
category. Don Bosco however consoled 
me and with great confidence added "C o n ­
tinue to recite the Flail Mary and we 
shall doubtless be together in Paradise".

{To be continued).

P erm issu  S u p erio ru m  -  G e rent. D . D om e nico G a rn e r i.  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R I N T IN G  S O C I E T Y  

C o r s o  R e g in a M a rg h e rita , 174 -  T u rin  109, (Ita ly).



S O C I E T À E D I T R I C E IN T E R N A Z IO N A L E
TORINO — Corso R eg ina  Ma rg h e r i ta ,  175 — (IT A L IA )

Sac. Dott. E R N E S T  U S R U F F I N I. —  IN T R O D U C T IO  IN S . S C R IP T U R A M . Praele­
ctiones habitae Athenaeis Pont. Sem. Rom. et Prop. Fidei.

P a r s  s e c u n d a :  Introductio in novum Testamentum liber primus. —  Volumen in-8° pp. x x ii-450. —  
Libellae 30. —  Apud exteros: L. 36. —  Editio 1925.

F R A N C IS C U S  V A R V E L L O , Sacerdos, Philosophiae Professor in Seminario Salesiano 
apud Taurinenses. —  INSTITUTIO NES PH ILO SO PH IA E.

PARS I. Complectens introductionem ad Philosophiam et Logicam. L. 10. —  Apud exteros: L. 12. 
PARS 11 Melnphysica.

V o l u m e n  I. Complectens Metaphysicam generalem seu Ontologiam: L, 6. —  Apud exteros: L. 7,20. 
VOLUMEN I I .  Complectens Metaphysicam specialem seu Cosmologiam, Pneumatologiam et Teodiceam: 

L. 1 5 . —  Apud exteros: L. 18.

PA RS 1 1 1 . Ethica et Ju s  naturae.
V o l u m e n  I. Complectens Ethicam: L. 5 .  —  Apud exteros: L. 6.
V o l u m e n  II- Complectens Jus naturae: L. 15. —  Apud exteros: L. 18.

H O R A T IU S  M A Z Z E L L A ,  Archiepiscopus Tarentinus. —  P R A E L E C T IO N E S  SC H O L A - 
STICO -DO GM ATICAE. Breviori Cursui accomodatae. Editio quinta recognita et aucta.

V o l u m e n  I- Tractatus de vera Religione, de Scriptura, de Traditione et de Ecclesia Christi. L. 15.
Apud exteros: L. 18.

V o l u m e n  I I .  Tractatus de Deo Uno ac Trino et de Deo Creante. L. 15. —  Apud exteros: L- 18. 
VOLUMEN I I I .  Tractatus de Verbo incarnato, de Gratia Christi et de Virtutibus infusis. L. 15. —

Apud exteros: 18.
V o l u m e n  IV. Tractatus de Sacramentis et de Novissimis. L. 15. —  Apud exteros: L. 1 8.

A L O Y SIU S P IS C E T T A  et A N D REA  G EN N A RO , Sacerdotes Piae Societatis S . Fran- 
cisci Salesii. — THEOLOGIAE M O RALIS ELEMENTA ad Codicem Ju r is  Canonici 

exacta.

Jam  edita sunt in lucem :
V o l u m e n  p r im u m :  De Theologiae M oralis Fundamentis. — 1. De actibus umanis. - 2 . De conscientia.

- 3.  De legibus. - 4. De peccatis.—  Vol. in-t6, pp- C v n - 4 0 4 :  L. 1 5 .  —  Apud exteros: L. 18. 
V o l u m e n  s e c u n d u m :  De obligationibus erga Deum et nos ispos. —  1. De virtutibus theologicis. - 

2. De virtute religionis. - 3. De prudentia, fortitudine et tem perantia.—  Vol. 16 pp. X-630. 
L. 20 .  —  Apud exteros: L. 24 .

V o l u m e n  t e r t i u m :  De obligationibus erga proximum. —  1. De justitia et jure. - 2. De iniuriis et 
restitutione. - 3.  De contractibus. —  Vol. in -*6, pp. X I I - 7 5 0 :  L. 2 5 .  —  Apud exteros: L. 3 0 .  

V a l u M E N  q u a r t u m :  De obligationibus peculiaribus et de poenis ecclesiasticis. — Vol. in-16 pp. X I I- 4 20 :  
L. 15. —  Apud exteros: L. 18.

Proxim e edenda:

V o l u m e n  q u i n t u m :  De Sacramentis in genere et de quinque primis Sacramentis in specie. — 1. De
Sacramentis in genere. - 2 .  De Baptismo. - 3.  De Confirmatione. - 4.  De Eucharistia. - 
5.  De poenitentia. - 6. De Extrema Unctione.

V o l u m e n  s e x t u m :  De Ordine et de Matrimonio.
V o l u m e m  s e p t im u m :  De sexto et nono praecepto decalogi; de usu matrimonii et de ratione servanda 

in sacramentorum administratione.



S O C IE T À E D IT R IC E  IN T E R N A Z IO N A L E
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O P E R A  A P U D  N O S .

CANTUS CO M M U N ES IN M ISSA  ET IN V ESPER IS. Ex editione typica Vaticana. 
L. 0,40. —  Apud exteros: L. 0,50.

CANTUS LITURGICI. Cantici, Hymni, Psalmi, etc. Ex editione typica Vaticana. L. 0,30.
—  Apud exteros: L. 0,40.

M ISSA  DE AN G ELIS in festis duplicibus 5. Ex editione typica Vaticana. L. 0,60. —  Apud 
exteros: L. 0,75.

M ISSA  IN FESTIS SO LEM N IBU S. Ex editione typica Vaticana. L. 0,20. —  Apud exteros: 
L. 0,25.

M ISSA  PRO  DEFUNCTIS cum absolutione et exequiis defunctis. Ex editione typica Vati­
cana. L. o,6o. —  Apud exteros: L. 0,75.

LIBER U SU A LIS M ISSA E ET OFFICII PRO  DO M INICIS ET FESTIS I VEL II 
C L A S S IS  cum cantu gregoriano ex editione Vaticana adamussim excerpto et rytmicis 
signis in subsidium cantorum a Solesmensibus monachis diligenter ornato. Vol. pp. 
xxx-1600: L. 25. —  Apud exteros: L. 30.

LIBER U SU A LIS M ISSA E ET OFFICII PRO  DOM INICIS ET FESTIS cum cantu 
gregoriano quem ex editione Vaticana typica in recensione musicae notulas translatum 
Solesmenses monachi rhythmicis signis diligenter ornaverunt. Vol. pp. x x v i i i -1670: 
L. 30. —  Apud exteros: L. 36.

CANTUS CH O RA LES M A JO R IS  HEBDOM ADAE etc. Ex editione Vaticana. In 4.: L. 4.
—  Apud exteros: L . 4,80.
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