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. IMPORTANT!

EXTRACTS FROM THE DIPLOMA OF THE ASSOCIATION OF
SALESIAN CO-OPERATORS.

CONSTITUTION AN# GOVERNMENT
of the Association.

1. — AIll who have reached 16 years of age may
become Co-operators if they so desire, and
seriously intend to act according to the spirit
of the Association.

2. — The Association is humbly commended to the
protection and benevolence of the Sovereign
Pontiff, and of all Bishops and Priests in their
respective dioceses and parishes, on whom
it shall depend without reserve in everything
relating to our hoIX religion.

3. — The Superior General of the Salesian Congre-
gation shall also be the Superior of the
Association of Co-operators.

4. — The Directors of the several Houses of the
Salesian Congregation are authorized to
enrol new Members, whose names and
addresses they shall immediately forward
to the Superior General, so that they may
be regularly enrolled in the Register of the
Association.

5. — In districts wherein there is no Salesian
House, when the number of the Co-operators
amounts to at least ten, one of them should
be selected as President—preferably an
ecclesiastic—who will assume the title of
Decurion, and take upon himself the cor-
respondence with the Superior, or with the
Director of anv of the Salesian Houses.

6. — AIll Members may freely communicate with
the Superior , and lay before him any
matter whatever they may deem worthy of

consideration. N

7. — At least every three months, the Associate
will receive a printed Report of the works
that have been accomplished ; the proposals
that have come to hand, bearing on the
purposes of the Association ; and finally,
the new enterprises to be undertaken for
the glory of God and the good of our fellow-
creatures. In the Annual Report this latter
point will be treated more diffusely, so that
Members may have a clear general idea of
the Works to be accomplished in the ensuing
year.

The names of the Associates who have
passed to eternity during the year, shall
also be forwarded to the Members of the

Association, in order that they may be
remembered in the prayers of all their
brethren.

[The “Salesian Bulletin” has long since taken the
place of the printed Report spoken of above.—E d.

8. — Every year, on the Feasts of St. Francis of
Sales and of Our Lady Help of Christians
(January, 29, and May, 24) the Decurions
should organize assemb ies of all the mem-
bers in their respective districts, so that
the whole Association may unite in spirit
and prayer with their brethren of the
Salesian Congregation, invoking for one an-
other the continued protection of these our
Glorious Patrons, and the grace of persever-
ance and zeal in the arduous undertaking
that our charity and the love of God have
imposed upon us in conformity with the
spirit of our Congregation.

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES.

1. — There is no exterior practice prescribed
for the Salesian Co-operators. In order,
however, that their life may in some points
approach to the life of Professed Religious,
we recommend to them the following; that
is to say, modesty in their apparel ; frugality
in their meals ) simplicity in their furniture ;
reserve in their speech ; and exactness in
the duties of their state : they should also
be careful to have the repose and sanctifica-
tion prescribed an all Feasts of Obligation
exactly observed by those over whom their
authority extends.

2. — They are advised to make a Spiritual Retreat
of some days in the course of every year ;
and, on the last day of every month , or
on such other as may suit their convenience
better, to make the exercise of a holy Death,
going to Confession and Communion, as
though it were really to be their last. For
the annual Retreat, and also on the day
upon which they make the Exercise for
a Holy Death, they can gain a Plenary
Indulgence.

All the Associates should say one “Pater,”
and one “Ave,” daily, in honour of
St. Francis of Sales for the intentions of
the Sovereign Pontiff. Priests, and those
who recite the Canonical Hours, are dis-
pensed from this Prayer. For them, it will
suffice to add their intention to the recita-
tion of the Office.

They are recommended, furthermore, fre-
quently to approach to the Sacraments of
Penance and of the Holy Eucharist ; the
Associates being able, every time they do
this, to gain a Plenary Indulgence.

All these Indulgences, both Plenary and
Partial, can be applied, by way of Suffrage,
to the souls in Purgatory, with the ex-
ception of that for the hour of death, which
is exclusively personal, and can be gained
only when the soul is about to enter into
eternity.



JIHANApoof) jo mnara o; gjjBa no aoBad

puB ‘gfiiq Nno por) o} agq Ajgin),,

6 ubs sjafiuy aqi uag\1 IgBiu >Jog

vem jo Ajbsjdaiuub aqgi uo saopBjauag pue sjoyeaado-oo .nadi -ig
snsaf iubjuj aqgi 01 dn jajjo jjim aiBo uaqj o; paisnjjua suBgdjo armn
aqgi pue suBisajBS aq; jeqi aalfBjd aqj ‘sacsiM juapjB aqgi ‘asaqj,

*aqojB aqi jo jajjenb

AJ3A3 raojj suos siqg puB ‘Bn™j uoq jo sdq agi oj asu A]snoauByaods
‘UOSB3S ./ijog sig* ni ‘jeqj sagsm. jBipjoo puB aiaauis aq; axe asaqj, -

jnjaaBad pue jgfiug jo uoissaoons fiuoj b sjopBjauag -ino oj jtiBJ}tE

jnoiABS auiAiQ juo Aera ‘auq uj

qgjiM. igfiuBJj auo aq jb3ii fiuiraoo aqj Ae/\[

‘Aof jo iunoj fiutuiaaj b
isaéuoais aqj sua”™BAVB,, qoigm ‘Aepqiug
aqj jo Bjojny aqj AbIAL

ijIB oj ssaupBjfi puB auigsuns
jssauiddBq pus aoBad
JOJ 3g ,,‘suoijoajjB gajjjBaq jsoui pire
s.jnoiABg iubjuj
isjoNejado-OQ JBap puB SJapBa”™

puiij juo oj jBajt Avajj AddBg b puB SBUiis?jg3 Ajjaj/\[

HHO0 SYIlILSIHHO X110

TUT AL Yfiani

PBOJB noissixnsn'Biii.
B%i i

} paioystifog; 'S6§1 'S i

‘00soaiiA— ,'omsaifg oisomcL sai h

IMCT IR

(*1lix 0a™i)

il u H il]iH

snoifjanasS Ai9u b 9j~d9id
enift pu¢ ‘Ajippijtn pire uoi®
-dnjjoo jo 89xeus 9q} inojj i[|no*I
pn'B XonAjni jo 9nos9i 91$. ni
B~ 9{” puB 89i¢i9U9 moZE 9jqnop9}j

(X1 Sflij)
<9MJIA O
g~rd 9T UI i ~[ip'B9”S pun
90ia nioxj: /g o~ ni9t[*'qo'B9” £era
SB 83p)oq gons spueq Ji9i[* ni
90B|d iuoi”Bonp9 n'Bi”eijgQ Ji9qi
oM pu9”™ ¢xsnox”9z i g™noll pn”
Gou'Bjni pn9inaioo j ojeo iho”l ox

(C IAX HXYM)
QuI

g"9Ai909i 9inRU An ni pxigo 9/ij
qons 9HO 9AI1909j [i'Rgs i9A9080q ~

aansmiu
‘88 ‘OM
i HILENE L [ HMILiTHiH;
(=alLYg aa sionyhij *9
en™in o” es9n

-poof) oniATQ s:y:iS ~n9n90X9
pn~i A-B9JA 94~ JO 9HO 81 89I1UN
-69JO-AIOXX9J jno JO 9A0X J9pu9~. y

(SACIQ *g *gpis JO
SUiA”S 9T ni pof) I[*m 9~ 19d0-00
og. SI ~89UIAip 9I[* UIAIP 85JIOM. JO

CSl Al "AHOMX 1)
«JSni®onisni 0 pu~ Saitj[ogx9 ot
<Suip'B9J o”un pn9”i3 POnioo i

('8 puv f ‘khoj* vs ni)

*i[*nj~ 99~ o~ 8J0O ~Mi9do-00 9q
Aviu 9al ~i3g™ smudiid pur) Udx
-ilwaq dp g og. 9J0j9J9t[™ ~qSno 9 M
eeeAnj” ni 3g~ia u9jpxigo Am
j'B9g o~ u”ng!| toC J9™ 9iS on 9A'eij j



DEATH OF MGR. LOUIS LASAGNA

and

five Salesian Missionaries.

N the evening of Nov. 7th, whilst the Salesian Family
was still rejoicing over the glorious departure of an
extraordinary expedition of Missionaries, so numerous
and so consoling,—sorrowful news came to plunge it into
the most profound grief. By a single act of His adorable
will, Almighty God, Who is pleased to temper with
mourning all the joys of this world, permitted a heavy
blow, full of bitterness and of serious consequences to souls, to fall
on our Pious Society.

Our venerated Father Don Eua received the following telegram
from Eio Janeiro, the exact conciseness of which left no room for
doubt :—

Mgr. Lasagna, Secretary and four Sisters Killed through raihvay
accident.— Zanchetta.

This is the signature of the Director of our House at Nictlieroy
(Brazil).

Some days after, another telegram, sent this time from Villa
Colon (Uruguay), aggravated the sad news. Besides Mgr. Lasagna’s
Secretary , another Priest met his death in the disaster in question ;
this makes the total of seven Salesian souls, whom Our Lord has
willed to call to Himself at the same moment and in a manner so
astounding.

Two Portuguese papers, one dated the 10th, and the other the
11th of November, confirmed too well the sorrowful news, and
indicated a little more accurately the place of the disaster. The
uPrimeiro deJaneiro,” of Oporto, publishes the following telegram:—
“We have just received news that a sad railway accident has taken
place in the State of Minas Geraes (Brazil) ; some railway carriages
were destroyed in a collision, killing a large number of passengers,
amongst whom was Mgr. Lasagna. Many were injured * particulaFs
are still wanting.” The other paper, 0 Paiz of Lisbon, under
the title:—"“Bailway Accident—Death of a Bishop”, relates the news
thus:—*“Tidings have been received from Minas Geraes by the New
York Herald of a railway collision which occurred on the 7th inst.
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in that Brazilian state. It was a serious accident, but the number
of the killed is not known, only that amongst them is Bishop
Lasagna.”

After twenty days spent in anxious expectation, in which God
alone knows how we suffered, the Portuguese papers arrived to give
us the following harrowing details:—

“ The disaster”, says the correspondent of the Primeiro de Janeiro
(Nov. 21st), * was caused by the collision of two trains between
Mariana and Procopio on the Ouro Preto line. The following were
crushed to death p—Mgr. Louis Lasagna, Titular Bishop of Tripoli
and Superior of the Salesian Missions in Brazil, Fr. Bernardine
Villaamil, his secretary, Mother Teresa Rinaldi, Superior-General of
the Sisters of Mary Help of Christians in Brazil, Sister Petronilla
Edvige Braga and Sister Julia Sarmento, both Brazilians, and a
stoker. Two other Sisters of the same Congregation are seriously
injured, four lightly, and many other persons.”

The Palavra, also of Oporto, on the following day, Nov. 22nd,
says: “The disaster occurred on the Central Eailway of Brazil. The
through train from Minas collided with a luggage train between the
stations of Procomio and Juiz de Fora, resulting in the wrecking of
a carriage, and the deaths of the Bishop of Tripoli, his Secretary,
four Sisters, amongst whom was the Superioress, another from the
Santa Casa della Misericordia in Ouro Preto and a stoker; there
were eight persons in all, who were taken from the scene of the
accident and buried at Juiz de Fora. Many were wounded, amongst
whom were two Priests, three Sisters, two engine drivers, a guard
and others. The engine drivers reversed the engine just in time to
prevent a more serious disaster. The accident happened on the
7th inst. and the line was cleared for traffic by the following day.
— The victims were going to open the College of Ponta Nova and
the Home di Cachoeira do Campo, taking with them also two Sisters
to the Misericordia of Ouro Preto. They were travelling is a special
carriage near the engine, which was completely wrecked. The im-
pression produced by this calamity is profound.”

Notwithstanding the apparent discrepancies in these accounts, it
remains certain that death has, in a single instant, snatched away
six, or it may be, seven persons whom we loved as brothers, and
who united to us in mind and heart, laboured with us in the vast
field of the Salesian Congregation! They have been snatched away
in the prime of their lives, and whilst they were preparing them-
selves for new works undertaken for the glory of God and the good
of souls! They have been snatched away from us in so terrible a
manner, too.

Indescribable was the anxiety which we felt in our hearts.
Scarcely could we imagine and with difficulty comprehend the
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misfortune wliich our dear confréres in America have experienced.
To lose in a single moment six ardent Apostles ! and amongst these
were the zealous Superioress of the vast Brazilian Province, Sister
Teresa Rinaldi, one of the foremost and most courageous Daughters
of Mary Help of Christians who have gone to America; to lose,
also, Mgr. Louis Lasagna, the second Salesian Bishop, who has filled
us with wonder by his arduous and extensive projects.

At the age of but forty-five years, of robust constitution,
adorned with well-tried virtue, of untiring zeal, of eminent piety
and of no ordinary culture in philosophy, theology, science and
literature, our beloved Mgr. Lasagna was rich in all that forms
Apostles powerful in word and work. On this account, therefore,
in the vast and important Missions which the Sovereign Pontiff
Leo XIII. had entrusted to his care, the most joyful and the most
holy hopes were assuredly smiling on the young and intrepid Bishop.
Our faith finds consolation in the thought that the magnanimous
sacrifice of so many supernatural hopes was his last thought. For
us who knew that soul so full of God, this inspiration arising from
our faith is a certainty. It helps us to stand immovable on Calvary
where our Crucified God deigns to call us. It is a certainty which
even enables us to say generously and from the bottom of our hearts
the Fiat of resignation, whilst we adore the inscrutable decrees of
Divine Providence.

Although His hand weighs heavily on our Congregation in this
hard trial, it does not follow that the God of overflowing goodness
has ceased to wish it well ; therefore on our knees and in the fulness
of our hearts we say:—“May Thy Will be done. The Lord has
given, and the Lord has taken away ; blessed be the name of the
Lord!” —Fiat voluntas tua. Dominus dedit, Dominus abstulit: Sit nomen
Domini benedictum !

Faithful imitators of Don Bosco’s active life, Mgr. Lasagna and
his companions fell, in the breach, victims to their ardent zeal for
the salvation of souls. God, who infinitely rich in mercy, and who
never fails to weigh in the scales of Eternity the apostolic labours
of these courageous saviours of souls, willed, as we hope, to hasten
for them the hour of reward, by giving them in the midst of Heavenly
splendours the recompense of their works and their desires. From
Heaven, then, they will protect our Pious Society and their Missions.
Their prayers and merits will assuredly decide the Master of the
harvest to send into the Salesian field many other evangelical
labourers, animated with the true spirit of Don Bosco and well
endowed with the virtue which makes Apostles.

In the meantime our venerated Father Don Rua, in a special
letter, has taken the proper measures so that the dear Salesians
who were victims in this disaster, may enjoy as soon as possible



469

abundant suffrages. For this reason in every Salesian House there
has been or there will be sung a Requiem Mass, and all our Co-
operators will be invited to take partin it. All the members of our
Pious Society, as also our boys, have offered to God special prayers
and Holy Communion in suffrage for the souls of these our dear
departed ones.

And now, need we use many words to obtain from our kind
readers their prayers for the souls of our dear confréres? We do
not think it necessary ; this sorrowful account already speaks for
itself to every noble heart to unite itself to the afflicted Salesians
by means of fervent prayers and generous sacrifices in order to
implore the God of all mercies to grant eternal rest to our dear
confréres.

In many places whilst the funeral rites were being celebrated
for these victims of apostolic zeal, offerings were made in favour of
the Missions entrusted to their care.

A sublime thought was this, which we praise highly, and desire
to be carried out amongst all our readers, as a thing which will
certainly redound to the great solace and consolation of the souls
of these our departed Missionaries.

MONSIGNOR LOUIS LASAGNA.

Mgr. Lasagna was born March 3rd, 1850, in Montemagno, a vil-
lage of Monferrato. Don Bosco visited this place with some of his
pupils in 1863, and met him there when a boy twelve years old.
Foreseeing his brilliant future, Don Bosco took him with him to
the Oratory at Turin, and here the young Louis distinguished
himself by his intelligence, study and piety. In 1872 he graduated
as professor of literature in the University, and in the following
year was ordained priest. Gifted with a lively disposition, endowed
with no common mind, Fr. Louis Lasagna was placed by Don Bosco at
the head of the Matriculation classes in the College of Alassio,
where he gained in a marvellous manner the affection and esteem
of his pupils and the confidence of his Superiors.

This, however, was not the work which Providence wished to
entrust to him, and Don Bosco, seeing his zeal and his ability to
preach, chose him as Superior of the first Missionaries that he sent
to Uruguay.

In fact, in 1876, he set out with the faith of an apostle, and
after experiencing a terrible storm, landed at Monte Yideo, in the
neighbourhood of which at Villa Colon, he soon founded the first
Catholic College. This institution was not long in producing
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prodigious fruit, since from its walls issued doctors with degrees,
lawyers and scientists, the most brilliant intellects of Uruguay.

In the meantime he took part in founding the Catholic paper
JEI bien publico in which he was an indefatigable collaborator for
many years, combating in its columns positivist and materialistic
theories so widely spread in schools and in books. His articles
were much praised by the Catholic press in those parts, and collected
with care by his admirers, were compiled and published at their
expense in a single volume.

At Monte Video he gave rules to the Catholic Associations, about
fifteen of which were soon in a most flourishing condition, comprising
a workmen’s Guild which contains numerous associates. He gave
life also to the Society of the Festive Oratories , whose rules the
Bishop of Monte Yideo approved, and in a pastoral letter on the
subject recommended it to the Priests and faithful of that Republic.
He also promoted, wherever he could, the Conferences of St. Vincent
de Paul.

Animated with a lively confidence in Divine Providence, he
founded the Orphanage for boys in Las Piedras and the Houses of
the Sisters of Mary Help of Christians for the education of girlsin
Villa Colon and Las Piedras. Afterwards he founded various free
schools for both sexes, in different parts of that Republic and
especially in Paysandu. In this place he also accepted the direction
of that extensive Parish, at a time when it might have cost him his
life and that of the priests whom he established there.

Not content with this, from time to time he despatched Mission-
aries to the open country to catechise the Gauchos, the native
wanderers of these vast deserts, and to the various Italian colonies
existing there, in order to give them an opportunity of fulfilling
their religious duties.

In 1881 he commenced the foundation of Meteorological Observa-
tories. The principal of these has a very important monthly public-
ation, and has its seat in the Collegio Pio. This Institution takes
its title from the great Pontiff Pius IX. to whom Fr. Lasagna, in
his audience with the Holy Father before starting for the Missions,
promised that the first house founded by him, should be called after
his name. And the Observatory referred to, was placed in connection
with the celebrated but lamented Fr. Denza. The study of the
phenomena and the different climates of that hemisphere is much
appreciated and carried on by scientists.

The inauguration of that Observatory was presided over by
Mgr. Mario Mocenni, now Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church
when he was received as Internuncio in Brazil, and was on his
way to that city. Fr. Louis Lasagna bound by long friendship to
Mgr. Mocenni desired him to preside over the inauguration, the
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minutes of which signed by his hand are still preserved by the
illustrious Prelate.

In that same year, 1881, Don Bosco of happy memory, seeing
the great success of Pr. Lasagna’s labour in Uruguay, and his
unwearied zeal, entrusted to him the Brazilian Mission. He travelled
through the principal cities and provinces in the east, penetrated
as far as the Amazon, and began to found establishments at Mctlieroy
near Rio Janeiro, at St. Paul and at Lorena.

After asking for Sisters of Mary Help of Christians from Europe,
he began also to open in that vast Republic, Homes and Festive
Oratories for girls.

To his energy and activity were due, besides the foundations
referred to namely at Villa Colon, Las Piedras and Paysandii in
Uruguay, St. Paul, Nichteroy and Lorena in Brazil, those of Monte
Video, Canelones and Mercedes in the first Republic, and those, too,
at Guarantigueta, Pindamonhangaba, Pernambuco, Araras and Cu-
yaba in the second. In all these places an inmense number of
boys and girls are brought up in a Christian manner.

Seconding the desire of our venerated Founder in that vast
Inspectorate dependent on him he established two petits Séminaires,
in order to educate for the ecclesiastical state those boys who
showed a special vocation for it. The object in view was that he
might be able to supply with a sufficient personnel those same
foundations and also the Missions to the savages. His attempts were
not in vain : the Salesian Houses there already contain several
Priests, natives of those countries. A similar work, due to his
influence, was realised by the Sisters of Mary Help of Christians,
in order to furnish their Houses of education and Missions with
personnel. And it was precisely from these Institutions that Father
Villaamil and Sisters Braga and Sarmento came, who with their
Master fell victims in this disaster.

Persuaded as he was that the Priest in order to be able to do
good everywhere, has need of great knowledge joined to deep and
sound doctrine, as soon as he could he sent to Rome, some of his
young clerics to pursue their philosophical and theological studies
there. At this very time some are now following the Philosophical
Course at the Gregorian University so wisely restored to vigour by
the reigning Pontiff Leo XIII.

W hilst carrying into effect these noble works, he was planning
and beginning special Missions for the conversion and civilisation of
the savage tribes of Paraguay, Matto Grosso and the State of St. Paul.

His influence in these countries was extended in a special manner
to the Italian emigrants who reach the number of two millions and
a half. In fact by his Missionary visits he won for himself the
good-will of all the Italians, who looked upon him as a father.



Besides the classical languages Greek and Latin , and Lis own
mother-tongue, he had a thorough mastery of Portuguese, Spanish
French and English. For his knowledge and prudence he was held
in the highest esteem by those in authority, from whom he obtained
favours and unlooked for powers in various circumstances.

In the December of 1886? when Fr. Lasagna returned to America
for the last time but one with a numerous band of Missionaries, Don
Bosco caused a little box to be sent to him, saying:—“This is for
Fr. Lasagna.” He took it without seeing what it contained, and
preserved it as a souvenir of his beloved Father. Later on, as soon
as he heard the sorrowful news of Don Bosco's death, whilst looking
over the memoirs of his lamented and venerated Superior, he opened
the box. He fouud it contained a gold chain with a note from a noble
Salesian Co-operator on one side of which was written:—For a grace
received through the intercession of Mary Help of Christians, and on the
other:—For the second Salesian Bishop, That chain was to be his own.

He came to Italy, at the end of the year 1892, in order to
obtain more help and the blessing of the Holy Father on his great
and daring plans. Ilis Holiness Leo XIIIl. then raised him to the
episcopal dignity. His consecration took place on March 12th, 1893,
in the Salesian Church of the Sacred Heart, at Rome, at the hands
of His Eminence Cardinal Parocchi, our Protector. There were
present pilgrims from Uruguay, Paraguay and Brazil.

Within a month, on the 3rd of April following, he set out again
for America, taking with him thirty Salesian Missionaries.

The Providence of God had decreed that we should see him no
more !

It is impossible for us to give here more than a bare enumeration
of the works completed by the zeal of our dear Mgr. Lasagna in
these last two y”ars, but we hope to give our Co-operators a more
detailed account, already commenced, from his personal cor-
respondence.

Here we will only say that he succeeded in introducing the
Salesian Missions among the native Coroados of Matto Grosso in
Brazil, against whom a war of extermination had been decreed.
Other similar important undertakings were being prepared for the
savages in Paraguay!

Death snatched him from this earth in the fervour of his Apostolate,
and in the still flourishing age of forty-five years. Let us adore
the decrees of Almighty God!

May he complete in Heaven, by his prayers, all that his enter-
prising zeal would have done on earth!

Vi V
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With this issue of the Bulretin we
present our dear Eeaders and Go operators
with the closing number of our first volume.
At the same time, we gratefully thank them
for their co-operation and kindness, and
sincerely hope that they will encourage us
by their support for the future.

During the month of May, the Sisters of
Mary Help of Christians stretched their
wings even to Mendoza which is about
thirty hours distant by railway from Buenos
Ayres. The new Superioress, Sister Enri-
chetta Darmello, tells us how lovingly
Divine Providence is manifesting itself to
this Institution which takes its name from
Our Blessed Mother. They began at once
to open a Festive Oratory for girls, to which
on the second Sunday about fifty came.
May God bless their labours and render them
fruitful.

Adjoining the Salesian College of San-
tiago (Chili), “the Patronage of St. Joseph,7/
but quite separated from it, the Salesians
opened a new Festive Oratory in May last,
under the title of Bon Bosco. About three
hundred boys attend, the best of whom
already belong to the Confraternity of St.
Aloysius. They have also classes in in-
strumental music. Our confréres expect to
present to Mgr. Fagnano at his next In-
spectorial visit, about five hundred regular
attendants.

O ur confréres who arrived at Pernambuco
in December last, solemnly inaugurated their
College in that city on the 10th of Feb. The
following is taken from the account forwarded
from the place:

u The Sacred Heart of Jesus continues to
show a special protection towards this House
dedicated to It. We find an evident proof
of this in the sympathy manifested towards
us by all, in the promises of aid that have
been made to us, and in the rapid construction
of a beautiful and devotional chapel. For
this we must also thank our good Co-oper-
ators, the V. Rev. Canon Curio and his brother
Dr. Curio, the chief Military Doctor. This
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last named obtained from the Governor of
the State the Altar, the beautiful Via Crucis,
and a large number of vestments and
ornaments for the Church and sacristy.
Even the soldiers took part in the work in
order to complete it as soon as possible, so
that on February 10th last, our Diocesan
Bishop was able to bless the chapel and
celebrate Holy Mass therein. There were
present our principal benefactors, some
Prelates who were in the city, the re-
presentatives of many Religious Orders, and
a large number of soldiers. At the Gospel
the Rector spoke in touching terms of
Don Bosco and his work. It remains to be
added that many illustrious personages visit-
ed the Salesians during the day, amongst
whom we must mention the illustrious
Governor of the State himself.

The following has been taken from a
Peruvian paper:—The pupils of the School
of Crafts and Trades at Lima, educated under
the care of the Salesians, gave on July 30th
last, a beautiful literary and dramatic enter-
tainment in honour of the Apostolic Delegate
Mgr. Macchi, who has done so much to
restore peace in that much harassed Re-
public. Proceedings were opened by a sacred
song dedicated to this illustrious represent-
ative of His Holiness. A comic sketch
followed next, and with good effect. All
those who took part in it, as also in the
recitations which followed, sustained the
parts admirably and were much applauded.
A large gathering was present. The whole
was brought to a close by a short but
eloquent discourse by the Delegate. We

present our best congratulations to the sons
of Don Bosco in that part.

A short time ago, a school for girls,
dedicated to Mary Help of Christians was
opened at Araras. The building is a gift
of Sefior Bardo, to whom the city of A-
raras is already indebted for other similar
acts of munificence. After the blessing of
the school, High Mass was celebrated and
a conference given by Father Alexander
Fia to a large gathering of ladies and
gentlemen. The management of the school
is confided to the care of the Daughters of
Mary Help of Christians. Our best thanks
are due to Sefior Bardo for his generous
donation, and to the Rev. Father Antony de
Alkmim who has always been so kind to the
Salesians.
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NOTES FROM OUR MISStONERS.
BRAZII,.

LETTER OF MONSIGNOR LASAGNA.
FIRST VISIT TO MATTO GROSSO.

(Continued).
INDIAN HUNTERS - MEETING OF AN OLD FRIEND.

The captain of the Mercedes is an old
Genoese, called Stephen Nocetti, an excel-
lent man. He has navigated this river for
the last forty years. Before commanding
this steamer he was captain of many small
sailing vessels and steamers, and used to
run on the Paraguay up tio Corumbd and
even Cuyabda, a journey of more than a
hundred days.

It was a real pleasure to listen to his
adventures and anecdotes. He knows every
inch of the river and the neigbouring lands,
for when he was out on a sailing vessel and
the wind happened to be unfavourable, he
would shoulder his gun and go hunting in
the forests. He assures us that geese,
pheasants, partridges, jstags, chamois, boars
and scores of other kinds of game are to
be found.

Many times he found what he did not
look for or want, in the shape of savages,
armed with poisoned arrows, tigers, crocodiles
and serpents of every description. He told
us things on those subjects that made our
hair stand on end. At the present moment
colonists have settled down here and there
on the left bank of the river. The lands
on the left bank are uninhabitable up to
Petcomayo owing to the continual inunda-
tions which they are subject to.

The preceding governments ofthe Argen-
tine Republic have always shown themselves
pitiless towards the Indians, and have by
military expeditions exterminated them to
such an extent that in thé immense region
called Argentine Chaco there are no traces
of them to be found any more. What re-
mained of them were driven across the
frontiers of the Republic of Paraguay where
they now abound. We could not but feel
sad at the thought that those banks had
been once inhabited by numberless tribes,
which are perhaps doomed to destruction
if the Missionary does not hasten to save
what is left of them, wandering through
the boundless forest of the tropics,
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We must admit, to our shame that our
so much praised civilisation is really im-
placable towards those poor creatures. Just
one fact to give you an idea of how things
went on down here once upon a time.

I arrived here atthe same time as a Swiss,
who took part in the Muller exploring
expedition of the Chaco, and who is known
under the shameful name of Indian hunter.
His praises were on every tongue because
he never missed his aim and had shot down
without remorse in the Chaco some hundreds
of poor natives. To us this sounds horrible,
but here it causes no surprise, as the people
are quite used to it. But | must proceed
with my narrative. As we go along,
occasions will offer themselves plentifully
to tell an anecdote.

On the 15th of May we stopped for a few
hours atDiamante to take four hundred sacks
of flour on board. Diamante is a growing
village which, in a short time, will doubtless
become an important town, owing to the
fact that several colonies of Europeans have
settled in the neighbourhood. The soil
produces a certain kind of wheat very much
appreciated in all the markets, and is
considered as the best of Meridional America.

Thinking we should enter the port of Pa-
rana, that same evening | wished to announce
my arrival to the venerable Bishop of the
District and wired to that effect. As | was
going ashore to despatch my telegram and
pay a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, | was
met by our excellent friend Father Joseph
Gonzales who, eighteen years ago when we
took charge of the Parish of Las Piedras,
acted there as curate. He welcomed us
warmly and did not leave us till our
departure. He is alone in charge of that
population of more than 20,000 inhabitants,
dispersed over an immense area. He in-
sisted upon my visiting the Pagella family.
Signor Pagella is from Genoa and came here
when quite young and poor, but through a
brisk trade in flour, he is now at the head
of an immense capital. We also visited a
municipal building, erected for a naval
school, but which had been abandoned when
nearly finished.

It is a pity to see that magnificent building,
nearly finished and whose new wails are
already crumbling away, owing to the state
of abandonment in which they are left......
Some persons would like to offer it to the Sa-
lesians. For the presenti think that out ofthe
guestion because we have no personnel to
manage it with,
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IN THE DIOCESE OF PARANA-ITS RUINS —
REMAINS OF ANCIENT GLORIES

Having returned on board, we resumed
our journey, but we liad the misfortune of
arriving at an advanced hour in the night
at the port of Parand. The Yicar General
had waited a long while on the quay.
Night having set in, he had retired, charging
some one with a letter for us in which he
wished us, in the name of the Bishop a
most hearty welcome , and authorised me
to exercise my ministry if I chose to land
anywhere in his diocese. It is the most
extensive of the Eepublic, and the Bishop,
notwithstanding all his zeal, could not visit
it all unless God gave him the wings of an
angel. Without counting the immense ter-
ritories of Eosario and Santa Fé where the
population is very dense, it comprises the
whole region between the provinces of En-
tre-Eios and Corrientes and the territory
called the Missiones which extends between
Paraguay and Brazil. This territory is
as yet a bone of contention and to such an
extent that with the object of preventing
an inevitable war, Brazil and the Argentine
Eepublic have agreed to submit their res-
pective rights to the arbitration of the Pres-
ident of the United States, whose decision
is expected from day to day.

How often, ascending the course of the
Uruguay to go to Paysandd , my eyes
wandered sadly over these vast regions from
which only the course of the river separated
me. And how | greeted from afar the pretty
little towns of Gualeguaychd, Conception,
San José, Concordia and others, whose
territories are populated by such an immense
number ofemigrants without priests, without
guides, without comfort. Has the moment
to help them come at last?

The actual President of the Argentine
Eepublic, Louis Saenz Pefia, a man ofgreat
heartand vast experience, is an enthusiastic
admirer of Don Bosco’s works. Having
learnt from Bishop Cagliero that | was going
to undertake this long journey, he desired
to see me, and having overwhelmed me
with courtesies, he made the most urgent
instances to persuade me to introduce the
Salesians into those regions. He gave me
letters of introduction to the Governors of
those places and promised me his personal
and official assistance in order to establish
Salesian Houses there.

We journeyed still three whole days be-
fore arriving at Corrientes the capital of the
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province of the same name, and which
depends, also, as | have said already, on
the Bishop of Parana.

Scarcely had the steamer cast anchor,
when the honourable Senator Carlo Avalos,
together with a Spanish priest, Father
Arachevaleta, came to meet us. They con-
ducted me courteously to the President of the
Province, Sefior Verasoro, to whom | gave
a letter from Sefior Saenz Pefia. We spoke
for a longti me on the needs of the Province
and the works of Don Bosco, but | thought
it prudent for the moment not to enter upon
any engagement. The religious services in
town and out of it are carried on with zeal
by two monasteries of excellent Franciscan
Fathers, to whom | paid a visit. One of
these monasteries has Italian Fathers and
depends on the Propaganda at Eome. You
can imagine the consolation we experienced
at being together at this enormous distance
from our common fatherland. It was a real
treat for them and a great satisfaction for
us. | should also have experienced a great
pleasure in seeing our dear Adamo who
accompanied us in 1876, at the time of our
first expedition to Uruguay and who now
lives in that monastery where he is spending
in peace the last years of his life. But
whilst we were there he was absent, and
I had to hurry away on board.

After three hours we left on our right the
Paranda which runs in between the Argen-
tine and Paraguay and bends back in an
Easterly direction to be lost in the forests
of Brazil and reach its source there at a
little distance from the Atlantic Ocean.
Above the town of Corrientes the navigation
is difficult for two days and then becomes
a sheer impossibility, because of the frequent
and majestic waterfalls and horrible prec-
ipices. It isjust there that the banks begin
to be populated by numerous tribes of sav-
ages. It is there too the Jesuit Fathers in
days of yore accomplished those prodigies
of zeal and praticai wisdom which were, are
and ever will be the admiration of the world.
At the entrance of the forests the ruins of
theircelebrated colleges, their gilded churches
and superb towers are still to be seen.

But the heart in vain tries to revive the
echoes ofthe hymns and prayers which once
rose to Heaven from thousands of hearts of
the simple child like neophytes. In vain
the eye looks for the magnificent fields and
gardens cultivated by thousands of Indians
gained over to religion and civilisation by
the sole zeal of their Apostles. Everything
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is now ruined and lost. The Indians have
retired to the majestic and solitary forests,
and amidst the yet gold covered walls—the
shelter ofinnocence, piety, and love in times
gone by—are now to be found only tigers
and hideous serpents.

Louis, Bishop of Tripoli.
{To be continued).

PATAGONIA.

LETTER FROM THE RIGHT REV. MGR. GAGLIERD,
DIRECTED TO HIS EMINENCE THE CARDINAL PREFECT
OF PROPAGANDA IN ROME.

My Lord Cardinal,

I have the pleasure of presenting to your
Eminence a short account of the Missions
confided to the Salesian Priests and the
Sisters of Mary Help of Christians, in the
territories of the Rio Negro of Neuqueén, of
Chubut, of Santa Cruz and Tierra del
Fuego. Last year, thanks be to God, was
fruitful in evangelical works for the good
of the poor natives who are to be found in
large numbers and widely scattered over
these deserts. It was fruitful , too, in
works of progress for the well-being of the
colonies which keep on every day increasing
in number and advancing in Religion, good
morals and Christian civilisation. Our Mis-
sionaries have visited with greater and
greater frequency the banks of the Rio
Negro, the Rio Colorado, the Rio Neuquén
and the Limay. They have traversed for
hundreds of leagues the mountains, valleys
and rocky precipices of the Cordilleras, by
the pass of Bariloche and the Rio Barranca,
which traces the confines of Mendoza with
the Territory of Neuquen.

Besides this, during'a seven months’jour-
ney, two of our Missionaries visited the
tribes of the Thehuelches Jndians, situated
in Balcheta, in the valleys of the Chubut
and Maquincheu as far as Lake Naliuel-
huapi and Junin of the Andes. Others in
the meantime penetrated the more southern
parts, the valley of Santa Cruz, Rio Galle-
gos and the open plains of the Rio Chico.
These Apostolic excursions and Evangelical
labours undergone in the Residencies and
Mission Stations, have borne fruit in the
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conversion of many of the natives and the
Baptism of their children. They have show-
ered down religious consolations on the
poor inhabitants of the desert, and have
been of immense advantage to these new
peoples by means of moral and religious
instruction and Christian civilisation.

Onthe east coast of Tierradel Fuego, by dint
of no few personal and pecuniary sacrifices,
we have been at length able to open the new
Mission of Candelara, with House, Church
and schools, along the borders ofthe Rio
Grande. In this new mission about five
hundred Indians of the tribes of Onas and
Acalufes, who were previously scattered about
Ushuaia, have come. Besides instructing
them in the truths of Faith, it was necessary
tosupply them with food, clothing and lodging
in houses and wooden cabins, as is already
done in the Mission of St Raphael in Dawson
Island. | must say, too, that the Sisters of
Mary Help of Christians in these icy and
inhospitable regions, afford us their disin-
terested aid with true heroism.

In the Falkland Islands, our Missionary
Priests continue to work for the good of
these inhabitants of the Atlantic with satis-
factory results.

In Roca, the parish Church was finished
in December last, and was opened for Di-
vine Worship amidst the universal joy of
the garrison and the people who have been
long sighing aftér that sacred edifice which
is indispensable to their moral life and to
the social increase ofthe colony. The expense
was borne by the population, the Mission
and the Government. In this place our
Priests and the Sisters of Mary Help of
Christians direct the two Colleges of the
Mission, much praised by the inhabitants
and the Authorities. An Hospital, too, has
at last begun to be built, and a modest
stock of medicines has been provided for the
poor natives and the colonists. And all
know how indispensable such an establish-
ment is amongst these elevated plains
and in the midst of the desert.

In Junin de los Andes, in the Territory
of Neuquén, the new Church is just being
finished, and we have begun raising buildings
for Residencies, Schools and Hospitals.
These edifices are necessary for that numer-
ous and flourishing colony, which contains
large numbers of Indians of the tribe of
Yancuche, the greater part being already
Christians.

In Conesa near the Rio Negro, we have
begun the new House of the Mission. It
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will serve for a temporary Cliurcli and
College for the instruction and Christian
education of that growing population,

surrounded by numbers of huts belonging
to the natives.

In the Residencies of Pringles, Choele-
Choel and Chosinalal, our Missionaries and
the Sisters ofMary Help of Christians educate
hundreds of boys and girls in their Colleges.
There they train them in the principles of
Religion. Many grown-up persons, too, are
instructed in the rules of the Evangelical
morals and in the practice of Christian
virtue.

In Rawson, the capital of Chubut, our
Priests and Nuns are the scourge ofinvading
heresy and the safeguard of the Argentine
Catholics, whose children frequentthe Church
and the two Colleges of the Mission. Seeing
that the want of an Hospital in those far-off
regions was much felt, one is now being
erected by the aid of the population, the
Mission and, it is hoped, of the Government.
The country round this Mission is inhabited
by the tribes of the Thehuelches Indians,
who willingly listen to the words of the
Gospel whenever it is preached to them by
our Missionaries.

In Yiedma, the capital of Rio Negro, by
dint of perseverance, sacrifice and great
expenses borne by our Pious Society, we
have finished the large building for the
new Hospital 5 it is more commodious and
airy than the former, which was miserable
and only temporary. The new one consists
of a dispensary which is furnished with
every kind of medicine, halls for the con-
valescent, and three spacious wards for
the sick. And it is the only one in the
whole extensive valley of the Rio Negro.

From its foundation, which took place in
about the middle of 1889, to the present
time, more than five hundred patients have
entered; out of this number four hundred
and fifty have left cured in soul and body.
This Hospital is supported by the Mission-
aries and is directed by the Sisters of
Mary Help of Christians.

A grand new edifice, three storeys high,
is just now being completed: it is destined
for a College and Industrial school. In its
vast halls, schools and workshops, about
one hundred and fifty boys are already
studying, labouring and acquiring trades.
These boys are externs, those of the House,
natives and orphans who have been entrust-
ed to us and recommended by the local
Authorities.

SALESIAN BULLETIN

Generally, the pupils, who frequent our
colleges, succeed remarkably well in the
examinations which take place in the pres-
ence of the Authorities ; and the work exe-
cuted in our work-shops, whether done by
blacksmiths, carpenters, tinworkers, shoe-
makers or tailors is appreciated by people
who know how to value good work. Praises,
too, are not lacking for the pieces of music
which our instrumental band often exe-
cutes on religious solemnities and National
Feast-days”

Our practical school of Agriculture is
progressing, to the great admiration of
those who live near us. The vine with its
rich grapes, the kitchen garden with its
vegetables, and the orchard with fruit pleas-
ant to the taste, are an incontestable
argument of the progress of Agriculture
in this valley, which was, but yesterday,
so unfruitful and sterile. Its products,
too, are of no light service to the two
hundred mouths which ask for their daily
bread in this House of ours, the centre
of the Mission and the home of all those
who are poor and abandoned.

The Sisters continue to work in their vast
College and adjoining Home for the edu-
cation ofa hundred and fifty girls, comprising
externs, those in the House and little orphans.
And what they are doing at Yiedma, their
sisters are doing at Roca and Rawson in
Chubut, namely rescuing the poor little
orphans and the fallen women placed in
our Houses by the judicial authorities. It
is consoling to see how these poor unfor-
tunates make progress in religion and in-
struction, striving to learn to read and write,
and to practise the virtues proper to Chris-
tians and to their sex.

There are twelve Colleges and Festive
Oratories in the Mission. About two thou-
sand children of both sexes attend them,
to their own great advantage and the visible
progress of religion and their Christian
education.

I cannot be otherwise than pleased with
the good and zealous conduct of my sixty
Salésian priests, clerics and catechists. The
same must be said of our Nuns who labour
in this wide vineyard of our Lord.

The Confraternities of the Sacred Heart
for women, the Children of Mary for little
girls, of St Aloysius for boys and of St
Joseph for men, are flourishing.

The frequenting of the Most Holy Sac-
rament is promoted with praiseworthy zeal
by our Missionaries, in all the Houses and
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Stations of the Mission. | do not exagger-
ate when | say that there are about thirty
or forty thousand Holy Communions made
during the year in this new portion of
Christianity. Piety, therefore, and good
morals are sufficiently watched over although
there is still very much to be desired in
several families and colonies, where depraved
habits, religious indifference and attachment
to the material interests of this world still
keep the upper hand. We hope in the infinite
goodness and mercy of God, the Master of
the vineyard, Who, in proportion as He
sends Evangelical labourers to cultivate it,
wills to shower down from Heaven the
copious floods of His divine graces for their
total conversion.

In this report, I have but given your
Eminence a mere general outline, so as
not to weary you or take you from your
grave and pressing occupations. | think,
however, that it will suffice to give you a
complete idea of all that our Mission is
effecting in this remote territory for Religion
and for the advancement of this new Chris-
tian society.

I cannot, however, hide from your Emi-
nence, that without the powerful moral and
material support of our good Salesian Co-
operators, it would be impossible for us to
continue, with success and general satis-
faction, this grand work of colonising and
civilising Patagonia, which has been entrust-
ed, in great part to our zeal and Apostolic
ministry.

W hilst presenting to your Eminence my
own most respectful homage and that of
my fellow-workers in the Mission, | have
the happiness to subscribe myself

Your humble servant in Corde Jesu,
ffa Giovann; Cagliero,
Vicar Apostolic of Patagonia.
Viedma (Rio Negro), April 1, 1895.
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AT BOLOGNA.

DELIBERATIONS.

we are giving our readers
iPIWfpC an account of the deliberations taken
in the several sessions of the Salesian
Congress at Bologna, we are glad to be able
to state that the hopes and counsels of the
illustrious orators and august Prelates who

were present, thanks to the zeal of our Co-
operators, are now beginning to become a
consoling reality.

During the past few months we have
brought under your notice good work lately
begun, the object of which is the Christian
education of the rising generation. We
might mention here the opening of a Festive
Oratory at Balerna in Switzerland, and we
are also glad to note that a religious school
has been opened at Chieti, under the auspices
of that venerable Archbishop, Mons. Rocco
Cocchia, who honoured so much our first
Congress with his presence. This zealous
Pastor not only blessed the idea of a school
for higher course of religious instruction,
but also set aside for this purpose his private
Oratory and other rooms of his palace. In
the month of June last, Father Camillo Ti-
berio, Spiritual Director ofthe Archiépiscopal
Seminary, and our Decurién and Cor-
respondent, sent a printed invitation to
parents and to all those who desire the real
prosperity of their city. Its object was to
ask them to send their children to this
school, in order that they might receive a
sound scientific religious training. It is so
much the more necessary now-a-days, because
it is so much neglected, and as a consequence
its enemies have increased in number.

We heartily welcome this holy beginning
and we recommend the inhabitants of Chieti
to second the desires of their loving Pastor.
We sincerely hope that many other cities
will soon follow this noble example.

In the meantime, whilst presenting a
second portion of the deliberations taken by
the Congress, we pray that they may be
carried into effectin every town and country
where a Salesian Co-operator is to be found.

ELEMENTARY AND HIGHER SCHOOLS.

The Congress resolves:—

1.—That Religious instruction in the public
elementary schools, imparted in the manner
desired by the Church, and in accordance with
the state laws, he introduced ; promoting also
by means of petitions to the Government ancT
local Authorities, the application of those laws
which give assurance that such teaching be
adequately given.

2.—That parents should see that such Religious
instruction for the students of the elementary
and higher schools is continued, especially by
making them attend special classes in a higher
course of religious instruction.

3.—That in choosing schools and colleges, parents
should act with sound judgment and with a
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conscience fully inspired by the light of Faith
and Catholic morals.

Because:—

(a) Religious teaching is indispensably necessary
for the sound education and moral instruction
of the young.

{b) It is the duty of Catholics and especially of
parents to take care that such teaching is given
in the best manner and with regularity.

COLLEGES AND HOMES FOR BOYS.
The Congress resolves:—

1.—That Salesian Co-operators use much diligence
in selecting Colleges for their boys, and that
they display a wholesome zeal in this respect
in influencing their friends and acquaintances.

2.—That when opportunity offers, they take care
of children who are abandoned or in danger,
and that they do their best to have them placed
in some Home or Oratory, moved by the spirit
of Christian charity.

3.—That they generously support the Pious Salesian
Society in the work of Colleges and Homes,
and help it not only to maintain in a flourishing
condition the Houses that have been founded
for this end, but also to facilitate the progress
of the many new foundations, which, by the
grace of God are being everywhere multiplied.
Thus they will render themselves sharers in the
work of saving souls.

Because:—

(@) The education of the young cannot be always
given efficaciously at home, and in order to
satisfy this need Homes and Colleges have been
erected for the young belonging to the different
social classes.

(b) An educational establishment can become, by
means of its informing principles, a fruitful
source of virtue in which good Christians and
upright citizens are trained, or a hot-bed of
vice wherein faith and morals are destroyed.

THE EDUCATION OF GIRLS.

W hilst reminding parents of the all-
importantduty of attending to the Christian
education of their daughters, the Con-
gress:—

1.—Exhorts Salesian Co-operators not to entrust
the education of their daughters to those
Institutions in which religious instruction and
practices of piety do not form the basis of

* such teaching; as also to make known such
Institutions to their parents, friends and
acquaintances.

2.—Invites in a special manner lady Co-operators
to promote by every possible means Parochial
Catechism for girls, and if necessary, to offer
their aid to the Parish Priest as Catecliists; it
invites them, also, to take care that the children
dependent on them, and all those over whom
they are able to exercise any influence, be
present at it.
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3.—Recommends Co-operators to use their influence
in promoting the preferment of those teachers
who, by reason of their education, studies and
good qualities, give promise of fulfilling their
office well, both from a scholastic and from a
religious point of view.

4.—Hopes that in cities and large trade-centres,
where the need is greatest, Festive Oratories
and Sunday classes for girls may be established,
and if possible, entrusted to the care of Sisters,
and that such institutions when already establish-
ed, be supported.

5.—Hopes that Salesian Co-operators will favour
the idea of having the Sisters introduced into
large industrial establishments as surveillants
for girls, pointing out the advantages which
both masters and girls would thus derive from
a moral and material point of view.

6.—Finally, desires that the different works carried
on by the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians,
founded by the much lamented Don Bosco and
dependent on the Pious Salesian Congregation
should be made known. For they meet the
needs of the age and are practically recognised
as efficacious in promoting the religious and
moral well-being of girls of the working-classes.

Because :—

(@) On the education and religious instruction of
girls depends not only their own individual
future, but also that of the family and of
society.

(b) The manner and spirit in which instruction
is given in schools, no less than the example
of teachers themselves, have a very powerful
influence on the minds and hearts of girls.

(c) Principally in cities and trade-centres, the
morality of numbers of young girls of the
working-classes is exposed to danger ; this
takes place owing to the want of the religious
instruction proper for them, and through their
being abandoned by their parents on Feast-
days.

FAVOURS AND GRACES

OBTAINED BY INVOKING

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS-

[Owing to the great number of communications we
are continually receiving for insertion in this column,
we are obliged to limit ourselves to the publication
of a few extracts (as the expression, more or less, of
the others) and the names of all those who desire
to make public thanksgiving to their Celestial
Benefactress. All manuscripts, however, are carefully
deposited in the archives of the Sanctuary; and,
perhaps, we shall one day be able to publish them
in a separate volume in honour of our Heavenly
Queen.—Ed ]

linvoked the Blessed Virgin and
iny prayer was heard.—One of my
sisters had been suffering for more than a
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year, from a violent fever, against whicli
medical art had been of no avail. We were
advised to have recourse to Mary Help of
Christians. The sick woman hung a miracul-
ous medal round her neck; she united her
intention to my prayers and those of other
pious persons, and we began a Novena
together in order to implore the grace of
her cure.—O wonder worked by Mary!—
The Novena was not yet over when the
grace prayed for was already obtained. My
sister is cured! May thanks be given to
Mary for it. It is with feelings of the deepest
gratitude that | send the modest offering
enclosed. Please receive it as the pledge
of my eternal gratitude to Mary, whilst at
the same time | fulfil my promise.

Sister Caroline Curino.

*
* *

Our liope has not been in vain.
—Although late, I come forward to render
public homage to Mary Help of Christians
for the grace which she has obtained for
me. In the midst of the seriojus illness which
made me keep my bed, | wa® attacked with
a violent sore throat which prevented me
from swallowing even a drop of water.
Seeing that all remedies were ineffectual,
the doctor manifested the gravity of my
state to my family, and Extreme Unction
was administered to me. My sons gathered
round my bed and wept bittjerly. “Turn to
Mary Help of Christians/ 7 said they, “and
promise her as an offering, the most precious
object in your household.” | gladly welcom-
ed this proposal, and | have had no reason
to repent of it.

Very soon afterwards feeling a little bet-
ter, 1 made known that I wanted something
to eat. From that momentj | became con-
valescent. A few days after | went to Turin
in order to fulfil my promise and to render
thanks to Mary for the favour obtained.

Albera Domenica.

The following have also sent us relations
of special favours they have received, and
desire to render public thanksgiving to
their Celestial Benefactress, Mary Help of
Christians:—

Dominica Vanzetti, Spilimbergo; Magdalene Gior-
dano, Turin ; The Countess de Brieherasio ; Efisio
Pischedda, Att., Oristano (Sardegna); Frances
Vassallo, Marrano ; Margaret Penazzo, Riva di
Chieri ; Catherine Busso; Louisa Gianotti, Vinovo;
Lucy Cerruti, Riva di Pinerolo ; Paula Vincenti;
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Theresa Costamagna, Turin; Francis Arnolfo,
Torre S. Giorgio ; Mary Branda, Agliano d’Astif
Mary Audenino, Chieri; Mary Belli, Bosco}
Victoria Casale, Veroleugo ; P. C. S. of Pietra-
bissasa d’isola del Cantone ; The Brothers Bordiga ;
A Salesian Novice, Caldogno ; Clare Scarpa
Rochetto, Portosecco ; Josephine Ghezzo-Bolla,
Pellestrina ; Jerome Vianello Baccara, Portosecco f
Magdalene Malusa, Pellestrina ; Ignatius Zazzi,
Bormio ; Catherine Della Retic, Bosco V. R. Ti-
cino ; Thomas Bruzzone, Borzoli ; Rosina Caire,
Nizza (Monferrat) ; Charles Silvestri, Pombia No-
varese ; Peter Perino, Caselle Torinese; L. G. V.

Turin ; Joseph Diana Saiu, Isili ; Angela Macchia,
Montiglie ; Gelsumina d’Arcangelo, Fano a Corno;
Rev. Michael Geraci, Vallelunga Pratamenoy
Angelo Perdomo, Asti; Mary Facchini, Palestro;
Ferdinanda Riscaldino, Turin; Two pious persons f
Joseph Pamero, Cherasco ; Angelo Pagliano, Chi-
vasso ; Agnes Briatta, Bellorte ; Constance Cal-
cina, Turin ; Michael Griffa, La Loggia ; Anthony
Pitarelli, Villanova d’Asti; Mary Arrigoni, Lav-
vertezzo ; Rev. Innocente Stella; Cesarina Secco;
Mary Stoppa, Pandino (Lodi); Mary Olivero,
Cirveri (Fossano) ; Christina Gazzera, Turin

Cesar Scanavino, Castelnuovo d’Asti; Frederick
Reinaud, Pramollo ; Catherine Viglietti, Magliana
d’Alpi ; Catherine Locatelli, Turin; Michael
Mondino, Piossasco ; Joseph Raimondo, Buriascof
Dominic Grela, Usasio ; Catherine Manna ; Erco-
lina Boite, Valfenera; Michael Signa ; Emilia
Sosanna ; John Granero, Asti ; Rev. Michael De-
mestri, Valle d’Asti ; John Garella, Monteu da
Po ; Eugenia Gay, Castelnuovo d’Asti ; Marinetta
Monge, Saluzzo ; Michael Garrubba-Costa, Calta-
nisetta ; Marchioness de Santalfano ; Caroline
Reggis, Nave ; Anna Pio, Cornegliano d’Alba;
Francis Paul Garubba, Caltanisetta ; Antony Bo-
roli, Mura; B. E., Chieri; Vincenza Trucchi,
Torrione-Bordighera ; Salvatore Falzone, Caltani-
setta ; Joseph Lacagnina, Caltanisetta; A Child
of Mary, Valmontone; C. M. A.; Foitunata
Vismara, Dazio ; Ruggiero Viviani, Fiesso Um-
bertiano ; Rev. Achilles Refalo, Gozo ; Indorata
Michelintesa, Caltanisetta ; Rev. Wenceslaus Co-
sti, Reggio Emilia ; Lucy Averna, Caltanisetta

Elisa Bonin-Guarnieri, Ronche di Pordenone ;
Catherine Grassi, S. Venerina (Catania); C. C. B.,
Mondovi ; Philomene Gabotto, Mirabello; Very
Rev. Canon Louis Volpi, V.F., Marina di Caronia;
A Nun of Mary Help of Christians ; Mary Genero,
La Loggia ; Peter Gibello, Castelrosso ; Michael
Spagnolo, Caltanisetta ; Angela Busello, Castel-
rosso ; Catherine Rettatore, Saluzzo ; Peter Grosso,
Carmagnola ; Agatina Cali, Caltanisetta ; Mary
Fumerd ; Laura Ballari, Saluzzo ; Paul Lusso, Ca-
stelrosso ; N. N., Turin ; Agnes Careggio, Castel-
rosso ; Francis Larino, Carmagnola ; Mary Golzio,
Castelrosso ; Rosina Amico, Caltanisetta; Mary
Caretta, Castelrosso ; Domenica Viarigi, Casti-
glione ; Johanna Tavella, Moretta ; Michael Cucu-
gliata-Giuliana, Caltanisetta ; Theresa Colombo,
Ceresole Reale ; Mary Franchino, Robella di Trino.



482

THE STORY OF THE ORATORY
DON BOSCO’S OPENING- AFOSTOLATE.

Chapter XI.

T he Marquis o Cavour again—F he
Town Council in extraordinary
sessionNn-AnN august Protector-A
gain-The gout-The guard—F he
politics of the Oratory-Sunday
and evening classes-T he form-
ation of masters-T he first books
-Honours for those who deserve
them.

Although order, discipline and tranquillity
reigned in the Oratory of Valdocco in such
a manner as to leave nothing to be desired,
nevertheless the Marquis de Cavour, whom
we have spoken ofbefore, persisted in calling
this assemblage of boys dangerous, and
desired to break itup. He was not, however,
able to bend Don Bosco to his wishes, nor
oould he induce Mgr. Franzoni to forbid
him to exercise his sacred ministry. In
order to attain his object, the Marquis
attempted have the Oratory closed, by
means of a formal condemnation pronounced
by the Ragioneria, which body would be
something more than the Municipal Council
of to-day. It consisted of a board composed
of the leading Town Councillors, in whose
hands the whole civic administration was
concentrated- The head of that Corporation
was even superior to the Syndic, and this
head, as was said before, was Cavour.

After working, then , for some weeks in
preparing the minds of the Councillors, the
Marquis determined to convoke them to an
extraordinary meeting. As, however, he
had not been able to gain over the Arch-
bishop to his side, who was a man as intrepid
in his duty as he was zealous for the good of
souls, he desired that he should, at least, be
present at it. His object was to make it
understood afterwards that the cross had
united with the sword in order to give our
Oratory its death-blow. Hence, as he had
heard that the illustrious Prelate was not
in good health, and would not be able to go
to the Municipal Palace, the Marquis called
the Council together in the Archbishop’s
house itself.

Behold, then, on the day and at the hour
appointed, the said burghers in all pomp
and solemnity betook themselves to the
Archbishop’s house, and seated themselves
on the judgment seat prepared for them.
“When | saw/ 7 as the good Pastor said to

SALESIAN BULLETIN

a friend afterwards, “when | saw all these
magnates assembling together in this hall,
it seemed to me that the universal judgment
was about to take place.In this imposing
assembly many arguments were brought
forward by one side and by the other; much
was said touching the advantages or dis-
advantages of so many boys meeting together;
and finally, as there was a majority on the
side of the Marquis, the conclusion they
arrived at was that they ought to prohibit
and close the Oratory altogether. Hence
deceit and ill-will would certainly have
prevailed, if Heaven had not prepared a
powerful defender for Don Bosco and his
children.

In fact, God, Who permitted these contra-
dictions to arise, in order to make the work
of the Oratory shine out the better, did not
forget to sustain it, even by means of powerful
friends at the Eoyal Court. Amongst these,
we must mention with the deepest gratitude
Count Joseph Provana di Collegno, in those
days Minister of General Control, or Finance,
at the court of King Charles Albert. Many
times this charitable gentleman had given
Don Bosco subsidies both on his own account
and on that of his sovereign, whom he kept
minutely informed on the affairs of the
Oratory. The King himself, on his part,
listened to him with pleasure, whenever he
spoke on the subject. Upon the occasion of
any special solemnity, the King used to
read with pleasure the account which Don
Bosco used to send him, or listened to that
which the illustrious Count was wont to give
him in words. Therefore, convinced as he
was, of the great good which was being
done to so many poor children in his
dominions, he often used to let Don Bosco
know how much he esteemed that part of
the sacred ministry which he had assumed.
He used to compare it to work among the
Foreign Missions, and expressed the desire
that in all the towns and villages in his
kingdom institutions of this kind should be
founded. Nor was his generous soul satisfied
with words alone, and in that same year he
had sent him as a New Year’s gift three
hundred francs with the words “For Don
Bosco’s little urchins.”

Now with such a friend and protector as
this, the cause of the Oratory could not
suffer danger. Indeed, when he knew that
the Corporation was holding a meeting for
the purpose of decreeing the closing of the
Oratory, he had the Count, who was one of
the members, called to him, and charged
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him to communicate in that sitting* his august
will in these words :(—“ It is the express will
of the King that these festive meetings
should be promoted and protected; if there
is any danger of disorder , means shall be
sought to prevent it, but nothing further.”

For this purpose, the Oorgnt, who had sat
in silence during the lively discussion raised
by his colleagues, upon seeing that the
order for the definite closing of the Oratory
was being prepared, rose and asked per-
mission to speak. He fulfilled his duty by
manifesting the will of the King in the above
mentioned words. Upon receiving this sov-
ereign communication it is impossible to
say how the Marquis and his satellites bore
it. Each one bowed his head and remained
silent and Cavour declared the meeting
adjourned, sine die. Thus at the very moment
when everything seemed lost5 Our Lady
brought it about that there should be no
loss at all, but rather gain. It happened,
too, in consequence of this, that some of
these Councillors who had, perhaps, been
badly informed and had shown themselves
hostile or indifferent, became hence forward
the friends and benefactors of Don Bosco
and his children.

Notwithstanding this, the Head of the
Municipality of Turin continued to show his
anger. Wherefore, he summoned Don Bosco
to the Municipal Palace and after calling
him an obstinate priest, concluded his
discourse with these benevolent words:—
“You may, perhaps, be working with a good
intention, but the good you are doing is
fraught with danger; I am bound to watch
over the public tranquillity; | must there-
fore send some one to keep your person and
your assemblies under surveillance. At the
very first act which can in any way com-
promise you, | will disperse your little
vagabonds, and your Reverence will have
to answer to me for whatever happens.”

Don Bosco went away from the Municipal
Palace with greater confidence than ever;
but, as for the Marquis, it was the last time
that he showed his face in that place. The
reason of this was either in consequence of
the agitations with which the city was stirred
in those days, or some other evil under which
the Marquis himself was already labouring.
The fact is that he was afflicted with an in-
curable gout, which, after causing him much
suffering, finally brought him to the grave.

Nevertheless, during the short time that
he remained in office, he sent every Sunday,
some archers or civic guards to pass the
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day at the Oratory. Their office consisted
in being present at and spying out all that
was said and done both in Church and out
of it. But the sentinels, upon seeing how
the simple word of a Priest was enough to
keep so large a number of children in order,
on perceiving how merrily and -peacefully
they amused themselves, upon hearing the
sermons and instructions which were giveu
to them, showed themselves much edified.
Far from holding these assemblies in suspi-
cion, they soon began to have a great esteem
for them. One of them narrated a conversa-
tion to the point, which occurred betweeu
himselfand the Marquis. It was as follows :(—

—“Well?” said thé Marquis to him one
day, “what have you seen, what have you
heard in the midst of this rabble?”

—“My Lord, | have seen an immense
crowd of boys amusing themselves in a
thousand different ways, without a quarrel,
and | said to myself:—¢Oh! if all the boys
iu Turin would go on like this! we should
soon have very little to do, and the prisons
would no longer be so full.7 I have heard
many sermons in Church which caused me
great fear, and made me want to go to
confession.”

—*“And what about politics?”

—“Of politics | have not heard even a
single word ; and it is only natural, because
these boys would not have understood a
scrap about them. As far as | could gather,
Don Bosco’s politics consist in teaching his
boys how to be good Christians; in teaching
them how to read and write, and do sums;
in mixing with them to prevent bad words
or deeds in playtime ; in putting them in
good situations with Christian masters ; in
visiting them during the week and giving
them good advice ; in fine, in doing all that
their parents ought to do for them, but do
not, either because they cannot or will not.”

—“But do they never speak of revolution
and war?”

—“Not a word has ever been said about
these things, either in Church or out of it.
As far as | can see, these boys would be
willing and able to create a revolution and
fight a battle over a basket of bread ; | feel
even confident that each would give such
proofs of prowess as to deserve a medal of
honour. Beyond this, my Lord, there is no
danger of any kind. ”

The guard spoke the truth ; these always
were and are now the politics of the Oratory
of St. Francis de Sales and its disciples.

(To be continued.)
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t OBITUARY. t

Salesian Co-operators who liave passed to eternity during the year 1895,

(Not including places in France, Belgium, Italy, Spain, and South America—

these being published m their respective Butietins.)

Of your charity pray for the souls of the

The Right Rev. Dr. Siedenbush, O.S.B., Savannah
(United States).

The Rev. S. J. Normandeau , Ogdensburg, N.J.
(United States).

The Most Rev. Dr. Kirby, Rome (ltaly).

The Most Rev. Dr. Jacopi, Agra (East Indies).

The Rev. J. A. Poutrain, Coinpt, Mo. (United
States).

The Rev. H. L. Feyeriein, Fleinhausen (Bavaria).

Mme. C. S. Riverin, St. Roch de Quebec (Canada).

Mme S. Christen, Lucerne (Switzerland).

Mr. Joseph Raber-Meier, Lucerne (Switzerland).

The Rev. Mother Tiffrin, Convent of Gray Nuns,
Montreal (Canada).

Mme. Godion, Saint Roche de Quebec (Canada).

Miss Mary B rasez, Fribourg (Switzerland).

Mr. Egger, Villé (Alsace Lorraine).

H. R. H. the Arch-Duke Albert
Vienna (Austria).

Miss A. Lavidette, Montreal (Canada).

Miss Mary Hermans, Ruremond (Holland).

The Rev. Joseph Carrard, Lully (Switzerland).

The Rev. A. Grimm, Dillingen (Bavaria).

Miss Fanny Schwaederie, Schiltigheim (Alsace
Lorrain).

The Rev. Father Gurke, Bohmisch-Brod (Hungary).

Miss Louisa Pramondon, St. Roch de Quebec
(Canada).

The Rev. P. Brunin, Fribourg (Switzerland).

The Very Rev. Canon James Caittat, Fribourg
(Switzerland).

Miss Elizabeth Brugger, Fribourg (Switzerlandg.

The Rev. J. Lippaciier, Nothalten (Alsace-Lorrain

The Rev. Father Boniface Sichert, O.S.B., Metten
(Bavaria).

The Rev. Sister Antoinette, Cologne (Prussia).

The Rev. Sister J. Modzelewska, O.S.B., Lem-
berg (Germany).

Miss A. Frenette, St. Roch de Quebec (Canada).

Mrs. L. Friganne, Warnwick (Canada).

Mr. Demetinne, Meersen (Holland).

The Marchioness de Niza, Lisbon (Portugal).

Mr. John Faure, Cremisan (Palestine).

of Austria,

“The names of the Associates who have passed to eternity

during the year, shall be forwarded to the Members of the
Association, in order that they may he remembered in the
prayers of all their Brethren.”

—Salesian Co-operators, Constitution &c. V. 7.

following:

Miss Catherine Jaeger, Fribourg (Switzerland).

Mr. Joseph Robinski, Wilkowice (Hungary).

Mrs. A. Lafrance, Quebec (Canada).

Mr. F. H. Dion, Quebec (Canada).

Mrs.I Ad)Constantina Roedin, Landeron (Switzer-
and).

Miss Mary Ann Baldek ,
Lorraine).

The Rev. Prince Raziwil ,
(Germany).
The Rev. Father

(Hungary).

Rev. Brother palvinus ofthe Christians Brothers®
Montreal (Canada).

Mrs. Pierre Cauchon, St. Roch de Quebec (Canada).

Reinengen (Alsace-
0.S.B., Beuron

Molodiatyn

Rozankowski ,

The Rev. C. J. Van Groeningen , Vinkerveen
(Holland).

The Rev. Father s. J. Serruys, Maestricht
(Holland).

Mrs. J. Vermette, St. Roch de Quebec (Canada).

Miss Mary P. d’Ammann, Fribourg (Switzerland).

The Rev. Sister Mary-Eutartia, Velp (Holland).

Mr. P. Zientner, Lensfried (Bavaria).

Miss Catherine Gnadig, Hoclifelden (Bavaria).

Mrs. Mary Barourdeau, Grandfontaine (Alsace-
Lorraine).

Miss Elisa Mari1er , Ammerschwihr (Alsace-Lor-
raine).

Miss M. A. Erens, Haarlem (Holland).

The Rev. J. A. Branc, Ardon (Switzerland).

Mrs. Buiiter-Gruatler , Chateau St. Gallen
(Switzerland).

The Rev. Father Bergmann , Gorze (Alsace-Lor-
raine).

Mr. Francis Kirmann, Rosheim (Alsace-Lorraine).

The Rev. Gabriel zagmus, Leutschau (Hungary).

Miss Emily Ringeis, Munich (Bavaria).

M. Nahum Sola Kan 1ttaf, Alep (Syria).

H. R. H. Princess de Montleard-Saxe-Cour-
LANDE, Wilhelminenberg (Austria-Hungary).

Mme. Josephine Mesenberg Conrad, Bremgarten
(Switzerland).

Miss Anne Thome, Liverpool (England).

Requiem aeternam dona eis Domine: et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Gerent, GIUSEPPE GAMBINO.—Salesian Press.—Turin, 1895
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A Catholic Family Paper.

One of the brightest and most readable
of our Catholic Magazines.

Eecommended by the Ecclesiastical Au-
thorities of New England and elsewhere;
and by all commended for its clear,
correct, moderate and dispassionate state-
ment and discussion of the Catholic
attitude on the burning religious and
moral questions of the day.

Published every Saturday, under the
auspices of the Clergy of the Archdiocese
of Boston, by the Eev. John O’Brien.

Business department : 258 Washington Street, Boston, US.A.

Yearly Subscription, Two Dollars.

the illustrated iatholiG lissions.

Illustrated Catholic Missions is an excel-
lent monthly publication, full of inter-
esting, edifying, and instructive reading
and missionary enterprise; is well printed
and beautifully illustrated.

Published at: 19, Henrietta Street,

Oovent Garden, London.

Annual subscription, Post Free ... 3s.
ST. JOSEPH’'S

An interesting quarterly illustrated

record of Foreign Missions in connection
with St. Joseph’s Society of the Sacred
Heart. For particulars write to the Yery
Eev. Superior, St. Joseph’s College, Mill
Hill, London, N. W.

AN ORGAN OF CATHOLIC WORKS.

Printed in connection with the Salford
Protection and Rescue Society.

Is a well-conducted and highly in-
teresting illustrated monthly.

The cause of destitute Catholic children
is very efficiently pleaded in its columns,
and there is no dearth of bright and en-
tertaining reading.

The Harvest costs onlyis. 6d. a year,
post free. Every Catholic family in Great
Britain should subscribe for it.

Subscriptions to be sent to the Editor
of The Harvest, Bishop’s House, Sal-
ford.

TUB POOR 80UL8' PRI1BNI9
and St. Joseph's Monitor

A monthly Magazine, devoted, as its
name implies, to the Interests of the
Holy Souls in Purgatory. It pleads most
eloquently the cause of the “Dear Ones
Departed,” and it is impossible to read
its pages without becoming interested in
this most pathetic of Catholic devotions.
Specimen Copies sent free to any address
from : the Office of the Poor Souls'
Friend, Chudleigh, Devon. Subscription
Is. 6d. per annum.

llic Suth linca» latiolic Bajaita

An excellent monthly publication of
Catholicstories and general literature, with
the rosy brilliancy of the South looking
out from every page. The editor runs a
“Children’s Corner” which, we venture
to say, is without a rival in contemporary
journalism.

Subscription 10s. per annum, throughout
South Africa. Business communications
to be sent to Mr. J. C. O’Eeilly, Hofmeyer
Chambers, Cape Town, S. Africa.
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Safesiaa School.
SURREY HOUSE. SURREY LANE

BATTERSEA, LONDON, S.W.

DIRECTED AND TAUGHT BY THE SALESIAN FATHERS.

(sjshe principal object of this School (which is distinct
from the Orphanage) is to provide a classical education
at a moderate charge for those boys who desire to study
for the priesthood. The course is arranged to meet the
requirements of the College of Preceptors and the London
University Examinations. Special advantages are offered
for the study of Modern Languages, which are taught
by native Professors. Boys who have no vocation for
the Ecclesiastical state are prepared for any other career
that they may wish to follow. The House is surrounded
by a large garden and playground, and is situated in
a most healthy locality, a few minutes’ walk from the
Park.

For particulars apply to the Superior, the Very Rev.
Father Macey, 64, Orbel street, Battersea, London, S.W.



