


Important notice to Readers.
As announced previously in the Bulletin, the rules of the

Association of Salesian Co-operators, together with a 
sum- mary of the Indulgences and spiritual favours, and 

ap- pendices, have been reprinted and bound into a neat volume or
manual.

A copy of this and a diploma of membership is being sent to all 
readers, if some of the dates affixed thertho are subsequent to 
the date of receipt, that is the day on which m em bership w ill
commence, and on which the plenary indulgence may be gained.

Those readers, who on receiving a copy and reading the instructions 
and regulations, do not desire to be enrolled as members, should return 
the two things, and their names will be cancelled. Those who retain 
them will be definitively enrolled.

Explanations and inform ation concerning the rule w ill be 
found in the manual, but will be supplemented by the Bulletin. Any
member is of course free to withdraw his name at any future time
should he so wish. It 

is greatly desired that by this m eans a new im petus will be
given to the development and active participation of the Salesian
Co-operators, and that the works of Don Bosco will be known,
esteemed, and aided more and more. It will also serve to streng- then 
the bond of charity, of prayer and of work, which ought to unite the 
Co-operators amongst themselves, and also to the members of 
the Salesian Society, with whom they work for the greater glory
of God and the good of society at large.
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THE CENTENARY
THE approach o f  an im­

portant event in the de­
velopment o f  the Salesian  
Society and its manifold 

apostolate had been rega rd ed  with 
attention and interest o f  quite an e x ­
ceptional kind. T h e  Ven. Don Bosco, 
dying on Jan. 3 1 s t  18 8 8 ,  bade his 
chosen Successor and immediately fol­
lowers not only to look forward to the 
future with confidence and hope, but 
to prepare for far g rea ter  things, than 
even the rem arkable  achievements which 
had made his own life so eventful. 
A t  that time, some twenty-seven years 
ago, the Salesian  Society  was established 
and in a vigorous youth. U n d er  the 
inspired direction o f  its Founder it had 
proved a means o f  surprising fertility 
in its chosen vineyard am on g the 
young, and am ong the general m asses 
o f  the people. But this was only a 
revelation of its inherent v itality ; its 
possibilities were not fully realised, 
even by those who were shap in g its 
destinies, and the passing  o f  the Fou n ­
der which seemed an irreparable  loss, 
was but the signal for an onward march 
o f  rapid progress. His life undoubted­
ly  touched upon the supernatural wher­
ever his cherished work was concerned, 
but his influence as a patron, a pro­
tector, an intercessor, w as evidently 
enhanced beyond measure when he was 
called upon to leave his labours to 
others, and to receive the reward o f  
the faithful servant.

T h e  Ven. Don Bosco w as born in a 
ye a r  which present events have brought 
into even g re a te r  prominence than its 
own signal importance sheds around it. 
T h e  ye a r  1 8 1 5  was one o f  those with 
which the history o f nations became

a sso cia ted ;  a ye a r  as prominent in the 
nineteenth century, as its centenary in 
the twentieth; the grow th and exp an ­
sion in all departm ents o f  life since 
that time is represented in the m agn i­
tude o f  the struggle , which now domi­
nates Europe and parts o f  neighbouring 
continents, and which dwarfs what w as 
in the nineteenth century the corres­
ponding w ar o f  the nations.

B y  the month o f  A u g u st  1 8 1 5  the 
smoke o f  battle had cleared aw ay and 
an era o f  com parative peace had en­
tered on its path. But the effects o f  
so many cam paigns were not easily  
counteracted. A p a rt  from material 
losses, the injury to true progress and 
to the religious life o f  the nations had 
caused a wound that only long years  
would heal. T h is  applied particularly 
to the country in which John Bosco 
was born 011 A u gu st 1 6th 1 8 1 5 .  T h e  
influence o f foreign occupation, and the 
persecution o f  the Church had resulted 
in a low ering o f  religious ideals, the 
absence o f  religious practice, the decay 
o f Faith, the growth o f indifference, 
and this process was at work  for m any 
years. T h ere  was evidently room for 
one who should cope with these evils, 
and in the yo u n g  boy from Castel- 
nuovo, the future A postle  was plainly 
foreshadowed.

T h e  various authentic accounts o f  
the work of Don Bosco have usually 
been regarded  as d isp lay ing an o ver­
abundance o f  detail; but this is almost 
inevitable where so many details were 
plainly o f  an unusual character, and 
provided that cumulative evidence which 
revealed  the A po st le  in the boy o f  
eight, and which depicted the develop­
ment o f  the character, as it g radually
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displayed  endowm ents so full o f pro­
mise. T h ere  is no need to enter into 
those details here. Suffice it to say 
that at a time when the education o f  
the people as understood nowadays was 
practically non-existent, and with the 
factors above referred to at w ork, the 
ignorance am ong the young was the 
most fruitful source o f  religious indif­
ference, and the practice o f  the Faith 
w as in a state o f  rapid decline.

It was this need that first o f  all im-

harb inger  o f a long succession o f  won­
derful events, which have given to that 
day a special importance in the de­
velopm ent o f  the Salesian  Congregation, 
and have made it second only to the 
patronal F e a st  o f  Our L a d y  H elp  of 
Christians.

O nly the merest sum m ary can be 
given o f  succeeding events. Don Bosco 
put forward all his superhuman effort 
in the work o f  his Sun day  Oratories. 
T h e ir  success was nothing’ short of

CASTELNUOVO D’ASTI —  Don Bosco’s Village.

pressed  itself  on the heart o f  Don 
Bosco, which bled at the sight o f  ruin 
which neglect o f  instruction had brought 
upon many youths, with whom his 
priestly work brought him into contact. 
H is  early  visions again  passed before 
his mind. T heir  m eaning was now 
un m istakab le ;  his mission was pointed 
out ;  the call becam e insistent. His 
hesitation w as swept aw ay  by the ad­
vent o f  his first boy on Dec. 8th 1 8 4 1 ,  
and by his first oratory or catechism 
m eetings on the Sun days  immediately 
following. T h a t  Feast-day o f  the Im ­
maculate Conception proved  to be the

phenomenal, and boys in hundreds 
were soon flocking around him. H is 
natural gen ius for organisation suc­
ceeded beyond m easure in the a rran ge­
ment o f  classes, gam es, the Sunday 
Services, excursions, music and all the 
adjuncts o f  the Oratory. Other centres 
were established and the w ork  p laced ' 
on a firm basis. But the results men­
tioned in these brie f words represent 
gigantic  labours, heroic struggles, a 
m artyr ’ s fortitude. T h e  story o f  the 
opposition overcom e and the trials 
endured m akes sad but instructive 
read in g ;  none but Satan himself could
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have raised  up such insistent and un­
provoked opposition, often in the very  
quarters from which should have come 
assistance and consolation. H ow ever  
once his vocation was clear, nothing 
could daunt the young p r i e s t ; his life 
might be in jeopardy , as it in fact was 
on several occasions, when his rescue 
was clearly m iraculous; but it would be 
sacrificed without hesitation should the 
need arise. Besides his firm hope in 
G od, and the evident protection o f  his 
first inspirer, Our L a d y  Help o f  Christ­
ians, Don Bosco had the consolation 
o f unw avering loyalty on the part o f  
his boys, a loyalty which grew  into 
constant attachment, and devoted love.

T h e  Oratories necessitated perm a­
nent buildings and suitable recreation 
grounds. T h ese  were provided prin­
cipally by the assistance o f a few 
staunch friends, the nucleus o f  that 
great  body o f  Sa lesian  Co-operators, 
who now in all parts o f  the world 
combine to carry on and develop the 
work  o f  the V en. Servant o f  God. In 
some cases he contracted debts for 
la rge  sums, and the stran ge occur­
rences in connection with the paym ent 
o f  these, form some o f  the most str ik ­
ing exam ples o f  Providential interfer­
ence. Once these centres were in 
being, it needed but a trivial circum­
stance to bring about the transition 
to perm anent homes and schools, so 
that it w as seldom that a Festive  O ra­
tory was begun, without scholastic work  
in some o f  its m any forms soon fol­
low ing in its train, or indeed without 
the whole organisation o f  parochial 

'  life, which in many places was either 
entirely absent, or very feeble in its 
m anifestations. Thus there g rew  up 
the fabric o f  the whole Sa les ian  edi­
fice, including the Fest ive  Oratories, 
the Schools for T ra d es ,  the C olleges ,  
the Parochial work, the agricultural 
departm ents and colonies, a widely 
diffused system  for b r in g in g  good read ­

ing to every  h om e; and all this not 
only in one country or continent, but 
in Eu rope , A m erica  (North and South), 
A fr ica  and A s ia .

S tr ik in g  results have been achieved 
in the South Am erican  Republics, and 
it w as a bold stroke o f  high policy on 
the part o f  Don Bosco to select that 
field o f  labour for the first m issionary 
enterprises ol his sons. T h e  immense 
work o f  the O ratories  and Schools m ay 
be faintly ju dged  by the fact that in 
Buenos A ires  alone the numbers o f  
boys connected with their departm ents 
run into four or five thousands. T h e  
missionary successes have been beyond 
conception and belief, for tribes that 
have long resisted all influence from 
the whites, and indulged in m assacres 
on a la rge  scale, have gradu a lly  been 
evangelised  by the Salesian  Missionaries, 
whose intrepidity and apostolic zeal 
are announced in no uncertain fashion 
by the convincing proofs o f  established 
results. M any great  names are asso ­
ciated with the immense strides in all 
departm ents o f  our work in these regions, 
for all have been alike eminently suc­
cessful. T h e  g reat  congresses o f  S a l e ­
sian Co-operators held in Turin  have 
had their counter-parts in South A m e ­
rica, and their celebration o f  the cen­
tenary is not being postponed by the 
European  war, though it will not be 
possible to carry out the program m e 
as orig inally  proposed. T h e  importance 
o f  the event may be ju dged  by the 
issue o f  a special pastoral by H is  G race  
the Archbishop o f  Buenos A yres ,  g iven  
on another p a ge  o f  this issue.

Both in India and China the O ra­
tories, and the Schools o f  T ra d e s  are 
doing very good work am ong the na­
tive children, while in the latter country 
m any conversions have been made 
am ong the adults by instruction and 
missionary tours.

T h is  b r ie f  sketch will suffice to show 
that the V en. D on B o sco ’s words have
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been verified, for since 1 888  till this 
the C entenary year o f  his birth, his 
work  has increased several times over, 
and its special protection and guidance 
by its Patroness, Our L a d y  . H elp  
o f  Christians, have been abundantly 
proved.

 

A bout three years  ago, when the 
w ar was to all appearances quite un­
dream t of, the Superiors  o f the C on ­
gregation, in union with the chief 
m embers o f  the Association  o f  Co- 
operators, and the executive o f  the 
Past Students International Federation , 
considered the question of the C en ­
tenary Festivities, which were to have 
seen their realisation in the month o f 
A u g u st  o f  this year. T h e  event de­
manded a corresponding celebration, 
for it was not to be thought o f  that 
he whom nations had delighted to 
honour, should be feted in any se­
condary degree by his own followers. 
A  very  elaborate program m e was de­
cided upon. Its main features consisted 
in the holding o f  an international C on ­
gress  o f  Co-operators, as well as a 
congress o f  the Past Pupils, an e x ­
hibition o f  the work o f  our Schools 
and the erection of a monument in the 
square or piazza facing the Basilica  
o f  O ur L a d y  H elp  o f  Christians at the 
O ratory  in T urin . M oreover  the cen­
tenary o f  the Feast  o f  Our L a d y  H elp 
o f  Christians, which fell in M a y  o f  
this sam e year, was also to have been 
the occasion o f  celebrations on a vast 
scale, but the shadow of the w ar de­
prived them of much o f  their splendour. 
In regard  to the proposed celebrations 
the whole scheme was reluctantly aban­
doned, for it was felt that, even if the 
festivities had been feasible, they would 
have been entirely out o f  k e e p in g  with 
the spirit o f  the nations, whose whole 
efforts are bent towards the successful 
termination o f  the g reat  conflict. It is

how ever only a postponement, though 
it m ay be doubted whether, when realis­
ed, they will be accom panied by the 
enthusiasm and display that oilier times 
would have rendered both possible and 
becoming.

T h e  Salesian  W o rk  will be undoubted­
ly deeply affected by the war. In Be l­
gium the very large  m ajority  o f the 
priests and clerics are with the armies 
on various fronts, and though the Schools' 
are not reported as destroyed, they 
will be none the better for their oc­
cupation by troops, even though it be 
for the necessary accommodation o f 
the wounded. In Italy  la rge  numbers 
o f  the priests and clerics and lay- 
brothers are  en gaged  in m ilitary ser­
vice, so that Institutes will lose their 
staffs, and the work will be at a stand­
still. In E g y p t ,  Palestine and T u rk e y  
the w ar conditions are  by no m eans 
favourable to the educational work, 
especially  where so much depends on 
charitable co-operation. From  A u str ia  
not much news has been torth-coming, 
but war-conditions are at their acutest 
stage. It m ay be how ever that after 
the war, the conditions in educational 
circles will m ake renewed demands 
upon the personnel o f  Our Houses, 
and Our Superior  G eneral,  following 
the large-hearted policy o f  his prede­
cessor in the times o f  public need, has 
placed the Schools, as far as means 
will allow, at the disposal o f  those 
boys who are  made homeless by the 
war.

T h e  C enten ary  feasts therefore are 
quite in the back ground for the present. 
It w as hoped that the stirring events 
in that connection would be accom­
panied by a whole-hearted response by 
the C o-operators in all parts o f  the 
w o r ld ;  but if  the occasion has been 
removed, the need is still with us, and 
in a much more imperative form.
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It is perhaps superfluous to point 
out that the far-reaching d istress in so 
m any countries m u st ’ vitally affect the 
w orks to which attention has been 
drawn. T h e  means at the d isposal o f  
the generous are smaller, the demands 
upon their charity more numerous and 
nearer to their own doors ;  the im­
m ediate cry for re lief in so m any 
directions must m ake the call from 
other quarters lost amid the confusion 
o f  so many voices. But all these cir­
cumstances do not alter the fact that 
those good w orks which the Salesian  
Co-operators have so long and so 
gen erously  supported, are still in need 
today o f  that support and that g e n e ­
rosity, for the demand they make is 
a lw ays insistent and alw ays important.

T h e  help that has been given in the 
past may have entailed some sacrifice, 
but is not some extra sacrifice called 
for now?  the w orks accomplished up 
to this centenary year  have about them 
a certain grandeur and m agnificence; 
something accomplished, something done 
is certainly true o f  them ; let not there­
fore their g lory  be diminished ; nay, 
the opening o f  another century since 
the birth o f  the Ven. Don Bosco, a 
century which will, as far as human 
foresight goes, witness his elevation '
to the altars, should stir all to reso­
lution and generosity  o f  heart. H is  
characteristic words could never be 
more appropriately  urged than n ow : 
At the end of life we shall gather the 
fruit of our good works.

fo r  the Centenary of the birth of Don Bosco

Discourse of His Grace Mgr. George Gusmini Archbishop of Bologna 
to the Salesian Co-operators, February 12, 1915,

The programme of the Salesian Co- 
operators.

Fo r  the celebration of the Feast of their 
patron Saint it is usual for the Salesian 

Cooperators to hold a general meeting to discuss 
the progress of their Institute and at the same 
time to hear an exhortation showing them how 
to correspond ever more faithfully, if not to 
their vocation; at least to the office assumed 
with a certain solemnity before God and men. 
It is a pleasure for me to make this exhortation 
because truly splendid as is the banner under 
which they are arrayed, more splendid still are 
the words engraved thereon, which form as it 
were the programme and device of the associa­
tion to which they belong: To be good in them­
selves and to do good to others.

This motto is excellent, for to be good accor­

ding to the spirit of the Salesian Co-operators 
is to be good according to the spirit of the Gospel 
the spirit which attains its highest point in that 
great precept of Christ: “  Be ye perfect as your 
Heavenly Father is perject; ”  and then to do 
good to others, embraces a mission in some sense 
apostolic. In fact, if the institution of the 
Cooperators is not in itself a religious institute 
it is a supplement, and to be so truly it must 
live in the same spirit. Now the spirit of any 
religious institute and particularly that of the 
Salesian Institute which is an apostolic asso­
ciation, is a spirit of greater perfection.

Marvellous is that idea which places the 
Salesian Co-operators in the first rank in that 
work of Christian restoration, individual and 
social, which for so long has been the aspiration 
of all good souls, the centre of the movement 
both of the clergy and the Catholic laity over
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the whole world. So that the first portion of 
the programme of being good is also the source 
of the other to do good to others.

Therefore if the Salesian Co-operators exclude 
no work which concerns the material and moral 
good, particularly of the working classes, and 
of the young, from the sphere of their activity; 
if, indeed, they seem to have for these a special 
impulse, the chief object must ever be the spi­
ritual and moral elevation of the people, par­
ticularly of the most neglected, to make of

ders, and you would thus become ever more di­
ligent Cooperators with me and with my zealous 
Clergy.

The centenary of the birth of Don Bosco.
But a special occasion claims my attention, 

calling your own to interest itself in another 
important object. In this year we keep the 
first Centenary of the birth of that great man 
who lives and works in the great Salesian Insti­
tutions, I mean, the Venerable John Bosco,

BECCMI ol Castelnuovo d’Astl — Hamlet where Don Bosco was born.

them truly, the people of God, to form of them 
the gens sancta, the populas acquisitionis, of 
whom the Holy Spirit speaks.

I desire to put this twofold object before 
you with great earnestness so as to enkindle 
anew the zeal of all; that with greater generosity 
you may set yourselves to the completion of 
this undertaking, and all the more as with the 
grace of God on the one hand, I might hope for 
some great results from my words; and on the 
other, because the good effected in you would 
redound also to the honour of this City and 
of the whole Diocese, the spiritual and moral 
welfare of which weighs now on my own slioul-

who was born near Castelnuovo d’Asti on the 
16th of August 18 15 . Now it would be impossi­
ble to speak to the Salesian Cooperators at the 
beginning of this year without speaking of him 
whom they recognize as their father and founder.

How beautiful and marvellous' are the ways 
of God in dealing with his Church and the Reli­
gious Institutes which form its brightest crown!

The other day I accepted an invitation by 
the Reverend Barnabite Fathers to speak of 
Blessed Francis Xavier Bianchi, precisely on 
the occasion of the First Centenary of his death; 
and today I am here by the invitation of the Re­
verend Salesian Fathers, to speak of the Ven.
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John Bosco for the Centenary of his birth. Thus 
whilst in the kingdom of Naples a great Saint 
was closing his eyes to the light of day, a great 
apostle in Upper Italy was opening his own 
to the same light, both saints and apostles, the 
former exercising his holy apostolate in the 
sanctification of others amidst the tumult of 
the French Revolution; the second built up the 
edifice of his own perfection and exercised his 
apostolate in the Sanctification of others amidst 
the turmoil of the Italian Revolution; both of 
them with admirable results for the glory of God 
and for the good of souls. For this reason, in 
speaking of Don Bosco, I shall not go far from 
the subject of which I should have spoken to 
the Cooperators, had I intended to explain the 
lofty programme of their institution; for, in 
speaking of Don Bosco, I can but put before 
you the model of th a t . splendid programme: 
To be good in oneself, and to do good to others;  
since of him we must say what the Scripture 
affirms of Jesus Christ who first began to do 
and then to teach: Coepit Jesus jacere et docere 
(A cts I. i.).

The firs t part of the programme.
To be good in  oneself is therefore the first and 

fundamental part of the great programme 
which Don Bosco inscribed on the standard 
he raised aloft, when he called around him his 
first Co-operators. But before inscribing it 
there, he, under the influence of the grace of 
God, wrote it with his admirable life in the 
immortal pages of the history of the saints. 
For Don Bosco was indeed good, he was always 
good, he was ever increasing in goodness, until 
he became perfectly good.

Could I but unfold to you that sublime my­
stery of ever increasing goodness which was the 
life of Don Bosco, I might then be able to make 
you understand that more sublime and mar­
vellous mystery of the participation in His 
own goodness which the Creator grants to the 
creature, when He chooses to raise a man to 
the heights of perfection, to lead him to the 
lofty peaks of sanctity.

Consequently it is impossible to speak of 
true goodness, if it does not begin from God, 
of whom it is written that He alone, even exclu­
sively, is good. Unus est bonus, Dens (Matth. 
X IX , 17). Therefore if in creatures there is 
so to say, some spark of goodness, it comes 
from an intimate participation of God’s abun­
dance.

The goodness of God is in itself, with regard 
to man, of a supernatural character; and it is 
the participation in this goodness alone that 
makes men truly perfect, Still in the natural 
order also, God imparts to man something of 
His perfection, preparing in this order the foun­
dation of that goodness and perfection which 
He will give to those favoured souls who in the 
supernatural order He has destined to be saints: 
for diligentibus Denm omnia cooperantur in 
bonum, Us qui secundum proposition vocati 
sunt sancti (Rom. V III , 28).

The foundation of D on| B osco's 
goodnes s .

The foundation of the goodness and sanctifi­
cation of Don Bosco I find above all in his fam­
ily. His father, Francis Bosco was a good, 
honest, I might almost say, a holy man, and 
though Don Bosco lost him at an early age, 
when he could scarcely profit by his words and 
his example, still he inherited something of 
his goodness, which he never lost throughout 
his life, because it was a fundamental part of 
his character. For, my dear brethren, it is not 
only evil which is inherited, but good also, 
and the good qualities of parents descend to 
their children, so that it is the duty of parents 
not to allow their own nature to be corrupted 
by vice, but to keep it unspotted, to perfect 
it by the practice of virtue so that not only by 
their example but in their blood it may pass 
on to successive generations. Would that all 
children could say with a holy pride and the 
pulsation of a pure heart: “ We are the children 
of Saints and we will never abase ourselves 
to unworthy and wicked actions” . F il i i  sancto­
rum sumus.

But what shall I say of the mother? Mar­
garet Occhiena was not only a good but a holy 
mother, who with her nutriment, and by her 
word and example transfused her whole self 
into the life of her son. Hence if Don Bosco 
was good and became perfectly good, after 
God, one may say without fear of being mistak­
en, he owed much of it to his mother, so that 
Margaret was for him more than a mother, as 
one who combined in herself the solicitude also 
of a father, uniting in a marvellous way sweet­
ness with strength, authority with persuasi­
veness. She thus made Don Bosco one who in his 
life and apostolate combined in a wonderful 
manner paternal and maternal qualities with 
such perfection and continuity as few saints
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have shown. Of this admirable women we 
might frame a splendid panegyric because not 
only had she a principal share in the individual 
life, but also in the social life of Don Bosco, so 
that to speak in praise of her would only be 
praising her son, as in the same way all would 
redound to her honour that is spoken of her 
son. And do not take it ill if I have delayed 
somewhat on this point, for I wish all to un­
derstand the importance of good mothers and 
of their education in our families; for truly in 
the turmoil of external life, through being 
occupied .in keeping up appearances, it would 
seem that the ideal has been lost.

N atural gifts .
Moreover, we might almost say that first 

in the natural order and then in the supernatural 
order God had made Don Bosco truly and pro­
foundly good. He gave him more than usual 
intelligence so that his mind was eager, from 
the first glimmer of reason, for all kinds of 
knowledge, He endowed him with a prodigious 
memory by which, when quite a little boy, he 
remembered the sermons of his parish priest 
and was able to repeat them almost word for 
word; above all He gave him a sensitive and 
generous heart, guided by a character based on 
a resolute will, ever active and persevering. 
From his earliest years those who saw him might 
have asked with the people who marvelled 
at the prodigies in reference to John the Baptist:
— “ What, think you, shall this child be? 
Quis pittas piter iste erit?" And the answer 
of one versed in the wonderful ways of God 
could only have been: “ He will be a great 
Saint, and a great apostle!”  Don Cafasso, who 
for a long time followed him with the scrutiny 
of a Saint, not only in his external life, but 
also, in that intimate life of the soul, when in­
terrogated regarding him, answered as it were 
hiding through reverence the great work of 
God in him: “ Don Bosco is a m y s t e r y but, 
that no one might interfere in this work, even 
in moments of difficulty, he added: “ He must 
be lejt jree ; leave him Jree to work!”

A  fact which is often found in the 
lives of the Sa ints.

Here I must state an important fact which, 
though resplendent in Don Bosco, is not iso­
lated, but may be found one may say in all the 
Saints, more especially those destined to attain 
perfection by the work of the apostolate; and

the fact is this, that the saints are not only not 
foolish in mind or weak in character, but have 
generally striking natural gifts and qualities, 
which form, an adequate basis corresponding to 
the sublime operations which grace will pro­
duce in them; and this is to render them fitting 
instruments to continue and extend on earth 
the great mission of redemption of His Divine 
Son. Thus it was with Peter and Paul, James 
and John, Augustine and Gregory, Francis 
and Dominic, Ignatius and Charles Borromeo 
and hundreds and hundreds of others scattered 
over the whole earth and appearing successi­
vely through the ages. They were not only 
saints and great Saints, but they were also 
men of great talent and character, they were in 
short extraordinary men. And as if to prove 
that the rule has but few exceptions, the same 
thing has happened and still happens amongst 
women, especially those who, either alone, or at 
the side of some great saint, have been the re­
storers of Christian life in the world. Thus 
Scholastica and Clare, Catharine and Teresa, 
Jane de Chantal and Madame Barat and a hun­
dred others including Margaret Bosco, were 
wonderful women, truly worthy even from their 
natural talents that God should have chosen 
them for the great mission He entrusted to 
them on earth.

Supernatural g ifts.
If God did so much in the natural order for 

Don Bosco, what must be said of what He did 
supernaturally for him from the early days 
of his existence? The works of God are not 
only always harmonious in themselves, but 
display a wonderful progress; so we do not err 
in thinking that, when He has poured out on 
these chosen souls the treasures of His grace, 
He will do so with extraordinary abundance; 
and it is under this aspect that he, from boy­
hood, and even from childhood, appears extraor­
dinary. In fact the love of purity, the fervour 
of piety, the zeal for the salvation of souls 
which formed the special character of the work 
of his own sanctification in his after life, mani­
fested themselves in him from his earliest years 
with the impetuosity of a saint. His mother 
brought him up, as Tobias brought up his son, 
to fear God and keep from all sin; and he was 
truly like that holy youth who not only fled 
from sin as from the face of a serpent, but was 
on the watch to avoid even the most remote 
occasion, especially in regard to the virtue of
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purity. A great lesson for all, especially for the 
Co-operators, because the real foundation of 
all goodness, of all sanctity, for ourselves and 
to a great extent of doing good to others is 
in purity of life, animated by a profound and 
efficacious fear of sin. This seems to be only 
the negative part of sanctity and indeed it is 
so: but you may be sure that, almost without 
our perceiving it, it becomes an eminently po­
sitive part, since in always avoiding whatever 
is unclean we become chaste, by keeping our­
selves from acts of pride, humility takes root in 
us, and so of the rest.

Naturally this love of angelical purity in­
creased on the one hand, and was nourished 
on the other, by that profound spirit of piety 
which showed itself at an early date in Don 
Bosco. For from his earliest years, praying, 
serving at the altar, listening to the Word of 
God had the greatest attraction for him. An 
attraction which increased until it became a 
real hunger when he had tasted in Holy Com­
munion, which he received with the transports 
of an Angel, how sweet is the Lord to the souls 
that seek Him.

And it was in these transports in God and 
for God that his zeal was so soon enkindled 
for the salvation of souls; for, wrhat was his 
object in all this, but to make all, especialty 
boys of his own age, taste the sweetness which 
he experienced when he drewr nigh to God. 
Hence his little sermons to them when he was 
still a shepherd boy, hence the undertaking 
of games, of all those fascinating arts, w'hich 
were so characteristic of him, to lead souls to 
God, or if you like, to bring God to souls.

J he rule of perfection.
It was in this internal and external activity 

of piety and of zeal, perfectly guarded by purity 
of life, that his priestly vocation was matured. 
He felt a powerful attraction towrards God and 
for the souls so dear to God; it seemed to him 
that God wished him to leave the world to seek, 
in his own sanctification, the power to sanctify 
others. On the other hand to be in contact 
with the world, though it might increase the 
difficulties of his own sanctification, would 
give him greater facilities for doing good to 
souls, for leading them to God and to salvation. 
And this, through prayer and advice, soon ap­
peared to him the Will of God in his regard, and 
he devoted himself to it with all the strength 
of his soul. But how' great was the cost in the

opposition of relatives, in external labours, 
becoming as it were a pilgrim or an exile from 
his own home, in detachment from what was 
dearest to him in this wTorld, his own mother. 
But he never gave up, and at the age of six­
teen he was able to begin his Latin studies and 
at twenty received the clerical tonsure. But 
throughout all this he wras happy as a child 
who at the dawn of life could say: “  Dominus, 
pars haereditatis meae... tic es qui restitues \iae- 
reditatem meam mild”  (Ps. 15 . 5). The Lord 
is the portion oj my inheritance.

But here is precisely the mark of that lofty 
perfection to which he, at that age and in the 
midst of so many uncertainties and changes, 
under the guidance of God, bad already attained. 
In this there is a great lesson too easily forgot­
ten, bringing ruin on our spiritual life, whilst 
we think we are labouring to make progress 
therein.

The rule and measure of our perfection is 
and can be on other than the Will of God; for 
Jesus Christ Himself proclaimed not only that 
He had come into the world for no other end 
than to fulfil His Father’s Will, but also that 
to do the Will of His Father wras the principle 
of His life, His meat and drink. Nor did He 
will this for Himself only, He willed it for all 
those who after Him would walk in the way 
of perfection by imitating the perfection of the 
Father who is in heaven; thus when at Caphar- 
naum he w'as asked to go outside to salute His 
dearest Mother, wdthout moving He said, 
looking with kindly eyes on His disciples 
“ Whosoever shall do the will of my Father, 
he is my brother, my sister, even my mother.”  
Quicunqne enim f ecerit voluntatem Patris mei... 
ipse meus f rater, et soror, et mater est. (S. Matth. 
V II, 50).

On the w ay to the priesthood.
To understand the height of perfection to 

which Don Bosco had attained in those few 
years and amidst so many hindrances, it suffices 
to look at the rule of life he made for himself 
on entering the seminary; a rule in which whilst 
placing before himself what, for the future, he 
wrould have to do or to avoid as favourable or 
contrary to the cecclesiastical spirit which, in 
reality, is no other than the spirit of Jesus, he 
shows clearly how he was not only illuminated, 
but completely penetrated by it. It is, in fact, 
simply a method for a more profound detach­
ment from the world to give himself more com-
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A painting done in 1 861, by a pupil o f  the O ratory, fro m  an early photograph o f  Don Bosco.

FROM THE BAPTISMAL REGISTER, RECORDING THE BAPTISM OF DON BOSCO.

August 17th 18 15 . — Joh n  M elchior Bosco, son of F ran cis Bosco and M argaret O chiena, born yesterday 
evening, and baptised this evening with solemn rites by the V ery R ev . Don Joseph  Festa, A ssistant 
Priest. The god-parents were M elchior Ochiena, and M adeleine Bosco.
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pletely to God, seeking at the same time to 
exercise himself in the sublime work of drawing 
others to God.

This took place in 1835; and during the se­
cond half of 1840 and the first of 1841 he recei­
ved Holy Orders and the priesthood. How he 
employed these five years of preparation in his 
studies, in pious exercises, in the training of 
his own soul, it is unnecessary to recount; his 
past was a guarantee that not only would he 
carry out perfectly his programme, but that 
he would correspond with marvellous genero­
sity to the operations of God’s grace, so much 
so that from the first instant that he could call 
himself a priest, he could affirm that he was a 
priest entirely according to God’s own heart. 
What was effected in him by the reception of 
Holy Orders and the participation of the gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, what Jesus effected in him 
in the celebration of Holy Mass I will not now 
speak of, except to allude to the increase of 
kindly affection extended to his home, his vil­
lage and all who came in contact with him, as 
well as in the purpose of his life. Many 
places were proposed to him as g iv in g  an ope­
ning for the exercise of his ministry, places 
which presented no special attraction except 
that of being his own master; he chose, instead, 
to enter an Ecclesiastical establishment be­
cause in the study of moral theology and in the 
spiritual direction of Ven. Don Cafasso, the 
venerated Master of the Turinese clergy in 
those days, not only would he complete his 
preparation for the work to which God called 
him, but without searching too far he would 
find himself on the spot where that mission 
would begin, never to leave it till his death.

Recapitulation.

From this moment the work of his own 
sanctification, to be good and perfect, admirably 
prepared him for the other, to do good to others. 
But before we follow him in this field of labour 
which he traversed as a giant, unweariedly, 
performing real miracles in apostolical work, 
let us in a retrospective glance, gather up what 
we have been saying about the work of his per­
sonal sanctification. In this we have admired 
on the one side the work of God, who makes 
the plan and gives the strength to carry it out, 
and on the other the work of Don Bosco who 
examines the plan and at the cost of privations, 
mortifications and numberless labours, a little 
at a time, on the foundation of the profound

purity of his life practising the highest Chris­
tian virtues, carries it into effect. Thus, as 
the work of God is progressive, so also is the 
work of his correspondence progressive; and 
in consequence that also of his own sanctifi­
cation up to his entrance into the priesthood, 
so that one might say that from those very 
first days he was a perfect priest. Let us 
take to heart, this teaching; it comes to us to­
day from Don Bosco, but he only gathered it 
from the life itself of Jesus, who, whilst pre­
paring Himself for His great mission advanced 
in wisdom and age and favour with God and 
men. Let us take it to heart for it is most 
important in itself and still more important for 
us, because in the way of God, not to progress 
is to fall back, as S. Augustine and St. Bernard 
say; since the graces which are God’s work, 
pass; time, in which the work is to be done, 
passes; our powers, which are the means of 
carrying out the work on our side, pass away; 
and one thing only remains, the responsibility 
of not having performed our duty. On the 
other side there arc many who begin with energy 
and generosity, there are but few who continue 
with the same generosity, there are still fewer 
who continue not for a short time but until the 
end; and yet it is only those who persevere to 
the end who are saved. I do not wish today 
to give you a meditation, but remark that this 
subject deserves full attention from souls who 
are in earnest.

The s econd p art of the program m e: 
To do good to others.

Now let us follow Don Bosco who is about to 
begin his mission. From the beginning when 
asked what he thought was his vocation, he 
replied: “ To study in order to be a priest and 
become the teacher of so many who, like my 
own companions, know little of God and of 
religion.”  This idea was confirmed by the 
dream he had when ten years old at Murialdo, 
in which it seemed to him that a lady entrusted 
to him a large flock of sheep to tend, and who, 
when he manifested his fear of being unable to 
do this, rejoined that she herself would give 
him the strength and the means. Such an op­
portunity of doing good to the young, especially 
to the more neglected, seems to have been not 
only a plan, but a firm purpose; and as it hap­
pened, in the very first years of his priesthood, 
in the exercise of his ministry he had to enter 
the prison; there he saw youths who, whilst



SA LESIA N  B U LLETIN 13

they paid the penalty of crimes committed 
usually through ignorance, were preparing them­
selves almost inevitably to commit greater and 
more numerous ones through malice; a voca­
tion which ripened- in his mind, guided indeed 
by the superior light of grace, so as to sketch 
not only the whole plan, but the full organiza­
tion which in the midst of contradictions of all 
kinds, made him say: “ As I cannot hire a room 
I will build one with the help of Our Lady. 
We shall have extensive buildings to accommo­
date as many boys as present themselves, we 
shall have work-shops of all kinds so that the 
boys may learn the trade they  select, we shall 
have a fine court-vard and a spacious vestibule 
for recreation, a magnificent Church, clerics, 
catechists, assistants, teachers of trades, pro­
fessors and finally priests who will take special 
care of those showing a vocation to the priest­
hood.”  These words which from the circum­
stances of the time may be called a true pro­
phecy, contain in embryo the whole work of 
Don Bosco, that work which from the Saint 
whose meekness was to be its characteristic 
he named Salesian, a work which in its gran­
deur and in the way it burst forth and grew to 
perfection showed that its true author was 
not Don Bosco, but God Himself, of whom 
Don Bosco was a skilful and a faithful instru­
ment. This close and intimate relation, seems 
to bring out the point that, if God had in view 
the making of a saint, He had still more in view 
the making of an apostle; but this comes out 
yet more clearly in the development of the 
work itself, for in that process the direct inter­
vention of God by means of miracles and pro­
phecies was not only evident, but we may say 
continuous, and I forbear even to glance at 
these, because it is a part of Don Bosco’s life 
which being so extraordinary, is better known 
and is fortunately so clear that it is not even 
disputed; and this for the simple reason, that 
the things occurred, not in the so-called darkness 
of the middle ages, but in the full light of the 
criticism of the nineteenth century. Nor will 
you expect me to describe the marvellous de­
velopment of the Salesian Work; I will try 
rather to enter into its spirit, that spirit which 
should animate you all, who, as Cooperators, 
have consecrated yourselves to it, at least if you 
are anxious to carry out not only the first part 
of the programme inscribed on your banner, 
but also the other To do good to others.

Beginn ing and development of the 
Sa lesian W o rk .

In 18 4 1 on the 8th of December, dedicated 
to the Immaculate Conception of Mary, Don 
Bosco welcoming lovingly in the Church of St. 
Francis the boy Garelli who had been ill treat­
ed by the Sacristan, laid the first stone, of the 
Salesian Oratory; this happened 0nly  six months 
after he had received priestly orders. On the 
same date, the F east of Our Lady’s conception 
in 1844, in the Inst itute of the Marchesa di Ba- 
rolo, he blessed and dedicated the Chapel to 
St. Francis of Sales, choosing him solemnly as 
protector and model of the work he was foun­
ding.

After many disappointments, after contra­
dictions of all kinds, ecclesiastical and poli­
tical, on April 12th 1846, the Oratory took 
up its permanent abode in Valdocco and began 
that ordinary and natural development which 
was to become so great and conspicuous.

It  was then that the devil attempted to 
strike a final blow, the elimination of Don Bosco 
by a terrible malady which brought him to the 
point of death; but this was overcome chiefly 
by the prayers of his boys; and he, accompanied 
by the good Margaret, removed his abode to 
Valdocco, uniting permanently his life and 
that of his mother with the Oratory, never 
to be separated except by death. In three 
years following, three other Oratories were 
opened and he enriched the educational world 
by a new institution, entirely his own, the Sun­
day and evening schools. In 1850 he esta­
blished the Students Division and in 1851 
four of them put on the cassock, verifying to 
the letter his prediction, we shall have clerics; 
soon after he dedicated his first Church to his 
patron St. Francis of Sales. Meanwhile the 
Institute increased, and he, amidst the labours 
of the ministry and numerous publications of 
all kinds, was giving the final touch to his great 
work the Society oj S. Francis oj Sales, welcomed 
by Pius IX  who definitely approved the Rules 
in 1874.

Meanwhile, in 1872, the Institute was. enlar­
ged on the corresponding side by the founding 
of the Congregation of the Daughters oj Mary 
Help oj Christians, which was to be for the Sale- 
sians in a certain sense what his excellent Mother 
had been for Don Bosco.

Thus it seemed as if the Institutions were com­
plete, because there were priests and religious
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women who could devote themselves to the sal­
vation of both sexes, wherever the need was 
greatest. But on the one side means were 
wanted, and on the other it was necessary that 
the work, extending also amongst the people 
throughout the world, should arouse enthusiasm 
for their own perfection and for the sanctifi­
cation of others, for this had been the grand 
object of the whole life and activity of Don 
Bosco. Thus in 1876 he obtained the appro­
bation of the Union of  the Salesian Cooperators, 
which, we may say, is the object of our Feast 
today.

Meanwhile the Oratories were multiplied and 
to them were added Colleges and both of these 
by similar institutions perfected themselves for 
the good of all, to the increase of piety and at 
the same time of Christian civilization. But 
the Old World seemed too narrow for the zeal 
of Don Bosco and his companions, and it was 
not sufficient to cure the corruption of the de­
cadent civilization of nations grown old in effe­
minacy, but it was necessary to hasten to the 
New World and to carry thither Christian civi­
lization or to renovate it among the new na­
tions of the South. Thus in 1878 began the 
despatch of missionaries to Patagonia, and 
little by little the whole of Tierra del Fuego and 
the adjacent islands were, evangelized, erected 
into a Vicariate and Prefecture Apostolic, at 
the head of which were Salesian Bishops, 
as Don Bosco had foretold. Meanwhile the 
work continues to spread in the Old and New 
World; its increase did not stop with the death 
of Don Bosco, in 1888, but rather from that 
date, perhaps owing to his heavenly patronage 
it has acquired fresh vigour, so that today we 
may say the work has spread throughout the 
world, reckoning 250 Institutes in Italy , 520 
in other countries in which are gathered for in­
struction in religion and a complete training 
more than 300.000 of the young generations.

In presence of these facts which are indeed 
extraordinary, because it appears impossible 
without an intervention from above, to do so 
much in so short a time with such inadequate 
means, we feel constrained to exalt that Div­
ine Providence which in such disastrous times 
raised up so great an apostle, of whom in 1907 
the cause of Beatification was introduced with 
the concession of the title of Venerable. But 
our surprise and at the same time our gratitude 
to Divine Providence will increase still more, 
if we penetrate beneath the surface and exam­

ine the intimate essence of this marvellous 
work.

T h e  Sa le s ia n  W o rk  is the outward 
manifestation of the goodness of 
Don Bosco for the benefit of others.

The Salesian Work, in the whole of its admi­
rable organization, is an eminently spiritual 
work, and may be termed the fruit or the exten­
sion of the goodness and personal Sanctity of 
Don Bosco to the sanctification of others; so 
that they who pride themselves on having 
such a father, to carry on his mission must 
take the same road, to attain the same end: 
to be saints in order to sanctify.

His Eminence Cardinal Svampa, my prede­
cessor, in his funeral oration for the tenth 
anniversary of the death of Don Bosco, having 
designated him, after S. Paul, as the just man 
who lives by Jaith, that faith, which according 
to S. Paul himself, is active and works by cha­
rity, applies to him the prophecy spoken by 
Samuel: A nd I  will raise one up a f aithJul priest, 
who shall do according to my heart and my soul, 
nor do I think a more suitable application has 
ever been made. That Don Bosco in his pri­
vate life was a faithful priest animated by the 
sacerdotal spirit, we have fully recognised. 
So in his public life, in the development of his 
great plan of the Salesian Work, he was anima­
ted and guided by the same spirit which he 
followed with the same fidelity, the same cons­
tancy, the same generosity. He considered 
himself, as we said, an instrument in the hands 
of God, so that he added nothing, he omitted 
nothing, he would not anticipate or postpone 
an action; he did what he felt he should do in 
accordance with the will of God. For this 
reason he was not unduly elated by success, 
which he attributed always and entirely to 
God: he was not cast down by difficulties, nor 
disturbed by contradictions, even when they 
came from those in power, even when they seem­
ed to be the result of good intentions. His 
whole activity was directed to one end, and to 
one end only, that which was in conformity with 
the Will of God, and to His divine spirit. Now 
what could this be but the diffusion through 
the world of the knowledge of God and with 
that knowledge the promotion of His holy ser­
vice? This is the true characteristic of the 
Work of Don Bosco; it is, even on the material 
side, a work of moral redemption, of religious 
recovery, especially of those whose cure is
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more easily effected, but who also are more 
easily ruined, and through whom society wi ll 
receive a good or bad impulse, according as 
they are well or ill directed, as is the case with 
the young. His work then is also one of civili­
zation, but an eminently Christian civilization, 
because in the holiness of his spirit he felt deeply, 
as he had learnt from his knowledge of history 
and experience of life, that there is no true civi­
lization but that which is based upon religion

and the religion of Christ which is the founda­
tion, without which none other can be laid.

Don {3osco’s method of education.

Hence, in his programme, education must 
have for base the Catechism and religious in­
struction; practical life must gain strength from 
prayer, its food must be the holy Sacraments, 
which should sanctify both study and labour, 
be the source of activity and of rest and even 
pervade the recreation, which cannot be health­
ful, cannot indeed be a true relief if it is not 
humane and at the same time Christian.
• Hence the directors must be priests or re­
ligious in the true sense of the word, because 
they have to infuse the spirit of Christ with their

teaching; the teachers must also be religious, 
if not by actual bonds, at least in their spirit 
and conduct, because example will strengthen 
their words, and the pupils whilst learning 
grammar, history, or a trade, will learn also 
to be good men and true Christians.

Hence also correction should not have for 
its basis punishment or even reproof, but should 
have a persuasive force, the infusion of a new 
spirit, using the same means that are employed 

for instruction and education, 
since as they have a preventive 
power over the passions, they 
have also a restorative strength 
over those passions which have 
been vitiated, giving back their 
pristine health, and moral vigour.

And that this wave of Christian 
piety might be more effectual he 
would have it illuminated by 
devotion to Our Lady who long 
ago had told him she would con­
fide her flock to him, promising 
him her help.

In his great plan wrere included 
also labour and recreation, each 
in their various forms and it 
could not be otherwise; for if the 
work of instruction and educa­
tion gives intellectual and moral 
power for life, labour gives the 
means of honourably supporting 
life itself, and recreation regulates 
the material and moral powers 
so that prolonged toil should 
not weaken them, but add to 
their moral strength and ener­

getic action. As these things are practical 
for all, they are still more necessary for the 
young, who have to prepare their own future 
by means of labour. Thus a life passed in 
the practice of piety, in labour and recrea­
tion becomes not a burden that oppresses, not 
a diversion that is tedious, but a tranquil field 
of work, in which the individual earns his daily 
bread in this life, and an eternal recompense 
for the future, and for society ensures order 
and tranquillity, well-being and progress.

The Christian idea of life.

This is another of those points which is of 
very great importance in the Salesian Institute 
and in wrhich the educational genius of Don

The farm-house in which Don Bosco was born.
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Bosco is more clearly manifested. All, wrote 
Montalembert fifty years ago, all are asking in 
wonder and fear whence come these swarms 
of men, lawless and without faith, who make 
their appearance in days of social disorder and 
who, like the barbaric hordes fifteen centuries 
ago, threaten to sweep away all civilization? 
And we may well be alarmed but not surprised. 
They come forth from those depths to which the 
masses have descended, since they were forced 
to work on Sunday, and are deprived of all 
that religion had designed for their instruction 
and consolation; an insatiable avarice having 
taken its place. These are crowds perishing 
with hunger, because their moral sustenance has 
been taken from them; they are without faith 
because rich and learned men have striven for 
a century to root out this treasure from their 
hearts; they are lawless because too often 
their masters and leaders have taught them to 
respect no law... Terrible result of irreligion 
and avarice which conjointly are ever under­
mining the foundations of civil society. Don 
Bosco recognised the evil by which, for more 
than a century, society was being under­
mined through irreligion and licence, resulting 
in an insatiable avidity and profound insubor­
dination amongst the most neglected and yet the 
most vital class of the population; and with 
the Institute that has for its object the Chris­
tianizing of the masses, particularly of the 
young, whilst giving them an employment to 
earn their living, he had in view the healing of 
this deep wound. It is certain that where 
there are pupils of Don Bosco and of his insti­
tutions, neither socialism, nor anarchy, nor 
that enervating demoralization can take root 
and the reason is quite simple. All these sys­
tems are derived from the materialistic idea

of life; so, being its own end, it revolves upon 
itself seeking by individualistic egoism to 
draw all to itself for its present happiness; 
whilst the idea of Don Bosco’s life and of his 
institutions, that idea which they have sought 
to instil into the rising generations, is the Chris­
tian idea, in which life issues from God full of 
•strength, to return to Him abounding in merit, 
to have its reward not in time but in eternity 
to which it looks in the future.

One word to the C o-operators.

Therefore, you who are Cooperators must 
not be satisfied with only supplying the Sale­
sian Work with material means for its existence 
and for the carrying out of its great in­
dividual and Social programme; but you must 
also be its defenders, and carry out the same 
programme because you belong to the Insti­
tute and form a branch of the tree so spiritually 
fruitful.

Remember, however, that in your life you 
will not effectually carry out the second part 
of the great programme inscribed on the banner 
Don Bosco displays before you, unless you 
exert yourselves to realize in 3rour own life the 
first part of the same programme. Even if you 
did little for the second part and devoted your­
selves seriously to the first, your example would 
have a wonderful efficacy. Thus Don Bosco, 
as I said in the beginning, taking as his model 
the Divine Master, began by doing first and 
teaching afterwards. Thus may it be with you, 
and I shall be happy to number you not only 
amongst the Salesian Co-operators, but also 
amongst the Co-operators in my own Mission 
in this illustrious city and diocese.

In the subsequent issue which is to do duty for September, and October, there will be 
begun a new Life of the Venerable Servant of God Don Bosco. It is based upon the au­
thentic life written by one of the earliest members of Our Society, who was in the most 
intimate relation with Don Bosco throughout nearly the whole period of his Apostolate.

By inserting a fairly large instalment in each issue, it is hoped to bring before the 
Reader without undue delay the portions dealing with the later years of his life and work, 
which are not so well known to the public, and which contain matters of special interest.
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The A rehbishop of Buenos Hyres 

and the Centenary Feast.
various functions in honour of Our Lady  Help of 
Christians, the Patroness of Don Bosco’s work.

In June shall be convened the customary 
Assembly of the Past Pupils' Association.

As practically the whole of Europe is 
drawn into the conflict, the Centenary 
could only be celebrated in those 

countries which lie right away from the war

T h e hill-sid e on the road to M uriald o, w here John attended the cattle at pasture.

zone; and this applies part icularly to the flour­
ishing Schools and Institutes in the Repub­
lics of the South American continent.

The Argentine, the first American State to 
which Don Bosco sent his missionaries, is leading 
the way in regard to the celebrations for the 
centenary of the Feast of Our Lady Help of 
Christians and the birth of our Venerable 
Founder. In April 1914, the National Council 
of the Past Pupils Association drew up the 
following proposed outline of the festivities.

The commemorations shall be inaugurated 
in the month of May and shall terminate with 
the pilgrimage to Lujan in October.

The month of May 1915 shall be kept with

In July and August meetings shall be held in 
connection with the various societies and clubs 
which are under the organisation of the Salesians; 
a new Festive Oratory shall be established, and 
the great Academy given by the Present Pupils.

In September shall be held the combined 
gymnastic and drill display by all the pupils, 
and the public procession and demonstration.

On October 7th, 8th and 9th shall be held 
the Congress of the Past-Pupils, followed by 
the pilgrimage to Lujan on the 10th.

In connection with these proposed festivities 
several Bishops addressed pastoral letters to
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their dioceses, urging the faithful to take part 
in the public celebrations. His Grace, the 
Archbishop of Buenos Ayres sent the following 
to his Archdiocese:

To the Dean and Metropolitan Chapter, to 
the Clergy, Secular and Regular, to the Faithful 
of our Archdiocese, Peace and Blessing in Jesus 
Christ: Venerable Brethren and Beloved Chil­
dren:

After having paid our homage at the sanctuary 
of Lujan, to commemorate the coronation of 
Our Lady of Mercy at Savona by His Holiness 
Pius V II, another memorable date is fast ap­
proaching, viz the Centenary of the Feast of 
Our Lady Help of Christians. This was insti­
tuted by the same Pontiff in 18 15 , to celebrate 
his return to the Apostolic See, after his impris­
onment under the Napoleonic domination.

The feast of Our Lady Help of 
Christians.

In 154 1, St. Pius V had added the invocation 
A uxiliumi Christianorum, ora pro nobis to the 
Litany , after the great Christian victory; so 
this other Pius confirmed it by establishing the 
Feast, which recalls to our minds all the victo­
ries obtained by the Queen of Heaven on behalf 
of the Church and the Christian people.

The Oremus composed for the Mass, lays be­
fore the Help of Christians the public and pri­
vate needs, and asks for constancy and forti­
tude against the enemies of the Faith and of 
our souls; while the hymn Saepe dum Christi 
records the victories and triumphs of her power 
and begs her continual protection.

The Christian world has never been in greater 
need of the assistance of Our Lady than in the 
actual circumstances, when so many nations 
are involved in an almost universal conflagra­
tion. The countries which only yesterday 
were objects of envy for their wonderful pro­
gress and the advance of their civilisation, 
are now engaged in a titanic struggle; their 
sons are falling by thousands on the field of 
battle, and there is no authority or moral force 
which can mediate for a cessation of such 
calamities.

The sight of so many victims of the war, of 
the lines of young men in the best years of their 
life marching away to battle, and exposed to 
cruel suffering and death cannot but force us 
to imitate the prophet and intercede with God, 
and to beg the intercession of her, who for the

very reason of her intervention in times of 
distress is called the Help of Christians.

Doubtless the Christian nations have at times 
been untrue to their name, and their example... 
has brought upon them a heavy responsibility 
before heaven and earth. But we must be 
the more persuaded that all classes must com­
bine to counteract the evil tendencies of modern 
life, and that without this reaction, particu­
larly in safeguarding the faith and morals of 
the young, there will be no true reconciliation 
with God, nor lasting peace among men.

The work of Don Bosco.

Our Lady Help of Christians herself, in this 
year of the Centenary of her Feast, offers us 
a simple yet successful method of action and 
co-operation in the work of social well-being. 
The mother of Our Redeemer and of men, true 
to her name and her work in olden times, desires 
to put before us the means required to coun­
teract the evils and dangers which are the out­
come of the efforts of the enemies of religion. 
For this purpose she made use of her great ser­
vant and client, whom she made the Apostle 
and Father of the young, the Ven. Don Bosco, 
of whose birth, by a happy co-incidence, we are 
also about to celebrate the centenary in the 
August of this year. In his vast and multi­
form work there is the solution of many of the 
social problems which agitate the world today.

The Salesian Society.

His wrork began by a Festive Oratory — 
which afterwards developed into the Oratory 
of St. Francis of Sales, with its immense schools, 
and the far-famed Basilica of Our Lady Help 
of Christians.

Our venerated predecessor besought Don 
Bosco to send his Sons to this Our Republic 
and in 1876 the Salesians came to the mission 
of Mater M isericordiae, and St. Nicholas; later 
on they were entrusted with the parishes of St. 
John the Baptist at Boca (1878), of St. Charles 
at Almagro (1878) this latter becoming the 
Central House of the Order in the Argentine, 
and a rival to its mother-house in Turin.

We are glad to remember that it fell to our 
lot to establish the first Salesian Missionaries 
in Patagonia, where, by their intrepid zeal and 
conspicuous ability, they reaped an immense
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harvest of souls, and laid the foundations of a 
flourishing Christian civilisation.

Our Capital and the Provincial centres have 
been witnesses of the continual progress of 
that work, as it rapidly multiplied before our 
eyes, Its Festive Oratories gather together 
and instruct immense numbers of our boys, pre­
serving them at the same time from innumerable 
dangers; the schools of Arts and Trades, or 
Technical Schools, have provided large num­
bers of skilled and trusty workers for the rising

self-sacrifice; a spirit which makes them so 
powerful in all those works which deal with the 
training of young girls, and in rendering assis­
tance in all corporal or Spiritual infirmities; 
it is the spirit which commends them to all 
hearts to the bad as well as to the good, to 
Christians and infidels alike.

Consoling results.

In our own Province, these two Institutes

The farm=yard where John Bosco held his first gatherings of boys, he himself being about ten years of age.

industries; while the agricultural schools and 
vine-production centres are a great asset for the 
general welfare; the Colleges and Schools form 
a world of their own, where every branch of 
education is in a flourishing condition of con­
stant progress.

The Nuns of Mary Help of Christians.

But the work of Don Bosco is not confined to 
the Salesians. He understood the important 
part played by the woman in this materialistic 
age, and founded the Daughters of Our Lady 
Help of Christians, an order whose distinctive 
mark is the spirit of charity, selfdenial and

educate in their seventy-five Houses some 
25,000 boys and girls; and this is all carried on 
in the method of enterprising charity, at once 
active and patient, which the Founder initia­
ted for his followers. The consoling results 
of this work in various quarters of the Capital, 
the numerous ecclesiastical vocations obtained, 
the clubs and social work among the Past-Pu- 
pils of both sexes, which extend into all classes 
of society, plainly demonstrate that the work 
of Don Bosco is providential in its mission, and 
a new manifestation of the power and goodness 
of the Help of Christians in the salvation of the 
world.
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The Co-operators.

The Ven. Don Bosco incorporated another and 
very vital element into his work, and one which 
corresponded admirably with the demands of 
the time. He formed the Union or Association 
of Salesian Co-operators, not only for the sup­
port of his Institute but also to promote among 
the well-to-do the exercise of charity, and that 
spirit of benevolent activity which was his 
own characteristic. These Co-operators are 
the Tertiaries of the Order, in keeping with the 
idea of the Ancient Religious Orders, but 
with the proviso that their object is a religious 
and social endeavour by means of action and 
almsgiving, and as such approved and indul- 
genced by the Sovereign Pontiffs. Every 
House and branch of the Work of Don Bosco 
should have its nucleus of Co-operators and 
by this means, either directly or indirectly, 
every branch of society is brought into con­
nection with others, and with a centre from 
which Christian life flows. Action and co-ope- 
ration should be inseparable in this Associa­
tion, and it is in fact only by this means that 
there has been such rapid and vast develop­
ment in so many lands.

Every one should therefore be enrolled under 
this banner which has the standard of Our Lady 
Help of Christians waving over it, and is com­
manded by her servant Don Bosco. This 
would be the fulfilment of his prophetic words, 
that a day would come when the name Sale­
sian Co-operator would be synonymous with 
good Christian. It  must not be thought there­
fore that Don Bosco established the Third 
Order only, or especially for the rich, for his 
words and writings appeal to all catholics 
alike.

visibly intervene by the wonderful cures and 
favours, which at once made her devotion 
famous. It was through this intervention 
that Don Bosco obtained as it were the sanction 
of heaven for his mission, and in it he had un­
doubtedly an infallible argument for the con­
viction of the hesitating and sceptic; and it 
was through it, that such large numbers of Ca­
tholics joined his Association, since it opened to 
them a means for obtaining both spiritual and 
temporal favours.

Would that the “ Madonna of Don Bosco,”  
as she was soon popularly called, may renew 
these prodigies in our midst today, so that all 
classes may combine in the promotion of good 
works particularly among the young, and that 
the spirit of Don Bosco’s early Co-operators, 
with their remarkable zeal and generosity 
may be re-awakened in our own time. This can 
only be accomplished by the intercession and 
co-operation of the faithful; by which means 
the spiritual and temporal necessities of our 
country will be remedied and bright hopes 
awakened for the days in store.

The Celebrations.

To obtain these favours we invite all the 
devout clients of Our Lady Help of Christians 
to assist at the solemn functions which will 
take place at the Sanctuary of Almagro, par­
ticularly during the eight days of the mission 
and the procession at its close. We hope to 
pontificate on that day, and to intone the Te 
Deurn in thanksgiving for past benefits, and to 
obtain the special blessing of God during the 
present times of distress.

We direct this letter to be read in all the Chur­
ches and chapels of our Archidiocese, on the 
first Sunday after it is received.

M a r ia n o  A n t o n io .

Archbishop of  Buenos Ayres.

One of the earliest items of the above-men­
tioned festivities was the opening of the new 
Collegio Maria Ausiliatrice, as an act of hom­
age and commemoration, in a suburb of the 
capital of the Argentine.

The intervention of Our Lady Help 
of Christians.

Don Bosco’s own spirit of charity was indeed 
wonderful, and he disseminated it by his con­
ferences in the large towns of Italy, France 
and Spain. But in order to move such large 
numbers to follow his generosity it was ne­
cessary that Our Lady Help of Christians should
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The Very Rev. Don Albera’s Message
t o  t h e  C o - o p e r a t o r s .

Although it has been impossible to issue Bul­
letins to the various countries at war, the late 
participation oj Italy in the conflict has so jar  
made it possible jor the chief  edition to be pub­
lished. In  his annual letter our Superior Ge­
neral explains these reasons to the Co-operators, 
and points out the disastrous results to all such 
works as those in which he is engaged, i j  assis­
tance should ja il, or should complete isolation 
render communication precarious. Naturally 
enough whole sections oi the Co-operators in the 
various European countries are altogether unable 
to continue their former assistance, and Don 
Albera takes rejuge in the protection oj our Ven. 
Founder, in the well-tried generosity oj the Help 
of Christians, and in the Christian hope that all 
should try to foster even amid calamity.

The year 19 14  was not a propitious one jor  
new undertakings, yet a certain number were 
inaugurated, principally because they had been 
promised long before. Far reaching effects are 
expected jrom those in the missionary lands such 
as that at Comodoro in Patagonia, and at In- 
danza among the Jivaros Indians in the state 
oj Ecuador, at Heung-Shan in China, where the 
missionaries seem to have met with wonderful 
results, and where a vast apostolate is opening. 
Moreover in spite oj our already immense mis­
sionary labours, we have acceded to the express 
desire oj the Holy See, in accepting the Pre­
fecture Apostolic oj Rio Negro in Brazil, a 
most laborious and difficult field, which has al­
ready worn out the robust health oj other zealous 
missionaries. Immense graces and heroic sa­
crifices will be necessary to accomplish the objects 
oj this mission.

The revered name oj Pius X  will always be 
associated with these missionary enterprises, which 
seemed to appeal directly to his heart, as the Vicar 
of Christ and the Supreme Shepherd of souls. 
The vast districts oj Matto Grosso in central Brazil 
particularly attracted his care, and he always ex­
pressed admiration jor the great work accomplished 
by our confreres, accomplishments which have 
indeed only to be known to arouse admiration, 
and which have cost super-human efforts and

great ability. For this reason, doubtless, he 
chose jrom among them the auxiliary Bishop to 
His Grace the Archbishop oj Cuyaba, and also 
the first Bishop of the newly erected Prelatura, 
which embraces the whole mission oj Matto 
Grosso. This latter choice je ll upon a missio­
nary whose name has been conspicuous in our 
columns jor many years, Mgr. Antonio Malan, 
ivho is the recognised apostle oj those regions.

This record oj the interest displayed in our 
missionary labours by Pius X  recalls the encour­
agement shown by the present supreme Pontijj 
at the audience given to our Superior General. 
Don Albera was particularly impressed by the 
kindness of tfie Holy Father, who treated with him 
of the many works in hand, and the means to se­
cure even greater results than hitherto. Since 
then His Holiness has raised another oj our con- 
jreres to the Episcopate, and made him Aposlolic 
Administrator oj the Archiepiscopal See oj 
Santiago in Cuba.

Other sources oj consolation during the past 
year were the many pilgrimages to the Sanctuary 
oj Our Lady Help oj Christians at Turin, some, 
coming jrom even so far as Colom bia and Mexico 
accompanied in each case by the Bishops oj the 
Diocese. These were a joreshadowing oj what 
would have occurred on the occasion oj the double 
centenary, had the times been normal. These 
considerations lead our Superior General to point 
out, that during this year all should strive to in­
crease their devotion to Our Lady Help oj Chri­
stians, and to take part in the local commemora­
tions oj the Centenary, which will jorm a public 
act oj homage to the Queen oj Heaven, such as oj 
old drew down signal benefits on the Christian 
people.

Moreover, how could the centenary oj Don 
Bosco’s birth be more fittingly kept than by en­
deavouring to realise the ideals jor which his name 
and work stands? We rejer again to the autho­
ritative words oj Pius X , who from an intimate 
experience oj the needs of the times, and a first- 
hand knowledge oj parochial administration, saiv 
deep down into the radical changes that would 
result jrom an adoption oj Don Bosco’s methods.



22 SA LESIA N  BU LLETIN

<lI  most Jervently hope,”  he wrote to Don Rua, 
“ that this Association oj Salesian Co-operators 
will spread its organisation every day, so that 
it may exert its injluence in every village and 
town, and that through the zeal oj the Bishops the 
spirit oj the Founder oj the Salesians may live and 
jlourish, and the num bers oj his followers conti­
nually increase.”  It is particularly at this time 
that these words oj His Holiness should be remem­
bered, jo r the appropriateness o j the occasion has 
a great deal to do with the achievement oj a pur­
pose, and the memory oj Don Bosco and his apo- 
stolate will make a special appeal when the com­
memorations are being held.

Don Albera goes on to point out the means 
Jor securing this desirable end. They are means 
which have been f ormerly pointed out in the 
Bulletin, but which in countries such as ours are 
particularly difficult to realise. H e says:

1 st Each one in his own sphere should strive to 
copy the spirit and methods oj Don Bosco. 
Parents, Jor example, should devote particular at­
tention to the Christian education of their children, 
adopting the diligence and constant activity 
which prevents evil, as Don Bosco did in the 
case oj his adopted children. A master should not 
only have in view the instruction of his pupils, 
but their training in good Christian ways, so that 
a complete character may be f ormed in  them. A 
priest has vast opportunities oj zealous endeavour 
among the sections oj his f lock, and it is this act­
ivity in good, that is one of  the principal marks of 
Don Bosco’s work and spirit.

2nd. To this individual effort should be added 
some f orm of co-operation in good works, which 
will assist the clergy oj the parish in their heavy 
tasks, and those suggested are assistance at the 
Sunday catechism Jor the young, the spread oj 
good, Catholic literature, the promotion oj asso­
ciations, clubs, conf raternities etc. It was this 
assistance that Don Bosco said would chiefly re­
pay the Bishops and clergy jor the promotion oj 
the work oj the Co-operators.

3rd. While some Co-operators are able to 
give some jorm oj active work and personal ser­
vice, others are prevented f rom so doing by many 
circumstances.

There is another means lef t Jor them. It in­
cludes those towhom God has given large possessions 
to administrate jor Him, and those who are in a

position to promote the establishment oj a Festive 
Oratory or Church or similar good work. This is 
particularly in accordance with the spirit oj Don 
Bosco, and no better means could be undertaken 
to mark the double centenary of  this year.

In  conclusion Don Albera recommends all 
the Co-operators to redouble their prayers and 
supplications, both jo r  the welf are oj our own 
association, and jor the great public necessities of 
these times. At the time oj writing his annual let­
ter, the participation of  Italy in the war was not 
yet certain, or lie would have dwelt on jurther 
means of active charity. Since the opening oj its 
campaign, he has promoted various works oj as­
sistance, and promised that, as in other times oj 
national necessity, the doors oj our Institutes shall 
be opened to the young who are in need, and that 
every thought be given to the soldiers, who may 
be able to take advantage oj our many schools, 
both for their spiritual exercises and material as­
sistance.

BOOK NOTICES.

The Catholic Truth Society of Ireland has 
published the following among their series of 
penny books.

1. Benedict X V . and the unrest pervading 
human society. R. I. Kelly, K . C.

2. Belgium (illustrated), by R. L. P.
3. Property: Its distribution, by M. Christie 

B. A.
4. The three companions of Christ etc. by 

the Rev. G. O’Neill S. T.
5. Confessions of Louis Veuillot, by John 

Hannon.
6. Popular and Patriotic poetry, Part IX . 

Compiled by. R. J .  Kelly. K. C.
7. Tales of the Night Shelter.
8. The Emerald Library of short stories, by 

E . F. Kelly, Numbers 12  and 13.
24 Upper O’Connell St. Dublin.



F L O W E R S  A ND F R U I T S .
(From the record ol our Missionaries).

V II.

T h e  R n g e ls  o f T Ie r ra  del P u ego .

The Lord gave them to us, the Lord hath 
taken them away: Sit nomen Domini benedic­
tum!... God gave to this Mission of Cande­
laria three charming little boys and one little 
girl, the best and most intelligent one can ima­
gine, true Angels in the flesh, and whilst we 
regarded them with the brightest hopes the 
cruel scythe of death cut them down almost 
unexpectedly, one after the other.

Gifted with unusual intelligence, of gentle 
disposition, they were loved and esteemed 
by all who knew them. They quickly learnt 
the language of the country and the Cate­
chism, so that they were allowed to make their 
First Communion at an early age.

It was most consoling to witness the devotion 
and recollection with which they approached 
the Holy Table almost daily! Innocence was 
depicted on their countenances and each of the 
four made a most holy death!

The first to take his flight to heaven was 
called Gulio Ciaciar, son of Matthias, an Ona In­
dian, and about ten years of age. The day be­
fore he died, I heard his Confession and gave 
him Extreme Unction, and promised to take 
him Holy Communion the following day; but to 
my astonishment early in the morning I saw 
him in the Church in his mother’s arms; for 
being Sunday, he wished also to hear Holy 
Mass!

During the whole time of Mass the mother had 
him sitting on her knee, because the poor child 
was almost in his agony; and the mother and son 
received Communion most devoutly to the edi­

fication of all present. Returning home Gulio 
grew worse and worse, until about four o’clock 
in the afternoon when, conscious to the last, 
he went to Heaven, on the Feast of the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary August 24th 19 13 , during 
the Church service.

The first to follow him was named Antonino 
Speranza, son of Jose, an Alacaluffo Indian. 
He also was ten years of age.

As his illness lasted about a month, his mother 
carried him several times to the Church, recei­
ving Holy Communion with her son, a touching 
spectacle to all present. But Antonino, seeing 
death approaching rapidly, wished always to 
have the Priest by his side to give him his 
blessing and pray with him, and himself prayed 
devoutly and unweariedly up to his death. 
He expired peacefully, without any agony, like 
a lamp when the oil fails. All the Saints 
wished him to join them to keep their Feast 
on November 1st 19 13.

Sofia Lamen went to join her contemporaries 
in heaven on the beautiful feast of the Presen­
tation of the Blessed Virgin, the 21st of No­
vember in the same year. Nature had shown 
herself a harsh stepmother to this child in her 
outward appearance, but grace had given abun­
dant compensation in heavenly gifts. Of dark 
complexion, with thick and prominent lips, 
thick frizzled hair growing over her forehead 
almost to her eyes, at first sight one would 
have thought her scarcely human; certainly 
she bore on resemblance to the Ona race or 
to that of the Alacaluffo, but rather to the 
African.

But the greater was her exterior ugliness, 
the more beautiful was her character which 
made her a veritable jewel. In intelligence, in 
goodness of heart, and in piety she surpassed all 
her companions. When some one despised her 
or expressed surprise at her ugliness (and this 
happened several times) instead of being angry 
or taking it to heart, she smiled and seemed to 
rejoice in being despised. She was about
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thirteen year’s old and communicated every 
day with such devotion and recollection as to 
excite the wonder of those who beheld her. 
Each time she was able to obtain from the 
Priest the blessing of Mary Help of Christians 
she seemed transported with joy, and took every 
opportunity of asking for it. She was also a 
perfect model of obedience and never refused 
any work ordered, however lowly and humilia­
ting it might be.

So virtuous a child was not to be spared, and 
Our Lady wished to have her in Paradise on 
her own Feast of the Presentation in the Temple, 
soon after she had received with great devotion 
all the consolations of religion, without agony 
of any kind. Her memory is still in benediction. 
It  may be mentioned, with all due reserve, that 
her mistresses, companions and friends believe 
in her power with God and relate wonderful 
incidents ascribed to her intercession.

The last of those souls who took his flight 
to heaven that year was a fine little boy, about 
twelve years old, the son of Onas Indians. If 
those mentioned above were good, he was the 
best; if the others were innocent and pious, he 
was most innocent and most pious. He had 
natural talent, simple manners, a pleasant dis­
position, an energic will and a loving heart. 
When told to do anything, his obedience was 
perfect. No one ever saw him sad, and thus 
he was dear to all! How well he served Mass 
and the other Church functions, in the costume 
of a little cleric! One might have taken him 
for another S. Aloysius.

The Lord hastened to gather, from the desert 
of this world, this beautiful flower also, before 
the heat of passion could wither it, and so the 
angels transplanted it into the garden of Para­
dise on December 10th , 19 13 , the second day 
in the Octave of the Immaculate Conception 
and the Feast of the Translation of the Holy 
House of Loreto, after receiving fervently the 
Holy Viaticum and Extreme Unction, assisted 
to the end by the Priest and several Brothers.

He also had no agony. A few hours before he 
expired, probably realizing the nearness of death 
he prayed continually and begged earnestly 
the others to pray, saying to those around him:

— “ Let us pray, let us pray!”
He kept the Crucifix clasped in his hand, and 

frequently put it to his lips, until, saying the 
ejaculation: “ Jesus, Joseph and Mary, may I 
breathe forth my soul to you in peace!”  he

gave up his beautiful soul to his Creator. He 
made a holy death, as his short life had been a 
holy one. His death was one to be envied!

Thus die the children of the desert, the sons 
of the savages of Tierra del Fueg! . And 
these four are not the only ones who lived and 
died in so holy a manner; one may reckon 
already a hundred of them!...

Doubtless it is sad to see so many little chil­
dren leaving us for another life, when it is 
such a comfort to see them, and fix our hopes 
on them; but on the other hand it is a motive 
for rejoicing to know that they are happy with 
God blessed for all eternity. I recall the words 
of the wise Pontiff Leo X II I , of happy memory 
when I told him that the Fueigans died early:

— “ That does not matter.”  he replied. “ So 
long as they save their souls!”

If God thus ordains let us be resigned to 
His Holy Will and carry on our Mission all the 
same; these beloved souls, now rejoicing around 
the Throne of God will intercede for us.

Allow me to point out their example to the 
children of Europe and of all civilized countries 
and say to them: — “ Imitate them! Laudato 
pueri Dominum, laudate nomen Domini!"

Mission of Candelaria, Rio Grande,
(Tierra del Fuego)

M a g g io r in o  B o rg  a t e  l l o .

Salesian M issiomry.

IND ULG ENCES
which may be gained by Hie Co-operators.

The Association of Salesian Co-operators is 
endowed with many spiritual privileges, and 
plenary indulgences have been granted on 
many days throughout the year.

Approaching dates are:
1 Sept. 8th. The Nativity of our Blessed 

Lady.
2. Sept. 14th. The exaltation of the Cross.
3. Sept. 15th. The Seven Dolours of Our 

Lady.
4. Sept. 29th. St. Michael the Archangel.

5. Oct. 7th. The feast of the Holy Rosary.
These indulgences can be gained by the Sa­

lesian Co-operators by fulfilling the usual con­
ditions.



Salesian Notes and Mews.

It  is just over a year since 
we addressed our Readers, for with the out­
break of the war in Ju ly  1914, there was a ces­
sation of the issue of the Bulletin in the coun­
tries actually engaged, namely Belgium, Eng­
land, France, Germany and Austria. The 
Polish edition naturally ceased as well, for the 
Catholic Poles, many of whom have joined the 
Association of Co-operators, were soon in the 
midst of devastation and ruin. In most of these 
countries the reason for cessation is evident, for 
matters of life and death absorbes every energy 
and every resource; but in regard to all, the 
inevitable delays of international postal sendee, 
and the very obvious doubt as to the Bulletin 
arriving at its destination (since in some instan­
ces that destination has ceased to exist) deci­
ded the Superiors of the Congregation to with­
hold publication.

These reasons apply in a somewhat lesser 
degree to English-speaking countries, so that 
as a means of partial commemoration of 
Don Bosco’s centenary, a temporary re-ap- 
pearance of our issue is made for the month of 
August.

In regard to our local news, the Schools have 
not been greatly interfered with by the war; in 
fact the normal course has been almost entirely 
maintained. The numbers stand at about the 
same, whereas previously there has almost in­
variably been an increase from year to year; 
but this growth will doubtless re-assert itself, 
when the conditions of peace time are once more 
established. The Oxford Local examinations 
and those held by the College of Preceptors, 
have been conducted at the School during the 
past month, and it is expected that their re­
sults will prove even better than former suc­
cessful years. A full list of successful candi­
dates, and all matters relating to these affairs, 
are given in the School magazine which is issued 
twice yearly, and deals with all such items of 
scholastic interest.

But although the present pupils and the 
staff have not felt the ruder shocks of war, the 
call to arms had an immediate and sweeping

effect upon the past-pupils, who joined the 
newly formed armies in great numbers, for 
practically the whole of the Association of the 
Past, as far as can be reckoned, have put aside 
their avocations and their visions of business 
enterprise, to play their part in the war, where 
their youthful vigour is assisting in the achieve­
ments of the great issues at stake. A few 
names are already among those who have given 
their lives, and others are among the list of 
wounded.

At Farnboro, too, there has been another 
year of successful work, continuing the pro­
gress which has marked its rapid advance. 
The two chief events in the scholastic life of the 
House were the great gathering for the prize - 
giving in December last, and the recent cele­
bration of the Rector’s feast. At the former 
event, His Lordship the Bishop of Portsmouth 
presided, and in his speech at the end, after 
congratulating the boys on their successful 
year, he again attested his admiration for the 
Salesian work, and his attachment to the Farn­
boro School, where several of his candidates for 
the priesthood are pursuing the preliminary 
courses.

Referring to the religious education His 
Lordship said. "A ll Catholics know that Re­
ligion is the First principle of education; it is 
the first plank that we lay as a basis and foun­
dation for an education, from an elementary 
school up to a university. I hope therefore 
that you will all remain loyal to your Faith, 
that Faith which is today the admiration of the 
whole world, and which is ever opposed to the 
doctrine that might alone is right, a doctrine 
which would make every one a slave, and which 
stands condemned by practically all nations 
of the world...

The second event referred to occurred to­
wards the end of the scholastic year when the 
Rector's feast was kept on June 21st, the feast 
of St. Aloysius. The main item consisted of a 
most enjoyable outing to Farnham Park. At 
these festivities the always popular Khaki was 
well represented by several of the past students 
and other officers, friends of the School.

SCHOLASTIC NEWS.
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o u r  sc h o o ls  In an interview with a re- 
an d  t h e  w a r . presentative of the Italia, 

the Very Rev. Don Albera gave a brief review 
o f the position of our Houses in the war area. 
He pointed out that those in Austria felt the 
stress of the times very severely, but had 
managed to remain open with the exception 
of those at Przemysl, Lubiana, Leopoli, and 
Cracow all of which had been transformed 
into Hospitals.

Those in Belgium had naturally been exposed 
to the greatest danger from the severe character 
of the fighting, and the scarcity prevailing.

rest and correspondence, and if necessary, some 
instruction in useful subjects.

In view of the centenaries that should have 
been kept this year, but are to be celebrated 
after the war, many papers and reviews in all 
parts of the world have already published 
articles dealing with the events and their signi­
ficance. Although it is a hundred years since 
the birth of Don Bosco, it must be remembered 
that his work did not begin till 1841, and that 
it was not until the sixties and seventies of the 
last century, that the advancement then made 
began to widen out into the development that

One of the  gro ups  on the  new m onum en t  to Don Bosco.
It r e p re s en ts  H um anity ,  being b rough t  to recognise  its  indeb tedness  to the  c ross  and to re ligion,

Almost all the boys had gone to their parents 
or relations, and the army had made great de­
mands upon the staffs. At Liege a part of the 
School was occupied by the German ofiicers, 
but the remainder was used by the boys left 
behind and the remaining staff.

The paper in question also dealt with Don 
Albera’s visit to Spain and the flourishing con­
dition of the Schools there. The state of war 
had not yet developed sufficiently in Italy to 
foresee any great change in the working of the 
many Houses in that country; but as noted 
elsewdiere, some of them have already given 
facilities for the soldiers' accommodation in 
their free time, for the purpose of recreation,

attracted so much notice. It is that grow?th 
that is still in progress, though it is more than 
likely that our Superior General will have a 
very short list of new foundations in his next 
annual letter. That will however be 110 cri­
terion; institutes as well as states may pass 
through a life-and-death crisis in such abnor­
mal times as these, but inherent vitality may 
be relied upon to re-assert itself in due course.

EARTHQUAKE LOSSES,
Although now some months 
ago, and a matter of past 

history, we had 110 opportunity of chronicling
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the serious loss sustained by our confreres and 
the Nuns of Mary Help of Christians by the 
eartquake in Southern Ita ly  in January last. 
When the catastrophe occurred one of the Sa­
lesian priests, in charge of the parish, was at the 
altar, and was precipitated together with all 
that part of the church into the space below. 
B y  some unaccountable protection he was pre­
served unhurt. His assistant-priest was bur­
ied in the debris of the House which was par- 
tia ly  destroyed, but when rescued he, too, was 
found to have escaped injury.

Not far off the Nuns of Mary Help of Chris­
tians had a Festive Oratory and Schools for 
girls, and their buildings were reduced to a heap 
of ruins, under which the Nuns were found 
dead. This sad loss was a cause of great grief 
to their relatives and to their Congregation, 
but hardly less to the people of the district who 
were much attached to the Nuns, and grateful 
for the good work they had accomplished among 
the children.

The destruction of the buildings of our con­
freres and of the Nuns, means a set-back in the 
good which had begun to flourish in these dis­
tricts, for it is only in recent years, and through 
the zeal of the late Holy Father, that these 
southern portions of the peninsula have been 
enabled to provide schools and accommodation 
for the Festive Otatory. The relief committee 
however, which is always established after 
these catastrophes, will probably take the steps 
necessary to secure the upkeep of a work, 
whose assistance will be more than ever needed 
in the midst of this destruction.

Over a thousand children were brought to 
Rome and placed in the various Institutes of 
the city, including our Schools of Castro Pre- 
torio and Testaccio, and the Houses of the Nuns; 
these combined efforts providing accommoda­
tion for two hundred and ninety five children.

The commemorations which 
usually accompany the Feast of St. Francis 
of Sales were inspired this year by association 
with the approaching Centenary. In the Sanc­
tuary of Our Lady Help of Christians the dis­
course was given by His Lordship the A uxi­
liary to the Cardinal Archbishop of Turin. He 
dealt with the features in Don Bosco’s life, 
which seem to make him a faithful copy of the 
Patron whom he took for the name of his So­
ciety; and showed how the untiring zeal of St. 
Francis of Sales inspired the well-known acti­
v ity  of Don Bosco in so many fields of religious 
enterprise.

An event of great importance was the ce­

lebration of the Feast at Bologna where His 
Grace the Archbishop gave the Conference which 
is reproduced at length elsewhere in this issue. 
His Grace united all the elements of the pro­
gramme of the Co-operators, and the signifi­
cance of the Centenary, to give a great impetus 
to the various forms of charity and religious 
activity which the Co-operators have under­
taken under the banner of Don Bosco.

All the other large centres of Salesian work 
had their conferences, and some had taken

M gr.  Anthony M alan .  The new S a les ian  Bishop .

advantage of that occasion to inaugurate new 
schemes, which were to be the lasting records 
of the centenary year. On the other hand 
many have found it wiser to follow the example 
of the celebrations at Turin, and postpone 
their undertakings to more propitious times.

We have had no opportu­
nity of recording the two most recent promo­
tions of members of the Society to the Episco­
pate. The earlier of the two was that of Fr. 
Antony Malan. now His Lordship Mgr. Malan,

THE CONFERENCES.

EPISCOPAL HONOURS.
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to whom has been entrusted a vast territory 
taken from the Archdiocese of Cuyaba and the 
diocese of Corum bi in South America. For this 
immense Missionary undertaking the new 
Bishop is eminently fitted, for he has been in 
that field of labour since January 1889.

It  is remarkable that Mgr. Malan is now 
completing the great task undertaken by the 
lamented Mgr. L asagna' in 1895. This last- 
mentioned confrere of ours, and great missio­
nary organiser, was killed in a railway collision 
in this district, and the design thus thwarted 
was taken up by three other priests, one of 
whom was Fr. Malan. The region of Matto 
Grosso which was the object of their adventures, 
and which is now confided to the new Bishop has 
an area about fifteen times that of England 
and Wales. For the exploration of this country 
fourteen expeditions had been sent out by the 
Government and by traders previous to 1906. 
None of them met with any success; most were 
signal failures.

There is a tradition that the early Jesuit 
Fathers, the civilisers of Paraguay, came some 
distance down the Araguaya river. The new 
Bishop with another missionary explored the 
course of this river. Their voyage of explora­
tion through the forests east of Cuyaba lasted 
four months, covering a distance of a hundred 
and fifty six miles, accomplished partly on 
horseback, partly by canoe. This missionary 
journey resulted in the choice of a site, which 
became utim ately the centre of the Colony of 
the Sacred Heart, and a hundred and forty In­
dians arrived there in June 1903. These In­
dians, the Bororos, inhabit the central portions 
of the forests and were always greatly feared 
by explorers.

To these tribes the Salesian Missionaries de­
voted their labours. The results were not only 
consoling, but surprising, for five colonies have 
now been established, and their organisation 
and results are the admiration of subsequent 
travellers.

Fr. Malan had been to Europe several times 
to collect funds, and procure machinery and 
the implements for cultivation and home in­
dustries; but nowadays the chief mission is fully 
equipped, and its assets include an astronomical 
and meteorological observatory, dynamos, ma­
chinery etc.; instrumental music is taught with

great success; tlie printing press has enabled 
the priests to bring out dictionaries of the na­
tive dialects, and the books, both for instruction 
and for religious purposes, are an immense gain 
in the path of education and civilisation.

In October 1913 Mgr. Malan gave a lecture in 
Paris on the Bororos and the work of their 
Christian civilisation, and the results described 
are an eloquent proof of the wise policy which 
has secured such progress. In his more autho­
ritative position we may expect still further 
advances towards the complete conversion and 
civilisation of the native tribes.

More recently there has been announced the 
choice by the Holy See of Fr. Felix Guerra, 
who has been raised to the Episcopate and is 
to administer the Archiepiscopal See of San­
tiago in Cuba. A t the time of his election he 
was Secretary to His Grace Archbishop Ca- 
gliero, of our Society, who is the papal repre­
sentative to the Republics of Central America. 
The new bishop is forty-seven years of age and 
was a pupil at our College at Banzo, and at the 
Oratory at Turin. He has been Director in sev­
eral important Houses in South America, is a 
fluent speaker and a writer of repute. His emi­
nent success in many important undertakings 
induced Mgr. Cagliero to ask for-him to be his 
Secretary when he himself was appointed 
Nuncio; and in that position he has even im­
proved his former high reputation. Our con­
freres in America have thus seen three of their 
number promoted to the Episcopate in the 
space of a year; we unite our congratulations 
with theirs, and wish the new Prelates a con­
tinuation of their previous fruitful apostolate.

In the April Number of the 
Italian edition of the B u l­

letin, reference was made to the many inqui­
ries sent to our Superior General concerning the 
supposed prophecy by Don Bosco in regard to 
the present war. The reply given was that no 
such prophecy by the Ven. Don Bosco is known to 
the Society; the interpretations given by some 
to a letter written by him to Pius IX , are quite 
imaginary and devoid of any foundation.

P E R M /S S U  S  U P E R I  OR UM. —  Gere nt,  G IU S E P P E  GAMBINO —  Turin , 1915.
A. I. S. for the diffusion o f the ‘Good Press’ —  Corso Regina M argherita, 176.

THE PROPHECY 

RUMOUR.



W e  have the pleasure of announcing to our esteemed 
Clients the publication of a new

R o m a n  M i s s a l
containing the modifications prescribed by the S , R, C, F an 23rd 1912,

Edition de luxe printed in red and black with line~border 
on hand-made paper, in clear-faced roman type.

Superior Royal quarto (1 4 x 10).

This edition of the Missal is the first on sale with a ll the modifications and recent 

Prescripts.
The paper, made by the celebrated house of Fabriano, renders the missal all that can 

be desired. Many pages are most artistically displayed from the works of the most celebrated 
artists of the Renaissance, Fra. Angelico, Mantegna Perugino, Gaudenzio Ferrari.

The frontispiece is artistically printed in colours with a magnificent border
We have studied with the greatest care the beautiful palaeographic publications of Mon- 

tecassino which faithfully reproduce the rich scroll-work of that abbey and in which may be 
seen the first forms of the latin initials which we have adopted.

We have endeavoured to bring out this edition in accordance with the decrees of the 
Apostolic See, and we have added the recent canonized Saints.

It has been our intention to offer a Missal, which is everything that can be desired 
from an artistic and economic point of view.

We therefore express the hope that our labours and the great expense incurred will be 
rewarded by the Clergy who are always the first to encourage the progress of sacred art.

Price of Missal unbound £ 1-5-0.
We have the Missal in various bindings, but it is inadvisable to send them abroad on 

account of the heavy tax on bound books.
The various .Salesian schools of arts and trades can supply bindings at a very cheap rate.
Price of each copy sent to the British Isles plus carriage £ 1-2-3.
Do to the U. S. A. £ 1-5-0.
We do not print the Propers for each Diocese.
(Samples of paper and printing sent on application).

Letters and Postal Orders fo be addressed to
Libreria Editrice Internazionale S .A.I.D. “ Buona Stampa”

C o r s o  R e g i n a  M a r g h e r i t a ,  1 7 6  = T O R I N O .



"D I D A S K A L E I O N  ”

Philological studies of ancient Christian litterature
UNDER T H E DIRECTION

of Prof. PAUL UBALDI of the Royal University of Turin

The scope o f the Review  is :

1 ° to promote the study o f  ancient Christian 
thought in its various forms and its connections 
with schools of  thought which preceded and fol­
lowed it.

2° to give help to the great amount o f  analytical 
work which necessarily precedes a sound critical 
work.

3° to provide students with a powerful in­
strument to work with in that sphere o f  philology 
which, until now, has received but little attention, 
such instrument being furnished by an extensive 
knowledge of ancient bibliography.

T h e  Review , which has already received the 
collaboration of learned men of  every nation, will 
be published in magazine form of 150  pages 8vo.

The yearly subscription for Italy and its Colonics 
is 10/-and for other countries 11/8.

S e p a r a t e  n u m b e r s  3 /4 .


