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1. — All who have reached 16

IMPORTANT!

EXTRACTS FROM THE DIPLOMA OF THE ASSOCIATION OF

SALESIAN CO-OPERATORS.

CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT
of the Association.

%/ears of age may
become Co-operators if they so desire, and
seriously intend to act according to the spirit
of the Association.

*

. — The Association is humbly commended to the

protection and benevolence of the Sovereign
Pontiff, and of all Bishops and Priests in their
_resEectlve dioceses and parishes, on whom
it shall depend without reserve in everything
relating to our holy religion.

. — The Superior General of the Salesian Congre-

g\atior_] shall also be the Superior of the
ssociation of Co-operators.

. — The Directors of the several Houses of the

Salesian Congregation are authorized to
enrol new Members, whose names and
addresses they shall immediately forward
to the Superior General, so that they may
be regularly enrolled in the Register of the
Association.

*

. — In districts wherein there is no Salesian

House, when the number of the Co-operators
amounts to at least ten, one of them should
be selected as President—preferably an
ecclesiastic—who will assume the title of
Decurion, and take upon himself the cor-
respondence with the Superior, or with the
Director of any of the Salesian Houses.

. — All Members may freely communicate with

the Superior, and lay before him any
matter whatever they may deem worthy of
consideration.

. — At least every three months, the Associate

will receive a printed Report of the works
that have been accomplished ; the proposals
that have come to hand, bearing on the
purposes of the Association; and finally,
the new enterprises to be undertaken for
the glory of God and the good of our fellow-
creatures. In the Annual Report this latter
point will be treated more diffusely, so that
Members may have a clear general idea of
the Works to be accomplished in the ensuing
year.

The names of the Associates who have
passed to eternity during the year, shall
also be forwarded to the Members of the
Association, in order that they may be
remembered in the prayers of all their
brethren.

[The “Salesian Bulletin” has long since taken the
place of the printed Report spoken of above.— 4 .;

Every year, on the Feasts of St. Francis of
Sales and of Our Lady Help of Christians
(January, 29, and May, 24) the Decurions
should organize assemblies of all the mem-
bers in their respective districts, so that
the whole Association may unite in spirit
and prayer with their brethren of the
Salesian Congregation, invoking for one an-
other the continued protection of these our
Glorious Patrons, and the grace of persever-
ance and zeal in the arduous undertaking
that our charity and the love of God have
imposed upon us in conformity with the
spirit of our Congregation.

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES.

There is no exterior practice prescribed
for the Salesian Co-operators. In order,
however, that their life may in some points
approach to the life of Professed Religious,
we recommend to them the following; that
is to say, modesty in their apparel ; frugality
in their meals ; simplicity in their furniture’;
reserve in their speech ; and exactness in
the duties of their state : they should also
be careful to have the repose and sanctifica-
tion prescribed an all Feasts of Obligation
exactly observed by those over whom their
authority extends.

2. — They are advised to make a Spiritual Retreat

4, —

of some days in the course of every year ;
and, on the last day of every month, or
on such other as may suit their convenience
better, to make the exercise of a holy Death,
going to Confession and Communion, as
though it were really tobe their last. For
the annual Retreat , and also on the day
upon which they make the Exercise for
a Holy Death, they can gain a Plenary
Indulgence. *
All the Associates should say one “Pater,”
and one “Ave,” daily, in honour of
St. Francis of Sales for the intentions of
the Sovereign Pontiff. Priests, and those
who recite the Canonical Hours, are dis-
pensed from this Prayer. For them, it will
suffice to add their intention to the recita-
tion of the Office.

They are recommended, furthermore, fre-
quently to gpproach to the Sacraments of
Penance and of the Holy Eucharist; the
Associates being able, every time they do
this, to gain a Plgnary Indulgence.

All these Indulgences, both Plenar%_/f and
Partial, can be apBIied, by way of Suffrage,
to the souls in Purgatory, with the ex-
ception of that for the hour of death, which
is exclusively personal, and can be gained
only when the soul is about to enter into
eternity.
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I have no greater joy than to hear
that my children walk in truth...
We ought therefore to help breth-
ren and pilgrims that we may
be co-operators to the truth.

(I St. John, 4 and 8.

Till I come, attend nnto reading,
to exhorting and to instructing.

(I Timothy, iv, 13

Of works divine the divinest is to
co-operatewith God in the saving

of souls. (St. Dents.)

A tender love of our fellow-crea-
tures is one of the great and
excellent gifts that Divine Good-
ness grants to man.
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Whosoever shall receive one such
little child in my name receiveth
me.

(Matt, xviii, 5.)

To your care | commend infancy
and youth ; zealously attend to
their” Christian education; place
in their hands such books as
mag/ teach them to fly from vice
and steadily walk in the path

of virtue.
(Pius IX.)

Redouble your energies and talents
in the rescue oi infancy and
youth from the snares of corrup-
tion and infidelity, and thus
prepare a new generation.

(Leo XIIL.)

(St. Francis de Sales.)

I i
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A NEW, TOKEN OF BENEVOLENCE

FROM THE HOLY FATHER.

3[*s managing president of the
IfEL Congress of Bologna and
Superior General of the Salesian
Congregation, Don Rua has also
written a brief account of the
proceedings of the Congress and
sent it to His Holiness, through
Mgr. Tarozzi, Latin secretary to
the Holy Father.

The Holy Father deigned to
accept with great benevolence
that account, and has caused his
satisfaction to be expressed to

Don Rua and all the Congress-
ists, granting them again his
Apostolic blessing. We are glad
to say that Mgr. Tarozzi has
written a letter well calculated
to give us great joy. We quote
a passage from that letter. “The
account which you sent has given
great consolation to the Holy
Father, who charges me to thank
the Superior of the Salesiansfor
it, as well as the whole Congre-
gation. His Holiness hopes that
the Sons of Don Bosco will reap
abundant fruits of salvation in
their enterprises, to which also
numerous Co-operators will give
Lh?ir ever increasing support and
elp.”
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ON THE FEAST OF ST. JOACHIM.

*Ji>

WITH HEARTS TOUCHED AND FULL OF GRATITUDE TOWARDS GOD
WHO HAS WILLED TO GRANT YOU TO HIS CHURCH
IN THESE TIMES SO TRYING AND YET SO RICH IN TRIUMPHS
THE SALESIANS, THE DAUGHTERS OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS,
AND THE SALESIAN CO-OPERATORS

RENEW TO-DAY THEIR PRAYERS FOR YOU

O MOST HOLY FATHER
ANGEL OF PEACE AND OF LOYE
LIVING IN THE MIDST OF THE BITTERNESS AND PAIN.
WE HATE SEEN YOU FROM THE HEIGHT OF THE VATICAN
BLESSING US ALL GATHERED TOGETHER AT BOLOGNA
IN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS.
WHILST IN THAT GREAT THOUGHT OF YOUR HEART
YOU WERE CALLING TO UNION AND TO GLORIOUS PEACE
THE EASTERN DISSENTIENTS,

YOU REMINDED THEM OF THEIR ANCIENT DEEDS AND GLORY.
YOU ALSO STRETCHED OUT THAT HAND WHICH CAUSES MIRACLES TO BE RENEWED,
TO ENGLAND
WHO HAS LIVED FOR THREE CENTURIES FAR FROM HER MOTHER !
MAY SHE RETRACE HER WANDERING STEPS
IN THE BLESSED FOOT-PRINTS OF HER FATHERS,

AND SHE WiLL BE EMBRACED WITH A CHRISTIAN LOVE SO EARNEST,

THAT THE WHOLE WORLD WILL EXULT IN HER HAPPINESS.
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HIS LORDSHIP MONSIGNOR COSTAMAGNA
in audience with the Holy Father.

Rome, June 20th, 1895.

; being admitted in private audience with

s Holiness, who lias deigned to converse
witli me for above a quarter of an hour. It
is needless for me to say how consoling this
conversation with the Yicar of Our Lord
Jesus Christ was.

Leo XIII. is now eighty six years old,
but, is, notwithstanding his age, in perfect

_}Ej have just liad the great happiness of
i

health, and in full possession of all his
intellectual faculties.
On entering alone his private room, |

knelt before him as prescribed:—u Gome on,
<come 0 n said the Holy Father, ucome 0%,
Monsignor Costamagna. Sow are yon?” |
kissed his slipper and ring, and then in
compliance with his wish, sat down by the
side of my august interrogator. But | could
not long remain seated ; for such great
kindness and majesty completely overwhelmed
me, and | could only throw myself at his feet
to answer his most affectionate and amiable
questions.

His Holiness wished to learn from me a
number of things concerning Ecuador, which
is at present a prey to a most cruel rev-
olution. He also made enquiries about my
difficult mission among the Jivaros; and
having received this and other information,
he made me give him a detailed account of
the Argentine Republic, M. Saenz Pefia
(whom he esteems highly), M. TJriban (in
whom he places his great hopes), the future
Archbishop of Buenos-Ayres, the Yicar
Capitular, Monsignor Boneo, and our dear
Monsignor Espinosa. His Holiness then
desired me to tell him about the Salesian
Houses in America, and more especially
about those situated in the Argentine Re-
public. Great was his surprise when he
learned that this sole Republic possesses
twenty Houses, nine of which are within
the city of Buenos-Ayres.

The Sovereign Pontiff spoke for a few
moments of the deplorable state in which
the Republics of South America are plunged,
and of the difficulties which the Catholic
Church has to deal with in those countries;
and while thus giving expression to these
sad considerations, | could not help noticing
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the wrinkles in his forehead, and | saw his
face, which usually wore a kindly smile,
becoming suddenly melancholy.

I need not say how fervently | recommend-
ed to the Holy Father, my successor as
Head of the Salesian Houses in the Argen-
tine Republic, beseeching him to bless him
and to obtain for him of the Lord Jesus,
all the strength required to walk coura-
geously amidst the numberless difficulties
in store for him in the discharge of his
duties.

At my request, His Holiness deigned to
authorize my successor Father Joseph Ye-
spignani, to confer the Papal blessing on
each of the Salesian Houses, as well as on
those of the Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians, situated in the Argentine Re-
public.

Never shall | forget those dear Salesians,
who have during so many years shared
with me both the pains and the joys of that
Mission; and whom | have ever cherished,
notas brethren only, but as beloved sons. And
how could | forget them when I knelt at
the feet of the Yicar of Jesus Christ? It
seemed to me | saw them all gathered round
me, conversing, beseeching, and together
with me inundated as it were with heavenly
consolation, before this living miracle of the
present century.

I obtained also a special blessing for all
the Salesian Co-operators of America, for
Mgr. Cagliero, Mgr. Lasagna, Mgr. Fagnano
and their respective missions. | then begged
leave to present to His Holiness the homage
of his Eminence the Cardinal Archbishop of
Milan, who had been kind enough to give
me the most cordial hospitality in his own
palace, when | was giving a conference in
his episcopal city. This homage was received
by His Holiness with marked pleasure, and
he blessed this champion of our holy relig-
ion, his clergy, his seminary, the new
Salesian Institute and all the Co-operators
in Milan. Then the conversation turned on
the pious work of uSunday rest” recently
established at Milan; a work which His
Holiness blessed most particularly, and upon
which he called down the grace of increase
and perseverance. The holy Father bright-
ened up, his eyes became animated, and a
smile illumined his face.

I also mentioned the preparations that
are being made in the capital of Lombardy,
with a view to the thirteenth Eucharistie
Congress, which is to take place in Septem-
ber next; and when in answer to the holy
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Father | told liim tliat I should be present
at the Congress, he encouraged me most
earnestly, and exhorted me not to fail under
any pretext whatever.

My heart still overflowed with the joy and
enthusiasm which | experienced at Bologna
during the days of the Salesian Congress,
when in company with his Eminence Car-
dinal Svampa, that great and amiable per-
sonage.

I could not restrain myself from entering
upon that subject with His Holiness, who
seemed to be well acquainted with all the
circumstances of that great event, and in a
most consoling manner uttered repeatedly:
“0/;, what labour does not that Cardinal im-
pose upon himself! Yes, to him is dice the
splendid success of the Congress; to him also
the victory icon by the Catholics in the admin-
istrative electionsln connection with the
administrative elections, His Holiness con-
tinued to speak with great satisfaction of
another important victory, viz, that which
the Catholics of Turin have obtained. His
Holiness spoke in terms of great praise of
our Archbishop, Monsignor Riccardi. uMon-
signor Riccardisaid he, uis a providential
Archbishop, cut out for the needs of the city
and the Archdiocese of Turin. He loves his
flock and his flock loves him. He is moreover
a real and energetic defender of Pontiff and
Church, and therefore | charge you to convey
to him my cordial salutations, together icitli
my most hearty thanks

| brought our interview to a close by
telling the Holy Father that when the so-
lemnities of the Sacred Heart were over |
would return to Turin in order to keep the
Feasts of Don Bosco and Don Rua ; and |
asked in favour of the latter, a special bles-
sing extending to all the Salesians and their
Co-operators. uOh Hon Bua, Hon Rua” ex-
claimed the holy Father, with visible satis-
faction, uyes, my blessing to him and to all,
and a liappy Feast, In the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghost ?”

Afterwards the Holy Father blessed my
brother Louis, his family and all the inhab-
itants of Caramagna, my birthplace ; and he
then permitted our dear Procurator General,
Father Caesar Cagliero, and Father Michael
Fassio, missionary of Chili, to be introduced.
He heard their requests, blessed them, as
also the children of the Oratory of the Sa-
cred Heart, who, according to the promise
of Father Cagliero, were to offer up their
next morning’s holy communion for His Ho-
liness.
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We then took leave of the Holy Father,
who addressing us in a few affectionate
words, recommended us to the omnipotence
and mercy of our Lord. Heo et Mariae gra-
tias.

James

Titular Bishop of Colonia.

DON RUA IN PALESTINE

(Conclusion.)
JERUSALEM.

On Monday the 4th of March , our trav-
ellers started for Jerusalem. The biblical
souvenirs still scattered profusely in their
way, gave rise to many and many interesting
and edifying reminiscences. Before reaching
the Gate of Jaffa, they passed the Gehenna,
reduced to-day to a foul pond filled with
stagnant waters. This is where the idol of
Moloch, the false god to whom so many
poor little children used to be sacrificed,
once stood. On the right frowned a fortress
with time-worn black walls, designated
as the tower of David, because it was erect-
ed on the precise spot where the Royal
Prophet once dwelt. Don Rua, like the
Crusaders of old, would have liked to hurry
on to the Holy Sepulchre, but a sense of
duty and civility compelled him first to pre-
sent his homage to the Latin Patriarch Mgr.
Piavi, who, notwithstanding his precarious
state of health, received him in the most
friendly manner. On leaving, Don Rua
desired to be introduced to the coadjutor
of the Patriarch, his Lordship Mgr. Appodia.
He was happy to meet there, also, Canon
Villanis*, an old pupil of the Oratory at
Turin and the Rev. Father Scanzo who for
years was a most active fellow-worker with
Canon Belloni.

The next place Don Rua went to was the
Seminary. Scarcely had he reached the
terrace from which a magnificent view of
the whole city can be had, when the Semin-
arists came to greet him and receive his
blessing. Our venerated Superior did not
want much pressing to address a few words
to them, and, with his well known kindness,
pointed out to them the necessity of that

# We are sorry to have to record here the death,
of Canon Villanis, which occurred shortly after the
above-mentioned visit. R. I. P.
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solid love of study and piety whicli every
seminarist ought to have, in order to fulfil
worthily the part of the work allotted to
him in that Mission. Our pilgrims present-
ed next their respects to the Yery Rev.
Guardian of the Holy Land the Superior

General of all the Franciscan monasteries
in the East. M. Ledoulx, Gonsul-general
of France, received Don Rua with the utmost
kindness, presented him to his family and
gave evident marks of the interest he takes
in the Salesian works. In the afternoon,
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after a visit to the Italian Consul, Don Rua
could at last satisfy his devotion. | dare
not say anything of the emotion that he felt
at the Holy Sepulchre and on Mount Calvary.
Stopping at each of the places that were
enriched with indulgences, he showed plainly

his sorrow on being obliged to leave so soon
those hallowed spots, everlasting proofs of
Jesus’ love. But night set in, and the
Franciscan Fathers were waiting for him
to begin supper. They gave him a room
close to the Holy Sepulchre, so that next



406 SALESIAN

morning, he might celebrate Holy Mass on
the spot. A place of special interest for
our dear visitors was the Carmelite convent,
which rises on the very spot where Our
Lord taught the Our Father to his followers.
The prayer is written on the walls of the
convent in thirty different languages. They
also visited a grotto called the Grotto of the
Credo because it is believed that it was there
that the Apostles assembled when they com-
posed the Creed called after them. Next
day, after satisfying their devotions and
making a visit to the Stone of the Ascension
still bearing the imprint of Jesus’ feet, they
went to venerate the place where our Lord
was betrayed by Judas, the Grotto of the
Agony and Our Lady’s Tomb.

Towards evening, our venerated Father
returned to Bethlehem where he was anxious-
ly expected by all, because every one had
many a thing to speak about to him.

CREMISAN.

On the 6th of March, our venerated Su-
perior General started for the Salesian
House situated some six or seven miles from
Bethlehem, at Cremisan. Notwithstanding
the bad condition of the roads, he went on
foot. As soon as he was in sight, he was
welcomed by loud shouts ofjoy. After mu-
tual greetings, they all went back to the
House. It did not take them long to feel
quite at home with Don Eua, and to gather
together in the well decorated assembly hall,
where addresses of welcome succeeded one
another in several languages. Next day
the same hall gave shelter to the same
happy gathering, and the exercises of piety
being over, an Italian drama, Emmanuelita
Gonzales7 was produced with much success.

Before leaving Cremisan, Don Rua was
conducted through the vineyards where our
boys are trained in the cultivation of the
vine. He then visited the cellars which he
found well stocked with wine. It is the
only produce of the soil in these parts, but
it is so difficult to sell...., and yet, bread
must be obtained!

BEITGEMAL.

According to Don Eua’s plans, the 13th
of March was given up to a visit to our
confreres of Beitgemal, and the children of
that agricultural colony which is situated
between Jerusalem and Jaffa. At 10 o’clock
he reached the station of Deyroban. There
he was anxiously awaited by the whole fam-
ily of Beitgemal which escorted him with
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many expression of joy and affection, to the
agricultural school there. Qur Superior vis-
ited carefully the finely situated House of
Beitgemal. In order to form a good idea of
the labours of his children, he examined
everything closely, and ended by blessing
a grotto modelled on that of Lourdes. He
recommended the children not to be satisfied
with having a grotto and statue of Our
Lady in their play-ground, but to endeav-
our to make their heart a continual resi-
dence pleasing to Mary and her Divine Son,
and to make their stay in them daily more
pleasing by avoiding sin, and greeting Mary
each time they passed before her image.

Don Eua left Beitgemal on the 14th inst.
after having consoled and encouraged all
the inmates by his kind advice, and blessed
the House to enable it to overcome the
thousand and one difficulties of all sorts
that it has to struggle against.

NAZARETH.

The very limited time at the disposal of
Don Eua prevented him from visiting all
the interesting places so numerous in the
Holy Land , but he could not leave before
going to Nazareth, the place where the In-
carnation of the Son of God took placey
and where the Salesians have a large plot
of ground. He reached there on the 15th at
Ip.m . after a journey by rail, boat and
carriage. He was received by the Franciscan
Fathers with their well-known cordiality.
They would not let him proceed before he
had taken some refreshments. He then
went to venerate the place formerly occu-
pied by the Santa Casa. He prostrated
himself before the altar on which is written :
Verbnm caro hiefactum est — Here the Word
was made flesh. Next morning about 4 a.m.
our Superior celebrated Mass on this same
spot, and made a long thanksgiving, kneel-
ing on the ground trodden for thirty years
by Mary and her Divine Son. Of all the
sanctuaries in the Holy Land, that of Na-
zareth is the one which certainly gives most
consolation to all Catholic hearts, because
here we do not find that confusion of rites
and those rivalries which form the plague
of the pilgrims to Jerusalem and Bethlehem.
A visit to the grounds bought by Don Bel-
loni, near the sanctuary, filled up the time
that was left.

MOUNT CARMEL.

After returning to Caipha, our travellers
started for Mount Carmel to pray at the
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places sanctified by tlie Propliet Elias, and
wliere the first sanctuary in which public
honour was given to Mary was erected. The
reception given to Don Rua and his com-
panions by the Prior of the Franciscans
was one of those one never forgets and the
remembrance of which will always draw
forth words of thanks.

A register in which visitors to that sanc-
tuary jot down their impression was pre-
sented to Don Rua, and our Superior wrote
the following words. uAs one ascends this
mountain, one thinks necessarily of those words
0j the psalmist : Quis ascendet in montem Do-
minif...... innocens manibus et mundo corde.”

FROM CAIPIIA TO JAFFA.

Our travellers descended from Mount Car-
mel on Sunday the 17th of March, after
Mass which was celebrated in the splendid
Church of the Carmelites. They intended
to take the mail boat running from there to
Jaffa in six hours, but a violent tempest
obliged them to give up that way and go
by land. The Rev. Father Alexis, Carmel-
ite, whose charity has made him known all
over the Holy Land, kindly provided them,
with a carriage and necessary provisions
for the road. We beg again the Rev. Fa-
ther to accept our most hearty thanks for
his many acts of kindness towards our ven-
erated Superior. The carriage left Caipha
at 8 a. m. and reached Jaffa next day about
10 a. m. We will not attempt even to men-
tion the different surprises and accidents
that journey was chequered with, but it
gave our Superior and his companions lei-
sure to see the actual state of the Holy Land
and the many efforts attempted by the Jews,
schismatics and protestants of all denomina-
tions to spread their influence in the coun-
try. It confirmed him in his resolution to
spare no efforts in extending there the be-
neficial effects of the Catholic Church.

DEPARTURE FOR BETHLEHEM.

The feast of the great St. Joseph is a grand
day at the Orphanage, and each and every
one was resolved to keep it well, the more
so as they had invited Don Rua for the
occasion and that the invitation had been

accepted. And it was in order to keep his
word that Don Rua undertook the long
journey that we last mentioned. The chil-

dren saw him back again in their midst
with the greatest pleasure, and received him
with demonstrations ofjoy. Butthe thought
that he would stop with them only for a
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day acted now and again upon their spirits
like a very much unwished for damper, and
when he bade them farewell and spoke to
them for the last time, no one could help
feeling a choking sensation in the throat
and tears in the eyes.

At 3 p. m. on the 20th of March, Don
Rua said good-bye to the Holy Land for
the last time, and went on boad the Sindh
S.S. a magnificent boat of the Messageries
maritimes fleet. Some seven hundred pas-
sengers, of whom more than two hundred
were Syrian emigrants, were (*n board.

Scarcely had the doctor of the vessel, M.
Petrowski, heard that the Superior of the
Salesians, the successor of Don Bosco, had
come on board, than he hurried to find him
out and to offer him his private cabin, think-
ing it would afford greater convenience
for the celebration of daily Mass. The whole
Salesian family feels grateful for his delicate
attention to their beloved Father. Some
very charming acquaintances were made
during the course of the voyage, and Don
Rua was happy to find on board several
Co-operators and friends of the Salesians,
amongst them being M. Deschamps, a gen-
erous benefactor of the Salesian Oratory
at Lille. These circumstances helped greatly
to break the monotony and tediousness of
the sea voyage.

In order to see a few Co-operators residing
at Cairo, Don Rua, Don Albera and the
Marquis of Villeneuve-Trans landed at Port-
Said and went by rail to Alexandria. It is
well known that the railroad runs along the
Suez Canal and favours passengers with the
charming spectacle known as a mirage. A
visit to the pyramids and other curiosities
came naturally into the programme, whilst
staying at Cairo.

The Rev. Jesuit Fathers, who received
our travellers with the warmest cordiality,
accompanied them to Matarieh where the
tree under which tradition tells us the Holy
Family rested in their flight into Egypt, is
to be admired. The house where Jesus,
Mary and Joseph had lived during their
exile was next shown to Don Rua and his
companions, and venerated by them. After
a very brief stay at Alexandria, Don Rua
again embarked on board the Sindh, and
after a prosperous voyage, reached Marseilles
on the 29th of March at 3 p. m.

®

From the depth of our hearts we thank
and bless Divine Providence which has
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THE HOLY FAMILY ORPHANAGE AT BETHLEHEM.



SALESIAN

watched over our dear Superior with pa-
ternal care, preserving him through danger
and difficulties, and rendering his efforts
and labours fruitful for the salvation of
souls.

FILIAL HOMAGE

TO

DON B0S00 AND TO DON RUA

Our readers know that the Oratory of
Turin keeps faithfully the 24th of June,
the feast of our beloved Father Don Bosco,
and that a special yearly homage is offered
on that day to his successor Don Eua.

This year also, these family feasts have
been surrounded with all those hearty man-
ifestations , the very soul of which is the
joy that the entire family and our bene-
factors, many of whom were present, feel.
Letters and good wishes arrived in great
numbers from the Old and the New World
to rejoice and console the heart of our
venerated Father, Don Eua. Amongst the
numerous gifts we may mention especially
four large metal candelabra, an offering to
the Sanctuary of Mary Help of Christians,
by Don Bosco’s old pupils. There were also
a large oil-painting representing the Sue*
cessor of Don Bosco, the work of an old
pupil of the Oratory the painter Eollini,
some sacred ornaments for Salesian Chur-
ohes, vestments and altar linen for our mis-
sionaries, etc., etc.

The diocesan Directors of our Co-operators
have, in like manner, written to express
their good wishes. To these some have also
had the charity to join generous offerings
destined for the Works and Missions of Don
Bosco. But what put the finishing touch
to our joy was the good wishes of the Yicar
of Jesus Christ, Leo X 11l., who had intrust-
ed them to our new Bishop, Mgr. Costa-
magna who came from Eome to take part
in the family festivities. To God our praises,
and to the Sovereign Pontiff, His Yicar
here below, our most grateful thanks.

The enthusiasm and acclamations evoked
in honour of Don Bosco and Don Eua, were
only surpassed by the shouts of delight
drawn from all hearts by the filial venera-
tion with which they regard the Successor
of St Peter.
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FAVOURS AND GRACES

OBTAINED BY INVOKING

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS.

(Owing to the great number of communications we
are continually receiving for insertion in this column
we are obliged to limit ourselves to the publication
of a few extracts (as the expression, more or less, of
the others) and the names of all those who desire
to make public thanksgiving to their Celestial
Benefactress. All manuscripts, however, are carefully
deposited in the archives of the Sanctuary; and,
perhaps, we shall one day be able to publish them
in a separate volume in honour of our Heavenly
Queen.—Ed.)

Freiburg, Switzerland, Feb. 2id 1895.
Very Eeverend Father Eua,

In erery number of your monthly Bulletin,
you relate many instances of graces obtained
through the help and protection of Mary
Help of Christians.

| consider it my duty to describe one of
which | was the object, some years ago, in
like manner through the help of Our Good
M other.

Together with three friends or mine, |
had climbed to the summit of a mountain
to enjoy there the beautiful view that it
presents tourists with. The top of the
mountain was about six thousand feet high ;
the slope facing the south was formed of
steep rocks rising to a height of about four
hundred and twenty feet from the ground.
Its northern slope was clothed with slippery
grass, dotted here and there with rocks
jutting out, with a steep inclination of some
10°. The slope terminated at the bottom
with a ridge of rocks about forty five feet
high.

We were returning from the summit, and
had taken about two hundred steps down
the last decline when | slipped and fell.
I rolled down for a space of a hundred and
seventy or perhaps two hundred yards with
a dizzy speed which kept on increasing
every second. My friends, in mute terror,
watched me rolling, but were not able to
help me without running the same risk
themselves. They thought that it was all
over with me.

Suddenly, and without meeting the least
obstacle. | stopped short, not across the
line of the steepest slope, but parallel with
it, and with my head uppermost. | gotup
at once, on my knees at first* | had only
a scratch on my face.
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Good God! What did | then see before
me? My Eosary stretched out to its full

length on the grass. | knew at once where
help came from : it was Our Good Mother,
Our Lady of the Holy Eosary who had
saved me in my dangerous course.

I knew it was a miracle so much the more
from che fact that my Eosary had been at
the bottom of one of my trousers pockets,
underneath my purse; whilst in the other
there were only a knife and three keys,
separate from each other. All these objects,
very likely to fall out of themselves, were
in their place; the Eosary alone had come
out, while naturally it ought to have been
the last.

From that day you may be sure, | have
redoubled my confidence in the Most Holy
Virgin, and | have preserved towards her
the deepest gratitude for this so visible
mark of her protection. And as further
testimony of this gratitude and also to acquit
the debt which I have contracted towards
her, 1 beg you to publish the present letter
in your Bulletin.

I enclose an offering of thirty francs for
your Works.

M. Bisc
Commissary.

P. S. 1 send you by postal order the sum
of thirty francs, of which twenty are an
offering from my sister-in-law, Miss Elizabeth
Brugger, who also recommends herself to
your prayers. The remaining ten francs
are on my own account.

The following have also sent us relations
of special favours they have received, and
desire to render public thanksgiving to
their Heavenly Benefactress Mary Help of
Christians :—

Theresa Sayno, Milan; Rev. G. B. Tacchini, Va-
razze; Frances Fragala Vecchio, Piedimonte Etnio;
Ernestine Donna, Turin ; Emilius & Elisa Signorelli,
Pallanza; Isoletta Vitali-Rosati, Roma; Rev. V.
Sacco, Foglizzo; Clare Bianchi, Sizzano, (for the con-
version of a dying person); Mary Razetti, Turin;
Quinta Stella, Turin; Isabella Grossetti, Lu; Frances
Gamberutti, Vigone; Mary Ann Rigo, Chieri; Frances
Allerino, S. Bernardo; Michael Marco, S. Bernardo;
Antony Abellonio, Pruicca; Pauline Ferrera, S. Ste-
fano Roero; Emilia Boero, Turin; Felicity Crotti,
Turin; Bartholomew Carelli, Castelnuovo Calcea;
Louis Cauda, Castilione (Turin); Jerome Marchisio,
Caramagna; Margaret Bonisconti, Turin.
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NOTES FROM OUR MISSIONERS.

THE SAE9AN MSHON - BXHHABACA
NTHE AGNINE RRABIC

(Continued from our last.)

A generous donation.—Prepara-
tions for a great solemnity.

A noble Portuguese, an illustrions des-
cendant of the celebrated Goffredo the hero
of the Gerusalemme liberata, who possesses
immense capital and has no children, thought
it his duty to invest part of his fortune in
pious works. W ithout delay he set to work
and ordered a Church with a College
adjoining, just as we should have wished,
ourselves. At first we knew nothing of
what he intended doing, and already the
building was going on so well that one could
form a good idea of what it would be when
finished, and admire the beauty of it. It
was only then that this charitable gentleman
told his Lordship, Bishop Cagliero, that he
intended giving the whole building to the
Salesians, with full liberty to make an
orphanage or college out of it as they
should think best. The elegant Chapel was
soon completed, and there seemed to be a
rivalry among the people as to who should
furnish the magnificent marble altar, who
the pulpit, who the lamps, who this who
that, and in less than no time the chapel
was provided abundantly with all necessaries,
and only stood in need of the consecration
to be thrown open to the public for Divine
worship. At first we thought to have that
ceremony performed on a scale in proportion
to our feeble means, but little by little it
assumed such dimensions that we ourselves
were astonished at it, and could not but
marvel at the wonderful change which had
taken place in four years in this town. On
this occasion the Salesians were honoured by
the visit of the first ecclesiastical and civil
dignitaries of the country.

We commenced by inviting the President
of the Eepublic, Sefior Luis Saens Pefia, ta
take the lead in the proceedings, and the
Most Eeverend Archbishop of Buenos Ayres
as officiant in the sacred function. When
they were both made acquainted with the
object of our festivities they accepted readily
and told us, the first that he would bring
all his family along with him, and the other
an auxiliary Bishop and a considerable
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number of Priests. When we saw that we
had obtained so easily what, we had asked
for, and even more than that, we were in
a fine fix about the reception and the
lodging for all those grand people. But
our stupefaction ran up at the rate of eighty
miles an hour when we were informed that
not only all the notabilities of the city were
coming to honour us by their presence, but
that from Buenos Ayres a little army of
Governors, Ministers prime and otherwise,
generals, doctors, members of scores of
divers associations of all descriptions. Ad-
mirals, Army and Navy Officers and many
others, besides, had started, and were coming
along by forced marches to be present at
the inauguration services, and to form a
worthy escort to the President of the Re-
public.

But, yes, now begin our troubles and we
are fairly at our wits’ end. How ever are
we going to find accommodation for all those
people? It is no use asking ourselves the
question a thousand times, so we put our
heads together and decide on immediate
action, trusting in Providence for the rest.
Our Superior Father Michael Borghino,
with his practical manner so well known
to you, calls together our principal bene-
factors in the town, and there and then
forms half a dozen committees to provide,
one the lodgings, another the victuals,
another this, another that. As for us we
must reduce ourselves to the smallest compass
possible, and a general removal and turning
out of rooms commenced. But when all the
possible nooks and corners were filled with
ourselves, we found that we had been
able to turn out of six rooms only; in the
college same result.

There they were, twelve rooms in all, as
bare as when the builders left them. But
we could not leave them like that.

A minute search was made through the
house to find something to put in them,
but no use, nothing was found.

So one of us took his hat and went to
one and another of our lady Co-operators
to tell them most privately and under the
greatest possible secrecy our new trouble.
In less than a day, from the four corners
of the city , carpets, chairs, beds and all
the requisites to furnish the rooms with a
luxury they were little accustomed to,
arrived by cartloads. There was another
of our troubles settled, and in the excitement
caused by the removal of all the furniture
that came on like a storm, we had not
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noticed the storm which had gathered on
the face of our confrére to whose care was
confided the something that we call choir.
When approached prudently, we learn from
him that all the effect of his labours will
be entirely lost if a brass band does not
come to his assistance. But a brass band
requires instruments, and excepting a few
tin cans and a penny drum, a relic of our
last Christmas tree, we had nothing to bring
forward in that line. And even had we
found instruments, we should have been
at a loss to find people to play them.

We determined to write to the good Su-
perior of our House at Buenos Ayres, and
to ask him to send, by the next train, his
brass band, instruments and instrumentalists.
So off went the letter! but, oh Heavens!
what had we done! That meant seventy
more to be lodged for a week. But the
House was full, there was a bed in every
corner. Besides this, our kitchen is very
small and the number of our guests very
largo. Well, never mind, we must arrange
something or other, and Providence is so
good! When we were just at the very end
of our wits, in came a gentleman who
charitably placed at our disposal his large
storage rooms, which were readily turned
into dormitories to afford accommodation for
all.  Some persons sent in mattressesr
blankets, dinner services, etc. Others were
even so thoughtful as to send us a good
supply of fowls, turkeys and so forth, things
which are somewhat rare in a Salesian
kitchen.

But in the midst of all these preparations,
time went by quickly, and some one had
to go to meet our dear Bishop, Mgr. Ca-
gliero who was coming from Patagonia.

Since his return from Europe it was the
first time that he visited Bahia Bianca,
and whilst they were away we set to work
to prepare a reception not altogether un-
worthy of his person and of the great love
and esteem which we hold him in. He
arrived here with his secretary Father Pi-
rola, a week before the feast. The academy
or soiree prepared for him, was attended
by all the people of rank in the town, and
his Lordship was exceedingly well received
by the whole population, who admired in
him the artist, the Apostle and the faithful
reproduction of Don Bosco himself. That
little family feast was but a prelude to
greater ones, entailing on us enormous
labour, so we all went to work with renewed
strength and courage. Here a temporary
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kitchen was established, there an arch erect-
ed, one looked after the decorations, another
the illuminations, a third whilst preparing
the banquet hall kept an eye on the rehearsal
of the theatricals , and even his Lordship
Mgr. Cagliero took part in the work, by
practising our three hundred and odd boys
to kiss the Archbishop’s ring in all due
form and style. OId Father Time, as a rule,
travels very quickly but then he seemed to
be sitting on horseback galloping as fast as
he conld, and betore we were well aware
of it we had reached the 12th inst.,—the
appointed day for the arrival of our dear
guests. By the same train arrived the
brass band, at whose disposal two splendid
first class sleeping carriages had been placed
by the Railway Company. At 9p. m. a
special train brought the President of the
Republic, the Archbishop and Bishops with
other eminent guests. The saying motas in
fine velocior had found once more its real-
isation in us, and when we heard the train
steaming in, with a proud sigh of satisfaction
we could exclaim every thing is ready.
Deo gratias!

Arrival off the President of the
Republic, and the Right Rever-
end Archbishop.

A few seconds afterwards, the echoes of
a brilliant military march told us that our
guests had arrived. But here | ought to
tell you a little instance of his Lordship
Bishop Cagliero’s tact and kindness. He
had sent a deputation of clergy and boys,
and another composed of some of the most
eminent men in the city, tothe last station,—
where the presidential train stopped a
while,—to represent, the former the college,
the latter the city to welcome the travellers
into the district.

After paying their homage to the Arch-
bishop , they waited to be presented to the
President. At this juncture, by order of
the President, Father Pirola, the private
.secretary of Mgr. Cagliero, was invited into
his private carriage. The President detained
him for a considerable time, asking many
questions and showing a deep interest in
Don Bosco and his Mission in Bahia Blanca.
Another incident showing forth the pious
dispositions of the President of the Republic
took place at his arrival at Babhia.

As it was getting late, and as our visitors
had travelled some six hundred miles, all
thought it would be well for the travellers
to at once gain the houses where apartments
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had been prepared for them , and retire to
rest. But the President thought otherwise,
and directed the cortege to take the way
to the Church. The enthusiasm was indes-
cribable when the long file of gala carriages
passed through the rejoicing crowds. Ar-
rived at the Church the Archbishop entered
first, and our little choristers of San Carlos
rendered splendidly the magnificent Bene-
dictus by Madonno, and it was only after
receiving the Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, and having given such a splendid
example to his people that the President
would receive the homage of his subjects
and retire to rest.

The next two days, the 13th and 11th,
were spent by our illustrious guests in
visiting the city , the docks, the bay, the
public buildings et caetera. The evening
was spent at our little theatre, on the boards
of which, our little artists did their utmost,
and if they did not put all the most cele-
brated actors in the shade, it was certainly
not their fault or for want of good will.

Solemn Inauguration of the new
Church and College.

The blessing of the new Church had taken
place privately, and all our efforts were
concentrated on assuring the success of the
inauguration, which took place on the fol-
lowing Sunday.

But it will perhaps be best to quote here
the paper of the town :(— “A little after 11
a. m. on Sunday, the President ofthe Repub-
lic, accompanied by his escort which was
composed of members of the Municipality
and other eminent personages, entered the
Church of La Pieta. A hundred men of
the 10th regiment of the Line with their
brass band, had taken up their position in
front of the Church. It is not our intention
to describe here that magnificent building,
because thousands of visitors have already
admired it and we ourselves could not do
it justice. Immediately afterwards, the sa-
cred ministers left the sacristy and Solemn
High Mass began, Bishop Cagliero being
celebrant assisted by eminent clergy. On
the left, seats had been prepared for the
Most Reverend Archbishop of Buenos Ayres
and his Coadjutor Bishop, Mgr. Espinosa,
whilst on the right the throne of the celebrant
was erected.

“The President with the ministers, govern-
ors and twelve generals occupied a row
of seats in the front near the Altar rails,
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whilst a secéndone was filled by distinguished
civilians.

“The band and choir of San Carlos execut-
ed a Mass written in a really devotional
style, and which was much appreciated by
all.  They were highly complimented by
the President who declared that not even
excepting the Cathedral of Buenos Ayres,
in no Church had he seen or heard such
beautiful services.

“In an eloquent sermon composed and
delivered with great talent, the Rev. Father
Camillo Giordano, S. J., demonstrated the
necessity of a Church in every town and
village......

“When Mass was finished, the President
and other guests adjourned to the adjoining
College where the act of donation of the
Church and College was read by a solicitor,
and signed by the President, the Archbishop,
Bishops Cagliero and Espinosa, the two
first authorities of Bahia Blanca and lastly
by the solicitor himself. The President of
the Republic, in a few words, declared
himself honoured in attaching his signature
to an act of this kind. He praised the
generosity of the donor, and congratulated
Bishop Cagliero upon the gift made through
him to the Salesian Congregation, to which
the Republic was already indebted for so
many benefits.

The speech was interrupted and closed
by loud and sustained applause, and a
distribution of memorial medals commenced,
the President himself being the distributor.

The next day ought to have seen a re-
petition of the preceding day’s solemnities,
but our distinguished guests could not stop
with us any longer, their numerous occu-
pations calling them back to their respective
spheres ofaction}they left us in the morning,
but not until they had again expressed their
entire satisfaction with all they had seen
and heard. But although we were sorry
to lose these distinguished persons, the
sacred functions were gone through as fixed
upon in the programme, and High Mass
was celebrated by Father Pirola, and Mr.
Lucchini’s master piece was rendered by
the choir. But the solemnities could not
be closed without Bishop Cagliero addres-
sing the people. He did so with his usual
eloquence, and after thanking, in Don Bosco’s
name, our generous benefactor, and all
those who in any way had taken part in
our work, he thanked our Lord for having
granted that in the immense solitude of
the Pampas a temple, erected to His honour,
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should at last be found. He pointed out
that the foundation of that Church and
Orphanage in a surburb of the town would
be a cause of development to the city.
He based his assertion on what had been
witnessed in Turin, Buenos Ayres and San
Paulo in Brazil, where the Salesian House
and Church had also risen in an almost
deserted suburb, and had been the means
of drawing a crowded population into that
district.

Great liopes for Rallia Blanca’s

future.

Bishop Cagliero spoke of things within
his knowledge, and in fact, almost immedi-
ately after the return of the President to
Buenos Ayres, the daily papers gave long
articles on the importance of that rising
city, confirming all that his Lordship had
said. It was called the future Liverpool
of the Argentine Republic. It was seriously
spoken of establishing at the entrance of
its magnificent bay a naval port, and the
necessity of extending the railway lines was
clearly shown, which would then put it in
communication with all the Midland prov-
inces, and even with Chili. And if that
were accomplished what future would not
Bahia Blanca have to look forward to, both
from a strategical and commercial point
of view! Situated in a central position on
the Argentine sea-board, and almost in the
same latitude as the naval port of the rival
nation, it would be a match for its naval
forces. Here, too, in about twenty four
hours, military and naval forces can come
from all parts of the country. As a centre
of commerce it embraces a large productive
zone and would, doubtless, in a short time,
become a rival if not a superior city to
Buenos Ayres, on account of all the advan-
tages it can claim. The entrance to its
harbour is easier and will become less and
less expensive, and also the distance from
most parts would be shortened because of
the difficulties of reaching Buenos Ayres.

These reasons and others similar, and the
not at all impracticable idea of making it
the capital of the province, assure not only
the possibility of a glorious future but make
it a matter of fact. And in view of this we
also work with more zeal and ardour at the
foundation of that prosperity, namely its
moral and religious progress and stability,
without which no material progress can last
or be useful.
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Our dear Bishop, Mgr. Cagliero, before
returning to Patagonia preached a short
Retreat to the children belonging to our
College and the Sisters Home, thus re-
maining another week with us, and affording
us thereby great pleasure and benefit.

And now our festivities were at an end,
and thanks be to God, to the general
satisfaction.

We have resumed our usual occupations,
thanking God, Who so visibly protects and
helps us through our Benefactors and Co-
operators } we trust that when these present
buildings have become too small, as they
soon will be, they will again help us with
their alms, prayers and influence to erect
what the times require.

But now | must finish , having already
gone beyond all reasonable limits. Hoping
the narration will afford you consolation,
dear Reverend Father, I present you with
the kind regards and filial love of your sons
of Bahia Blanca, and ask a blessing for
them and particularly for

Your son in J. C.

Charles DalPEra,
Salesian Missionary.

THE STORY OF THE ORATORY

OK

DON BOSCO'S OPENING APOSTOLATE.

Chapter YII. — fContinued.)

A word, a sign, sometimes a mere glance
was enough to check a conversation, prevent
a disorder and impose silence on four
hundred and more young tongues. Once
they were all busy running, playing and
shouting when Don Bosco wanted to speak
to them : at a sign from his hand all clatter
and games ceased at once, and they gathered
round him to hear his orders. At this sight
a carabineer who had been standing looking
on for some time, could not help exclaiming :
“If this priest were a general of an army
he would be able to fight against the most
warlike armies in the world, and be quite
sure of victory.”

In connection with war and soldiers, it
will be well to remember that in those days
people began to talk of revolutions and
popular outbreaks in many parts of Italy ;

BULLETIN

hence this affection and obedience on the
part of the boys gave a new impulse to the
absurd saying that Don Bosco, with their
aid, might become a dangerous man, and at
some time or other excite a revolution in
the city. This idle talk found credence with
the local authorities, and especially with the
Marquis de Cavour, father of the famous
Gustave and Camillo, then Governor of
Turin, that is to say Chief of the city
authorities. Some time before, he had seen
Don Bosco in the fields of the so-called
Cittadella, sitting on the ground in the
midst of a crowd of boys. He was trying,
in that sweet manner of his, to instil into
their minds some good religious and moral
thoughts. Cavour asked :

—“Who on earth is that priest in the
midst of those little urchins'?”

—*“It is Don Bosco” was the answer made
him.

—*“Don Bosco! O he is afool”-said the ami-
able Marquis—* otherwise he would be a man
fitto be brought into the Senate.” He meant
to say that he deserved to be put in the
prisons of the palace, still called the Senate.

W ith these absurd notions of his, we shall
not be surprised that he did and said what
is now going to be related.

The Marquis had Don Bosco summoned
to the municipal palace, and after a long
discourse about the false reports then spread
about the Oratory and its Director, he wound
up by saying:—

“l am quite persuaded that the meetings
of your boys are dangerous, and therefore
I cannot tolerate them. Take my advice
then, my dear Don Bosco, leave these rascals
alone, because they will only prove a nuisance
to yourself and a trouble to the public
authorities.”

Don Bosco answered: —

—*“1 have 110 other aim, my Lord Marquis,
than to better the condition of these poor
children of the people. 1 do not ask for
money ; | ask only to be able to gather them
together in some place where they may stay
and amuse themselves. My object is to
prevent them from wandering about the city,
and also to instruct them in Religion and
good manners. By this means | hope to be
able to diminish the number of street-roughs
and inmates of the prisons.”

—“You deceive yourself,” replied the
Marquis, “and you are throwing all your
labour to the winds. And then, where shall
you find the means to pay for lodgings, and
to bear the expenses which these vagabonds
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cost? | tell you again, therefore, that |
cannot allow these meetings any longer.77

—“The results already obtained assure me
that | do not labour in vain. Many boys,
who had been entirely neglected, have been
already gathered together and freed from
evident danger of irréligion and immorality.
They have been sentto learn some trade orcraft
under a good master, to the greatadvantage
of themselves, of the family, and of society.
Material means, up to the present, have not
failed me; they are in the hands of God,
Who is accustomed with little to do much,
and even from nothing to draw all things.77

—“Be patient, Don Bosco, obey me without
raising difficulties, and promise me to break
up these meetings.77

—*“Grant me this favour, my Lord Marquis,
not for myself, but for the good of so many
boys, who would perhaps end badly, without
this Oratory.77

This noble resistance on the part of Don
Bosco, annoyed the Marquis, who answered,
somewhat in anger:—

—*“Be silent, I am not here to argue the
point with you. Your Oratory is a disorder,
which | will and must prevent. Are you
ignorant, perhaps, that every assembly is
prohibited, where it is not legally permitted?7

—*“My assembly,7 replied Don Bosco, not
in the least intimidated, “has no political
aim, but is purely religious. | only teach
Catechism to poor boys, with the permission
and approval of the Archbishop.7

—*“Is the Archbishop informed of these
matters?7/

—“He is fully informed, since up till now
I have not taken a step without his consent.77

—*“If the Archbishop were to tell you to
desist from this ridiculous undertaking,
would you raise any difficulty?7/

—*“None at all : | have begun this work
and have carried it on up till now, with the
advice of my Ecclesiastical Superior, and at
a simple sign from him, | will abandon it
at once.77

—*“Very well, go away now; and | will
see the Archbishop. | hope that you will
not show yourself obstinate against his
orders. Otherwise | shall be obliged to adopt
severe measures.7/

Thus terminated that conversation, followed
afterwards by other disturbances no less
unpleasant, with which the enemy of the
human race tried to beat down Don Bosco®
courage and destroy his work.
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Chapter VIII.

New and final notice to quit-The
word of a prophet and the tears
of a friend—D on 150seo0 is turned
ont ofthe Refuge—A bandoned—A
lunatic of*fa new kind—A pilgrim -
age to the MadonnadiCampagna
—T he ringing of*the bells.

An illustrious French writer, in a little
treatise on Don Bosco and his work, when
speaking of the boys who attended the
Oratory in the beginning, made use of a
beautiful simile which I am glad to record
here:—“Just as on a winter’s day7/, he
writes, “the little birds are seen gathering
together in numbers, where a providential
hand has scattered the grain which is to
feed them ; so numbers of little children and
boys, whom the world cares not for, were
thronging in crowds round Don Bosco.77

He spoke the truth, since, as many at the
present day are fully aware, Catechism,
instructions , sermons , edifying stories, be-
coming conversations and pleasant amuse-
ments, which Don Bosco gave them in their
days of greatest danger, were the very means
which saved them from irréligion, from im-
morality and bad ways ;—they were their
salvation and their life. “But7/, to continue
the pleasing comparison, “justas it sometimes
happens that an ill-natured person frightens
away the birds that are pecking at their
food, and forces them to look for more
elsewhere, so did it happen more than once
to the first children of Don Bosco, the little
birds of the Oratory. They, too, were
constrained to fly first from the Church of
St. Francis d7Assisi, then from the Ospi-
daletto, next from the Molini in the city,
afterwards from St. Peter in Vinculis, again
from the Moretta house, and finally from
the spacious field,77—as we are now about
to relate.

After the conversation with the Marquis
de Cavour, Don Bosco thought that he would
have been able to pass some time in peace
with his boys. How great then was his grief
when upon returning home from the Palazzo
di Citta, he found a letter in which the
brothers Defilippi gave him notice to quit
the field which they had let him for the
whole year!—*“ Your boys7/, wrote these
gentlemen, “with their continual trampling
on our field, will destroy the very roots of
the grass. We are, however, content to
remit the rent now due, on condition that
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you leave us free to enter our field again
within a fortnight. We cannot grant you
a longer delay.77

And so poor Don Bosco had to make his
bow and go elsewhere. There seemed to be
a net-work of deep-set plots; but they were
only trials which Our Lord sent to Don
Bosco, in order to bring out more promi-
nently the work to which he had set his
hand.

When the news of these and other dif-
ficulties, which arose at every step, got
about, some friends of Don Bosco, instead
of encouraging him to persevere , began to
suggest to him to abandon the undertaking
altogether. Some of them who saw that he
was always thinking about the Oratory, that
he did not seem to know how to tear himself
away from the boys, that he was always
visiting during the week, where they were
working, that on feast days he looked after
them with a more than fatherly tenderness,
in short that he was always speaking to
them or of them, began to think that he
was perhaps afflicted with monomania and
on the way to become mad. For this reason
they tried to distract him as much as they
could. One day that incomparable friend
of his, the theologian Borei himself, in the
presence of Father Sebastian Pacehiotti,
another pious priest attached to the Refuge,
began to speak to him thus :—

—“My dear Don Bosco, in order not to
place us in danger of losing everything, it
is better to save a part. Letus, then, send
away nearly all the boys in the Oratory,
keeping only about twenty of the youngest.
Whilst we are occupying ourselves with
these few, God will open for us the way to
do more, providing us with means and a
suitable place.77

Don Bosco, who even then foresaw what
by Divine mercy really happened later on,
like a person certain of what he said,
answered:—

—“You know Father, how hard it has
been for us to rescue from the path of evil
so large a number of boys, and how well
they have corresponded to our cares. My
opinion is, therefore, that it would not be
right for us to abandon them to themselves
and to the perils of the world again, as this
would prove very dangerous to their souls.
You bring forward as reasons the want of
place and means. There is no need to
be afraid, since place and means are both
ready : there is a beautiful house, an ample
play-ground, wide cloisters and a magnificent
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Church with Priests, clerics, catechistsr
masters and assistants, ready at a sign.7/

—“But where are all these things'?7 asked
the good theologian.

—*“1 cannot say where they are now,” said
Don Bosco, “but they do exist and they are
for us.77

When Father Borei heard these words,
he was, as he himself assured us, when
narrating the story in after years to some
of our oldest members, deeply moved. It
seemed to him that in this assertion there
was a clear proof of the madness of his dear
friend, and he exclaimed : “Poor Don Bosco !
certainly his head has given way.7 Then
not being able to control his pent-up feelings
any longer, he approached him, kissed him
and then went away shedding warm tears.
Father Pacchiotti, too, looked at him com-
passionately, and saying : “Poor Bon Bosco'7,
also retired in sorrow.

(To be continued).
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