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II. IM P O R TA N T!

EXTRACTS FROM THE DIPLOMA OF THE ASSOCIATION OF

SALESIAN CO-OPERATORS.
CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT 

of the Association.
1. — All who have reached 16 years of age may

become Co -o p e r a t o r s  if they so desire, and 
seriously intend to act according to the spirit 
of the Association.

*
2. — The Association is humbly commended to the

protection and benevolence of the Sovereign 
Pontiff, and of all Bishops and Priests in their 
respective dioceses and parishes, on whom 
it shall depend without reserve in everything 
relating to our holy religion.

*
3. — The Superior General of the Salesian Congre­

gation shall also be the Superior of the 
Association of Co-operators.

*

4. — The Directors of the several Houses of the
Salesian Congregation are authorized to 
enrol new Members , whose names and 
addresses they shall immediately forward 
to the Superior General, so that they may 
be regularly enrolled in the Register of the 
Association. *

5. — In districts wherein there is no Salesian
House, when the number of the Co-operators 
amounts to at least ten, one of them should 
be selected as President—preferably an 
ecclesiastic—who will assume the title of 
Decurión, and take upon himself the cor­
respondence with the Superior, or with the 
Director of any of the Salesian Houses.

*

6. — All Members may freely communicate with
the Superior, and lay before him any 
matter whatever they may deem worthy of 
consideration. *

7. — At least every three months, the Associate
will receive a printed Report of the works 
that have been accomplished ; the proposals 
that have come to hand, bearing on the 
purposes of the Association ; and finally, 
the new enterprises to be undertaken for 
the glory of God and the good of our fellow- 
creatures. In the Annual Report this latter 
point will be treated more diffusely, so that 
Members may have a clear general idea of 
the Works to be accomplished in the ensuing 
year.

The names of the Associates who have 
passed to eternity during the year, shall 
also be forwarded to the Members of the 
Association, in order that they may be 
remembered in the prayers of all their 
brethren.

[The “Salesian Bulletin” has long since taken the 
place of the printed Report spoken of above.—E d . ]

— Every year, on the Feasts of St. Francis of 
Sales and of Our Lady Help of Christians 
(January, 29, and May, 24) the Decurions 
should organize assemblies of all the mem­
bers in their respective districts, so that 
the whole Association may unite in spirit 
and prayer with their brethren of the 
Salesian Congregation, invoking for one an­
other the continued protection of these our 
Glorious Patrons, and the grace of persever­
ance and zeal in the arduous undertaking 
that our charity and the love of God have 
imposed upon us in conformity with the 
spirit of our Congregation.

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES.
1. — There is no exterior practice prescribed

for the Salesian Co-operators. In order, 
however, that their life may in some points 
approach to the life of Professed Religious, 
we recommend to them the following ; that 
is to say, modesty in their apparel ; frugality 
in their meals ; simplicity in their furniture ; 
reserve in their speech ; and exactness in 
the duties of their state : they should also 
be careful to have the repose and sanctifica­
tion prescribed an all Feasts of Obligation 
exactly observed by those over whom their 
authority extends.

*
2. — They are advised to make a Spiritual Retreat

of some days in the course of every year ; 
and, on the last day of every month, or 
on such other as may suit their convenience 
better, to make the exercise of a holy Death, 
going to Confession and Communion, as 
though it were really tobe their last. For 
the annual Retreat , and also on the day 
upon which they make the Exercise for 
a Holy Death, they can gain a Plenary 
Indulgence. *

3. — All the Associates should say one “Pater,”
and one “Ave,” daily, in honour of 
St. Francis of Sales for the intentions of 
the Sovereign Pontiff. Priests, and those 
who recite the Canonical Hours, are dis­
pensed from this Prayer. For them, it will 
suffice to add their intention to the recita­
tion of the Office.

*
4. — They are recommended, furthermore, fre­

quently to approach to the Sacraments of 
Penance and of the Holy Eucharist; the 
Associates being able, every time they do 
this, to gain a Plenary Indulgence.*

5. — All these Indulgences, both Plenary and
Partial, can be applied, by way of Suffrage, 
to the souls in Purgatory, with the ex­
ception of that for the hour of death, which 
is exclusively personal, and can be gained 
only when the soul is about to enter into 
eternity.
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I have no greater joy than to hear 

that my children walk in truth...
We ought therefore to help breth­
ren and pilgrims that we may 
be co-operators to the truth.

(Ill St. J ohn, 4 and 8.)
Till I come, attend nnto reading, 

to exhorting and to instructing.
(I T imothy, iv , 13

Of works d ivine the d ivlnest is to 
co-operate w ith  God in the saving  
of souls. (St. D en ts .)

A tender love of our fellow-crea- 
tures is one of the great and 
excellent gifts that Divine Good­
ness grants to man.

(St. F rancis de  Sales.)
lll llll lllll llll» lllllll ll!!lllllllllllllllll!lllllll!lllllllllllil|ill'i» lllll|[llllllllllllllllllllllllli;illlllllllllllilllilllllllllllllll» llll[» lllllllllllllllillll» lllllllllllllll!ll!l» lllllllllllllllll» llllllll» lll!!r!ÏIlllllillllllllllir ilH liH !|!ll!IIH IIIIIIIIIIIIIillllllllllllH llli

N O . 3 4 .  Ê t l Û U é t  1 3 ,  1 § Q 3 .  , traM uissionabroad

Whosoever shall receive one such 
little child in my name receiveth 
me.

(Matt, x v iii , 5.)

To your care I commend infancy 
and youth ; zealously attend to 
their Christian education; place 
in their hands such books as 
may teach them to fly from vice 
and steadily walk in the path 
of virtue.

(Pius IX.)
Redouble your energies and talents 

in the rescue oí infancy and 
youth from the snares of corrup­
tion and infidelity, and thus 
prepare a new generation.

(Leo XIII.)

PUBLISHED it  the “Oratorio Salesloo,”—Yaldqcco, TURIN, ITALY.

A NEW, TOKEN OF BENEVOLENCE
FROM THE HOLY FATHER.

3 |^ s  managing president of the 
IfÉL Congress of Bologna and 
Superior General of the Salesian 
Congregation, Don Rua has also 
written a brief account of the 
proceedings of the Congress and 
sent it to His Holiness, through 
Mgr. Tarozzi, Latin secretary to 
the Holy Father.

The Holy Father deigned to 
accept with great benevolence 
that account, and has caused his 
satisfaction to be expressed to

Don Rua and all the Congress- 
is ts , granting them again his 
Apostolic blessing. We are glad 
to say tha t Mgr. Tarozzi has 
written a letter well calculated 
to give us great joy. We quote 
a passage from that letter. “The 
account which you sent has given 
great consolation to the Holy 
Father, who charges me to thank 
the Superior o f the Salesians for  
it, as well as the whole Congre­
gation. His Holiness hopes that 
the Sons o f Don Bosco will reap 
abundant fruits o f salvation in 
their enterprises, to which also 
numerous Co-operators will give 
their ever increasing support and 
help.”



* 1 I L

ON THE FEAST OF ST. JOACHIM.

•*Jï>

WITH HEARTS TOUCHED AND FULL OF GRATITUDE TOWARDS GOD 

WHO HAS WILLED TO GRANT YOU TO HIS CHURCH 

IN THESE TIMES SO TRYING AND YET SO RICH IN TRIUMPHS 

THE SALESIANS, THE DAUGHTERS OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS,

AND THE SALESIAN CO-OPERATORS 

RENEW TO-DAY THEIR PRAYERS FOR YOU

O MOST HOLY FATHER
ANGEL OF PEACE AND OF LOYE 

LIVING IN THE MIDST OF THE BITTERNESS AND PAIN.

WE HATE SEEN YOU FROM THE HEIGHT OF THE VATICAN 

BLESSING US ALL GATHERED TOGETHER AT BOLOGNA 

IN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS.

WHILST IN THAT GREAT THOUGHT OF YOUR HEART 

YOU WERE CALLING TO UNION AND TO GLORIOUS PEACE 

THE EASTERN DISSENTIENTS,

YOU REMINDED THEM OF THEIR ANCIENT DEEDS AND GLORY.

YOU ALSO STRETCHED OUT THAT HAND WHICH CAUSES MIRACLES TO BE RENEWED,

TO ENGLAND

WHO HAS LIVED FOR THREE CENTURIES FAR FROM HER MOTHER !

MAY SHE RETRACE HER WANDERING STEPS 

IN THE BLESSED FOOT-PRINTS OF HER FATHERS,

AND SHE WiLL BE EMBRACED WITH A CHRISTIAN LOVE SO EARNEST,

THAT THE WHOLE WORLD WILL EXULT IN HER HAPPINESS.
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HIS LORDSHIP MONSIGNOR COSTAMÂGNÂ 
in audience with the Holy Father.

Rome, June 20 th, 1895.

f j have ju s t  liad the  g rea t happiness of
__; being adm itted in  private audience w ith

H is Holiness, who lias deigned to converse 
witli me for above a qu arte r of an hour. I t  
is needless for me to say how consoling th is 
conversation w ith  the  Y icar of Our Lord 
Jesu s C hrist was.

Leo X II I .  is now eighty  six years old, 
bu t, is, no tw ithstanding  his age, in  perfect 
h ea lth , and in  full possession of all his 
in tellectual faculties.

On entering  alone his p rivate  ro o m , I  
k n e lt before him  as p rescrib ed :— u Gome on, 
<come o n said the  Holy F a th e r, u come o?i, 
Monsignor Costamagna. Sow  are yon?” I  
kissed his slipper and r in g , and th en  in 
com pliance w ith his wish, sa t down by the  
side of my august in terrogato r. B u t I  could 
n o t long rem ain seated ; for such g reat 
k indness and m ajesty completely overwhelmed 
me, and I  could only throw  m yself a t his feet 
to answer his m ost affectionate and amiable 
questions.

H is H oliness wished to learn  from me a 
num ber of th in g s concerning Ecuador, which 
is a t p resent a prey to a m ost cruel re v ­
olution. H e also made enquiries about my 
difficult mission among th e  Jívaros ; and 
having  received th is and other inform ation, 
he m ade me give him  a detailed account of 
th e  A rgen tine  Republic, M. Saenz P eña 
(whom he esteems highly), M. TJriban (in 
whom he places his g reat hopes), the  fu tu re  
A rchbishop of B uenos-A yres, the  Y icar 
C apitu lar, M onsignor B oneo , and our dear 
M onsignor Espinosa. H is H oliness th en  
desired  me to tell him about the Salesian 
Houses in  A m eric a , and more especially 
about those situated  in the  A rgentine R e­
public. G reat was his surprise w hen he 
learned th a t  th is  sole R epublic possesses 
tw enty  Houses, nine of w hich are w ithin 
th e  city of Buenos-Ayres.

The Sovereign P ontiff spoke for a few 
moments of th e  deplorable state  in  which 
th e  Republics of South A m erica are plunged, 
and  of the  difficulties which the Catholic 
C hurch has to deal w ith in  those countries ; 
and  while thus giving expression to these 
sad  considerations, I  could not help noticing

the  wrinkles in  his forehead, and I  saw his 
face, which usually  wore a kindly  smile, 
becoming suddenly melancholy.

I  need not say how fervently I  recom m end­
ed to the  Holy F a th e r , my successor as 
H ead  of the Salesian H ouses in th e  A rg en ­
tine Republic, beseeching him to bless him  
and  to obtain for him of the  Lord J e s u s , 
all th e  stren g th  required  to walk coura­
geously am idst th e  num berless difficulties 
in  store for him  in th e  discharge of h is 
duties.

A t my re q u es t, H is Holiness deigned to 
authorize my successor F a th e r Joseph  Ye- 
sp ig n a n i, to confer th e  P ap a l blessing on 
each of the Salesian Houses, as well as on 
those of the  D aughters of M ary H elp of 
C hristians, s ituated  in the  A rgentine R e­
public.

N ever shall I  forget those dear Salesians, 
who have during  so m any years shared  
w ith  me both th e  pains and the  joys of th a t  
Mission ; and whom I  have ever cherished, 
not as b re th ren  only, bu t as beloved sons. A nd  
how could I  forget them  when I  k n e lt a t 
th e  feet of th e  Y icar of Jesus C hrist? I t  
seemed to me I  saw them  all gathered  round 
me, conversing, beseeching, and together 
w ith me inundated  as it  were w ith heavenly 
consolation, before th is liv ing m iracle of the  
p resen t century.

I  obtained also a special blessing for all 
th e  Salesian Co-operators of Am erica, for 
Mgr. Cagliero, M gr. L asagna, Mgr. F agnano 
and their respective missions. I  th en  begged 
leave to present to His Holiness th e  homage 
of his Em inence th e  C ardinal A rchbishop of 
M ilan, who had  been k ind  enough to give 
me the  m ost cordial hosp itality  in his own 
palace, when I  was g iving a conference in  
his episcopal city. This homage was received 
by H is H oliness w ith m arked pleasure, and 
he blessed th is  cham pion of our holy re lig­
ion , his c le rg y , his sem inary , th e  new 
Salesian In s titu te  and all the  Co-operators 
in  M ilan. Then th e  conversation tu rn ed  on 
th e  pious work of u Sunday rest” recently  
established a t M ilan; a work w hich H is 
H oliness blessed most particu larly , and upon 
which he called down th e  grace of increase 
and perseverance. The holy F a th e r b r ig h t­
ened up, his eyes became anim ated, and a 
smile illum ined his face.

I  also m entioned the preparations th a t 
are being m ade in  the  cap ital of Lom bardy, 
w ith a view to th e  th irteen th  E ucharistie  
Congress, which is to take place in Septem ­
ber nex t; and when in answer to the  holy
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F a th e r I  told liim tlia t I  should be present 
a t th e  Congress , he encouraged me most 
earnestly , and exhorted me not to fail under 
any p re tex t whatever.

My h ea rt still overflowed w ith the joy and 
enthusiasm  which I  experienced a t Bologna 
during  the  days of the Salesian Congress, 
when in  company w ith his Eminence C ar­
dinal Svam pa, th a t  g reat and  am iable p e r­
sonage.

I  could not restra in  myself from entering 
upon th a t  subject w ith H is H oliness, who 
seemed to be well acquainted w ith all the  
circum stances of th a t  g reat event, and in a 
m ost consoling m anner u tte red  repeated ly : 
“ 0/¿, what labour does not that Cardinal im ­
pose upon him self! Yes, to him is dice the 
splendid success o f  the Congress ; to him also 
the victory icon by the Catholics in the admin­
istrative e l e c t i o n s In  connection w ith the  
adm inistrative elections, H is Holiness con­
tinued  to speak w ith g reat satisfaction of 
another im portan t victory, viz, th a t  which 
th e  Catholics of T urin have obtained. H is 
H oliness spoke in  term s of g reat praise of 
our A rchbishop, M onsignor R iccardi. u Mon­
signor R i c c a r d i said he, u is a providential 
Archbishop , cut out fo r  the needs of the city 
and the Archdiocese o f  Turin. He loves his 
flock and his flock loves him . He is moreover 
a real and energetic defender o f  P ontiff and 
Church, and therefore I  charge you to convey 
to him my cordial salutations, together icitli 
my most hearty thanks ”

I  b rought our interview  to a close by  
telling  the  Holy F a th e r th a t  when th e  so­
lem nities of the  Sacred H eart were over I  
would re tu rn  to T urin  in order to keep the 
F easts of Don Bosco and Don R ua ; and I 
asked in favour of the  la tte r, a special b les­
sing extending to all th e  Salesians and th e ir 
Co-operators. u Oh Hon B u a , Hon R ua” ex­
claimed th e  holy F a th e r, w ith visible sa tis ­
faction, uyes, my blessing to him and to all, 
and a liappy Feast, In  the name o f  the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost ?”

A fterw ards the Holy F a th e r blessed my 
bro ther Louis, his family and all the  in h ab ­
itan ts  of C aram agna, my birthp lace ; and he 
then  perm itted  our dear P rocurato r General, 
F a th e r Caesar Cagliero, and F a th e r Michael 
Fassio, m issionary of Chili, to be introduced. 
H e heard  their requests, blessed them , as 
also th e  children of th e  O ratory of the S a­
cred H eart, who, according to the  promise 
of F a th e r Cagliero, were to offer up th e ir 
nex t m orning’s holy communion for H is H o ­
liness.

W e then  took leave of the Holy F a th er, 
who addressing us in a few affectionate 
words, recommended us to th e  omnipotence 
and mercy of our Lord. Heo et Mariae gra­
tias.

J a m e s

Titular Bishop of Colonia.

------- ;----------------------------------------------------

DON RUA IN PALESTINE
(  Conclusion.)
JERUSALEM.

On M onday th e  4th of M arch , our tra v ­
ellers s ta rted  for Jerusalem . The biblical 
souvenirs still scattered profusely in  th e ir 
way, gave rise to m any and m any in teresting  
and edifying reminiscences. Before reaching  
th e  G ate of Jaffa, they  passed the  G ehenna, 
reduced to-day to a foul pond filled w ith  
s tag n an t w aters. This is w here the  idol of 
Moloch, th e  false god to whom so m any 
poor little  children used to be sacrificed, 
once stood. On the rig h t frowned a fortress 
w ith time-worn black w a lls , designated 
as th e  tower of D avid, because it  was erect­
ed on th e  precise spot where the  R o y a l, 
P rophet once dwelt. Don R ua, like th e  
Crusaders of old, would have liked to hu rry  
on to the  Holy Sepulchre, b u t a sense of 
du ty  and  civility compelled him  first to p re ­
sent his homage to the L atin  P a tria rch  M gr. 
P iavi, w ho, no tw ithstanding  his precarious 
s ta te  of hea lth , received him in the  m ost 
friendly m anner. On leaving, Don R ua 
desired to be introduced to the  coadjutor 
of th e  P a tria rch , his Lordship M gr. A ppodia. 
He was happy to m eet there , also, Canon 
Villanis*, an old pupil of th e  O ratory a t 
T urin and  the  Rev. F a th e r Scanzo who for 
years was a most active fellow-worker w ith 
Canon Belloni.

The next place Don R ua w ent to was th e  
Sem inary. Scarcely had  he reached  the  
terrace from which a m agnificent view of 
the  whole city can be had, when the Sem in­
arists came to g reet him  and receive h is 
blessing. O ur venerated  Superior did no t 
w ant m uch pressing to address a few w ords 
to them , and, w ith his well know n kindness, 
pointed out to them  the necessity of th a t

# We are sorry to have to record here the death, 
of Canon Villanis, which occurred shortly after the  
above-mentioned visit. R. I. P.
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solid love of study  and p iety  whicli every 
sem inarist ought to have, in order to fulfil 
w orthily the p a r t of the work allo tted  to 
him  in th a t Mission. Our pilgrim s p resen t­
ed nex t th e ir respects to th e  Yery Rev. 
G uard ian  of th e  Holy L and the Superior

after a v isit to the  I ta lian  Consul, Don R ua 
could a t la s t satisfy  his devotion. I  dare 
not say anyth ing  of the emotion th a t he felt 
a t the Holy Sepulchre and on M ount C alvary. 
S topping a t each of the  places th a t were 
enriched w ith indulgences, he showed plainly

G eneral of all the  F ranciscan m onasteries 
in  the  E ast. M. L edoulx , Gonsul-general 
o f F rance, received Don R ua w ith the utm ost 
kindness, presented him to his family and 
gave evident m arks of the in tere st he takes 
in  th e  Salesian works. In  the  a fte rn o o n ,

his sorrow on being obliged to leave so soon 
those hallowed spo ts, everlasting proofs of 
Je su s’ love. B u t n ig h t set in, and th e  
F ranciscan F a th ers  were w aiting for him  
to begin supper. They gave him a room 
close to the Holy Sepulchre, so th a t  nex t
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m orning, he m ight celebrate Holy Mass on 
th e  spot. A  place of special in terest for 
our dear visitors was the  Carm elite convent, 
w hich rises on th e  very spot where O ur 
Lord tau g h t the Our F a th e r to his followers. 
The p rayer is w ritten  on th e  walls of the  
convent in  th ir ty  different languages. They 
also visited a grotto  called th e  G rotto of th e  
Credo because it  is believed th a t  it  was there 
th a t  the  A postles assembled when they  com­
posed the  Creed called after them . N ext 
d ay , after satisfy ing  th e ir devotions and  
m aking a v isit to th e  Stone o f  the Ascension 
still bearing the  im prin t of J e su s ’ feet, they  
went to venerate th e  place where our Lord 
was betrayed  by Ju d a s , th e  G rotto of th e  
A gony and Our L ady’s Tomb.

Towards evening, our venerated  F a th e r 
re tu rned  to B ethlehem  where he was anxious­
ly  expected by all, because every one had  
m any a th ing  to speak about to him.

CREMISAN.

On th e  6th of M arch , our venerated Su­
perior G eneral s ta rted  for the  Salesian 
H ouse situated  some six or seven miles from 
B ethlehem , a t Cremisan. N otw ithstanding  
th e  bad  condition of the  roads, he w ent on 
foot. A s soon as he was in  sight, he was 
welcomed by loud shouts of joy. A fter m u­
tu a l greetings, they  all w ent back to the 
House. I t  did not take them  long to feel 
quite a t home w ith Don E u a , and to g a th er 
together in  the well decorated assembly hall, 
w here addresses of welcome succeeded one 
ano ther in  several languages. N ext day 
th e  same ha ll gave sh e lte r to the  same 
happy gathering , and  the  exercises of piety 
being over, an I ta lian  dram a, Emmanuelita  
Gonzales7 was produced w ith m uch success.

Before leaving C rem isan, Don R ua was 
conducted th rough  th e  vineyards where our 
boys are tra ined  in  the cu ltivation  of the  
vine. H e then  v isited  the  cellars w hich he 
found well stocked with wine. I t  is the  
only produce of th e  soil in  these p arts , b u t 
i t  is so difficult to se ll...., and yet, bread  
m ust be obtained!

BEITGEMAL.

A ccording to Don E u a ’s p lans, the 13th 
of M arch was given up to a v isit to our 
confrères of Beitgem al, and the  children of 
th a t  agricu ltu ral colony which is s ituated  
between Jerusalem  and  Jaffa. A t 10 o’clock 
he reached the  station  of D eyroban. There 
he was anxiously aw aited by the whole fam ­
ily of Beitgem al which escorted him w ith

m any expression of joy and affection, to th e  
agricu ltural school there. O ur Superior v is­
ited  carefully the  finely situated  H ouse of 
Beitgem al. In  order to form a good idea of 
the labours of his ch ild ren , he exam ined 
every th ing  c lo se ly , and ended by blessing 
a grotto  modelled on th a t of Lourdes. H e 
recommended the  children not to be satisfied 
w ith having  a grotto  and statue of O ur 
Lady in  their p lay-ground, b u t to endeav­
our to make th e ir heart a continual re s i­
dence pleasing to M ary and her D ivine Son, 
and to m ake th e ir stay in  them  daily  more 
p leasing by avoiding sin, and greeting  M ary 
each time they passed before her image.

Don E u a  left Beitgem al on the  14th in st. 
after having  consoled and encouraged all 
the  inm ates by his k ind  advice, and blessed 
the House to enable i t  to overcome th e  
thousand  and one difficulties of all so rts  
th a t  it  has to struggle against.

NAZARETH.
The very lim ited time a t  the  disposal o f  

Don E u a  prevented him from visiting  all 
the  in teresting  places so num erous in  the  
Holy L and , b u t he could n o t leave before 
going to N azareth , the  place where th e  I n ­
carnation of th e  Son of God took p lacey 
and where the  Salesians have a large  p lo t 
of ground. H e reached th ere  on the 15th a t  
l p . m .  after a journey by ra il ,  boat and  
carriage. He was received by th e  F ranciscan  
F ath ers  w ith th e ir well-known cordiality. 
They would not le t him  proceed before he 
had  taken  some refreshm ents. H e th en  
w ent to venerate the  place formerly occu­
pied by the Santa Casa. H e p ro stra ted  
him self before th e  a lta r on w hich is w ritten  : 
Verbnm caro hie factum  est — Here the W ord  
was made flesh. N ext m orning about 4 a .m . 
our Superior celebrated Mass on th is  same 
spot, and m ade a long thanksgiv ing , kneel­
ing on th e  ground trodden for th ir ty  years 
by M ary and her D ivine Son. O f all th e  
sanctuaries in the Holy L a n d , th a t  of N a­
zareth  is the one which certain ly  gives m ost 
consolation to all Catholic h ea rts , because 
here we do not find th a t  confusion o f rite s  
and  those rivalries which form th e  p lague 
of the pilgrim s to Jerusalem  and B ethlehem . 
A  v isit to  the  grounds bough t by Don Bel- 
loni, near the  sanctuary , filled up th e  tim e 
th a t  was left.

MOUNT CARMEL.

A fter re tu rn in g  to C aïpha, our trave lle rs  
started  for M ount Carmel to pray  a t th e
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places sanctified by tlie P rop lie t E lias, and 
wliere the first sanctuary  in  which public 
honour was given to M ary was erected. The 
reception given to Don R ua and his com­
panions by th e  P rio r of the  F ranciscans 
was one of those one never forgets and the  
rem em brance of which will always draw  
forth  words of thanks.

A  reg ister in  which visitors to th a t  sanc­
tu ary  jo t  down th e ir im pression was p re ­
sented to Don R ua, and our Superior wrote 
th e  following words. u A s one ascends this 
mountain , one thinks necessarily o f  those words 
oj the psalm ist : Quis ascendet in montem Do­
m in i f ...... innocens manibus et mundo corde.”

FROM CAIPIIA TO JAFFA.

Our travellers descended from M ount C ar­
mel on Sunday the  17th of M arch, after 
Mass which was celebrated in  the splendid 
C hurch of the  Carmelites. They intended 
to take the mail boat runn ing  from there to 
Jaffa in six hours, bu t a violent tem pest 
obliged them  to give up th a t  way and go 
by land. The Rev. F a th e r Alexis, Carm el­
ite, whose charity  has made him  known all 
over th e  Holy L and, kindly provided them, 
w ith  a carriage and necessary provisions 
for the  road. W e beg again  the  Rev. F a ­
th er to accept our most hearty  th an k s for 
his many acts of kindness towards our ven ­
erated Superior. The carriage left C aïpha 
a t 8 a. m. and reached Jaffa next day about 
10 a. m. W e will not a ttem pt even to m en­
tion the different surprises and accidents 
th a t journey was chequered w ith , bu t it  
gave our Superior and his companions lei­
sure to see the actual sta te  of the Holy Land 
and the  many efforts attem pted by the Jews, 
schismatics and p ro testan ts of all denom ina­
tions to spread the ir influence in the coun­
try . I t  confirmed him in his resolution to 
spare no efforts in  extending there the  be­
neficial effects of the Catholic Church.

DEPARTURE FOR BETHLEHEM.

The feast of the great St. Joseph is a grand  
day a t the O rphanage, and each and every 
one was resolved to keep it  well, the  more 
so as they had  invited  Don R ua for the 
occasion and th a t  the invitation  had  been 
accepted. A nd i t  was in order to keep his 
word th a t  Don R ua undertook the  long 
journey th a t we last m entioned. The chil­
dren saw him  back again in their m idst 
w ith th e  g reatest pleasure, and received him 
w ith dem onstrations of joy. B u t the thought 
th a t he would stop w ith them  only for a

day acted now and again upon their spirits 
like a very much unwished for damper, and 
when he bade them  farewell and spoke to 
them  for the  las t t im e , no one could help 
feeling a choking sensation in the th ro a t 
and tears in the eyes.

A t 3 p. m. on the 20th of M arch , Don 
R ua said good-bye to the  Holy L and for 
the  las t time, and went on boad the  Sindh 
S.S. a magnificent boat of the Messageries 
maritimes fleet. Some seven hundred  pas­
sengers, of whom more th an  two hundred 
were Syrian em igrants, were (*n board.

Scarcely had  the  doctor of the vessel, M. 
Petrow ski, heard  th a t the Superior of the 
Salesians, the successor of Don Bosco, had  
come on board, than  he hurried  to find him 
out and to offer him his p rivate  cabin, th in k ­
ing it  would afford g reater convenience 
for the celebration of daily Mass. The whole 
Salesian family feels gra tefu l for his delicate 
atten tion  to the ir beloved F ather. Some 
very charm ing acquaintances were made 
during  the course of the  voyage, and Don 
R ua was happy to find on board several 
Co-operators and friends of the Salesians, 
am ongst them  being M. Deschamps, a gen­
erous benefactor of the  Salesian O ratory 
a t Lille. These circum stances helped greatly  
to break the monotony and tediousness of 
the  sea voyage.

In  order to see a few Co-operators residing 
a t Cairo, Don Rua, Don A lbera and the  
M arquis of V illeneuve-Trans landed a t Port- 
Said and went by rail to A lexandria. I t  is 
well known th a t the railroad runs along th e  
Suez Canal and favours passengers w ith the 
charm ing spectacle know n as a mirage. A  
visit to the  pyramids and other curiosities 
came natu ra lly  into the program m e, w hilst 
staying a t Cairo.

The Rev. Je su it F a th ers , who received 
our travellers w ith the  warm est cordiality, 
accompanied them  to M atarieh w here the 
tree under which trad ition  tells us the Holy 
Fam ily rested in their flight into E gyp t, is 
to be adm ired. The house where Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph had  lived during their 
exile was nex t shown to Don R ua and his 
companions, and venerated by them . A fter 
a very brief stay  a t A lexand ria , Don R ua 
again em barked on board the Sindh , and 
after a prosperous voyage, reached Marseilles 
on the 29th of M arch a t 3 p. m.

æ
From  the  depth  of our hearts we th an k  

and bless D ivine Providence which has
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w atched over our dear Superior w ith p a ­
terna l care, preserving him th rough  danger 
and  difficulties, and rendering  his efforts 
and  labours fru itfu l for the salvation of 
souls.

•------------------------ -------------------------------------------------------------

FILIAL HOMAGE
TO

DON B0S00 AND TO DON RUA.

Our readers know th a t th e  O ratory of 
T urin  keeps fa ithfu lly  th e  24th of Ju n e , 
the  feast of our beloved F a th e r Don Bosco, 
and th a t  a special yearly hom age is offered 
on th a t day to his successor Don E ua.

This year also, these family feasts have 
been surrounded w ith all those hearty  m an­
ifestations , the  very soul of which is the 
joy  th a t the  entire family and our bene­
factors, m any of whom were p resent, feel. 
L etters and  good wishes arrived  in g reat 
num bers from the  Old and the  New W orld 
to rejoice and  console th e  h ea rt of our 
venerated  F a th er, Don E ua. A m ongst the  
num erous gifts we may m ention especially 
four large m etal candelabra, an  offering to 
th e  S anctuary  of M ary H elp of C hristians, 
by Don Bosco’s old pupils. There were also 
a  large oil-painting representing  the  Sue* 
cessor of Don Bosco, the  work of an  old 
pupil of th e  O ratory th e  pa in ter Eollini, 
some sacred ornam ents for Salesian Chur- 
ohes, vestm ents and  a lta r linen for our m is­
sionaries, etc., etc.

The diocesan D irectors of our Co-operators 
have, in  like m anner, w ritten  to express 
th e ir good wishes. To these some have also 
h ad  the  charity  to jo in  generous offerings 
destined  for the W orks and Missions of Don 
Bosco. B u t w hat p u t the  finishing touch 
to  our joy was the  good wishes of the Y icar 
o f Jesus C hrist, Leo X II I . ,  who had in tru s t­
ed  them  to our new Bishop , Mgr. C osta­
m agna who came from Eom e to tak e  p a r t 
in  th e  family festivities. To God our praises, 
an d  to the  Sovereign Pontiff, H is Y icar 
here below, our m ost grateful thanks.

The enthusiasm  and acclam ations evoked 
in honour of Don Bosco and Don E ua, were 
only surpassed by th e  shouts of deligh t 
d raw n from all hearts  by th e  filial venera­
tion  w ith  which they  regard  the  Successor 
o f S t P e te r.

FAVOURS AND GRACES
OBTAINED BY INVOKING

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS.

(Owing to the great number of communications we 
are continually receiving for insertion in this column 
we are obliged to lim it ourselves to the publication  
of a few extracts (as the expression, more or less, of 
the others) and the names of all those who desire 
to make public thanksgiving to their Celestial 
Benefactress. All manuscripts, however, are carefully 
deposited in the archives of the Sanctuary; and, 
perhaps, we shall one day be able to publish them 
in a separate volume in honour of our Heavenly 
Queen.—Ed.)

Freiburg, Switzerland, Feb. 2üd 1895.

V e r y  E e v e r e n d  F a t h e r  E u a ,

In  e rery  num ber of your m onthly B ulletin , 
you re la te  m any instances of graces obtained 
th rough  the  help and protection of M ary 
Help of C hristians.

I  consider it  my duty  to describe one of 
which I  was th e  object, some years ago, in  
like m anner th ro u g h  th e  help of O ur Good 
M other.

Together w ith th ree  friends or mine, I  
had  climbed to th e  sum m it of a m ountain 
to enjoy there  the  beautifu l view th a t  i t  
presents tourists w ith. The top of th e  
m ountain was about six thousand  feet h igh  ; 
th e  slope facing th e  south  was formed of 
steep rocks ris ing  to a heigh t of about four 
hundred  and tw enty feet from the  ground. 
I ts  n o rthern  slope was clothed w ith slippery 
g r a s s , do tted  here and there  w ith rocks 
ju ttin g  out, w ith a steep inclination of some 
10°. The slope term inated a t the  bottom  
with a ridge of rocks about forty five feet 
high.

W e were re tu rn ing  from the  summit, and 
had tak en  about two hundred  steps down 
the  la s t decline when I  slipped and fell. 
I  rolled down for a space of a hundred  and 
seventy or perhaps two hundred  yards with 
a dizzy speed which kep t on increasing 
every second. My fr ie n d s , in  m ute terror, 
w atched me ro ll in g , b u t were not able to  
help me w ithout runn ing  th e  same risk  
them selves. They th o u g h t th a t  i t  was all 
over w ith me.

Suddenly, and w ithout m eeting th e  least 
obstacle. I  stopped s h o r t , no t across th e  
line of th e  steepest slope, b u t parallel w ith 
it, and  with my head upperm ost. I  got up  
a t once , on my knees a t first,* I  had  only 
a scratch  on my face.
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Good God! W h a t did I  then  see before 
me? My Eosary stretched  out to its  full 
leng th  on the grass. I  knew a t once where 
help came from : i t  was O ur Good M other, 
Our L ady of th e  Holy E osary  who had  
saved me in  my dangerous course.

I  knew it  was a m iracle so m uch th e  more 
from che fact th a t  my E osary  had  been a t 
the  bottom  of one of my trousers pockets, 
underneath  my p u rse ; w hilst in  the  o ther 
there  were only a knife and  th ree keys, 
separate from each other. A ll these objects, 
very likely to fall out of them selves, were 
in  th e ir p lace; th e  E osary alone had  come 
o u t , while na tu ra lly  it  ough t to have been 
th e  last.

From  th a t day you may be s u r e , I  have 
redoubled my confidence in  the  Most Holy 
V irg in , and  I  have preserved towards her 
the deepest g ra titu d e  for th is  so visible 
m ark of her protection. A nd as fu rth er 
testim ony of th is g ra titu d e  and  also to acquit 
th e  debt which I  have contracted  tow ards 
her, I  beg you to publish  th e  p resen t le tte r 
in  your B ulletin .

I  enclose an offering of th irty  francs for 
your W orks.

M. B isc
Commissary.

P . S. 1 send you by postal order th e  sum 
of th ir ty  francs, of which tw enty are an 
offering from my sister-in-law , Miss E lizabeth  
B ru g g er, who also recommends herse lf to 
your prayers. The rem aining ten  francs 
are on my own account.

The following have also sent us relations 
of special favours they  have received, and 
desire to render public thanksg iv ing  to 
th e ir H eavenly Benefactress M ary H elp  of 
C hristians :—

Theresa Sayno, Milan; Rev. G. B. Tacchini, Va- 
razze; Frances Fragalà Vecchio, Piedimonte Etnio; 
Ernestine Donna, Turin ; Emilius & Elisa Signorelli, 
Pallanza; Isoletta Vitali-Rosati, Roma; Rev. V. 
Sacco, Foglizzo; Clare Bianchi, Sizzano, (for the con­
version of a dying person); Mary Razetti, Turin; 
Quinta Stella, Turin; Isabella Grossetti, Lù; Frances 
Gamberutti, Vigone; Mary Ann Rigo, Chieri; Frances 
Allerino, S. Bernardo; Michael Marco, S. Bernardo; 
Antony Abellonio, Pruicca; Pauline Ferrera, S. Ste­
fano Roero; Emilia Boero, Turin; Felicity Crotti, 
Turin; Bartholomew Carelli, Castelnuovo Calcea; 
Louis Cauda, Castilione (Turin); Jerome Marchisio, 
Caramagna; Margaret Bonisconti, Turin.

NOTES FROM OUR MISSIONERS.

THE SALESIAN MISSION OF BAHIA BLANCA 
IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

(Continued fro m  our last.)

A generous donation.—Prepara­
tions for a great solem nity.

A  noble P o rtu g u e se , an illustrions des­
cendant of the  celebrated Goffredo the  hero 
of the  Gerusalemme liberata, who possesses 
immense capital and has no children, th o u g h t 
it  his du ty  to invest p a r t of his fortune in  
pious works. W ithou t delay he se t to work 
and  ordered a C hurch w ith a College 
adjoining, ju s t  as we should have wished, 
ourselves. A t first we knew no th ing  of 
w hat he in tended  doing, and  already th e  
build ing was going on so well th a t  one could 
form a good idea of w hat i t  would be when 
finished, and adm ire th e  beauty  of it. I t  
was only then  th a t  th is charitable gentlem an 
told his Lordship, B ishop Cagliero, th a t  he 
in tended  giving the  whole build ing to the  
S a le s ian s , w ith  full liberty  to m ake an 
orphanage or college out of it  as they 
should th ink  best. The elegant Chapel was 
soon com pleted , and  there seemed to be a 
rivalry  among th e  people as to who should 
furnish  the  m agnificent m arble a l t a r , who 
th e  p u lp i t , who th e  la m p s , who th is  who 
th a t ,  and in  less th an  no time the  chapel 
was provided abundantly  with all necessaries, 
and  only stood in  need of the  consecration 
to be throw n open to the  public for D ivine 
worship. A t first we th o u g h t to have th a t 
ceremony perform ed on a scale in proportion 
to our feeble m ean s , b u t little  by little  it  
assum ed such dimensions th a t we ourselves 
were astonished a t it, and  could not bu t 
m arvel a t th e  wonderful change w hich had  
tak en  place in four years in  th is town. On 
th is  occasion the Salesians were honoured by 
th e  v isit of th e  first ecclesiastical and civil 
d ignitaries of th e  country.

W e commenced by inv iting  the P residen t 
of the  Eepublic, Señor Luis Saens P eña, ta  
take the  lead in  the  proceedings , and th e  
Most Eeverend A rchbishop of Buenos A yres 
as officiant in  th e  sacred function. W hen 
they  were both  m ade acquain ted  w ith  th e  
object of our festivities they  accepted readily  
and told us , the  first th a t  he would b ring  
all his family along w ith him , and the o ther 
an auxiliary Bishop and a considerable
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num ber of P riests. W hen we saw th a t we 
had  obtained so easily w hat, we had  asked 
for, and  even more th an  th a t, we were in  
a fine fix about th e  reception and the  
lodging for all those g rand  people. B u t 
our stupefaction ran  up a t th e  ra te  of eighty  
miles an hour w hen we were informed th a t  
not only all th e  notabilities of the city were 
coming to honour us by their presence, b u t 
th a t  from Buenos A yres a little  arm y of 
G o v ern o rs , M inisters prime and  otherw ise, 
g e n e ra ls , d o c to rs , members of scores of 
divers associations of all descriptions. A d ­
m irals, Arm y and Navy Officers and m any 
others, besides, h ad  started , and were coming 
along by forced m arches to be p resen t a t 
the  inaugura tion  se rv ices , and to form a 
w orthy escort to th e  P resid en t of the R e­
public.

B ut, yes, now begin our troubles and we 
are fairly a t our w its’ end. How ever are 
we going to find accommodation for all those 
people? I t  is no use asking ourselves the  
question a thousand  times, so we p u t our 
heads together and decide on im m ediate 
action, tru s tin g  in  Providence for th e  rest. 
O ur Superior F ather M ichael B o rg h in o , 
w ith his p ractical m anner so well know n 
to you, calls together our principal bene­
factors in  the  to w n , and th ere  and th en  
forms h a lf  a dozen committees to provide, 
one the lo d g in g s , another th e  v ictuals, 
ano ther t h i s , another th a t. A s for us we 
m ust reduce ourselves to the  sm allest compass 
possible, and a general removal and tu rn in g  
out of rooms commenced. B u t w hen all th e  
possible nooks and corners were filled with 
ou rse lv es , we found th a t  we had  been 
able to tu rn  out of six rooms only; in th e  
college same re su lt.

There they  were, twelve rooms in  all, as 
bare as when the  builders left them . B u t 
we could not leave them  like th a t.

A  m inute search was m ade th rough  the 
house to find som ething to p u t in  them , 
bu t no use, no th ing  was found.

So one of us took his h a t and w ent to 
one and another of our lady Co-operators 
to tell them  most private ly  and under th e  
g reatest possible secrecy our new trouble. 
In  less th an  a d a y , from th e  four corners 
of th e  city , carpets , chairs , beds and all 
th e  requisites to furn ish  th e  rooms w ith  a 
luxury  they were little  accustom ed to, 
arrived  by cartloads. There was ano ther 
of our troubles settled , and in  the  excitem ent 
caused by the  removal of all the fu rn itu re 
th a t came on like a s to rm , we had  not

noticed the storm  which had  gathered  on 
th e  face of our confrère to whose care was 
confided the  som ething th a t  we call choir. 
W hen  approached p rudently , we learn  from 
him th a t  all the  effect of his labours will 
be entirely  lost if a brass band  does not 
come to his assistance. B u t a brass band 
requires in s tru m en ts , and  excepting a few 
tin  cans and a penny d ru m , a relic of our 
las t Christm as tree, we had  noth ing  to bring  
forw ard in th a t  line. A nd even had  we 
found in s tru m en ts , we should have been 
a t a loss to find people to p lay them .

We determ ined to write to the  good S u ­
perior of our House a t Buenos A y re s , and  
to ask him to send, by the  next tra in , h is  
brass band, instrum ents and instrum entalists. 
So off w ent th e  le tte r! bu t, oh H eavens! 
w hat had  we done! T h a t m eant seventy 
more to be lodged for a week. B u t the  
House was full, th ere  was a bed in every 
corner. Besides t h i s , our kitchen is very 
sm all and the  num ber of our guests very 
largo. W ell, never m ind, we m ust arran g e  
som ething or o th e r , and Providence is so 
good! W hen we were ju s t  a t the  very end 
of our wits, in  came a gentlem an who 
charitab ly  placed a t our disposal his large 
storage rooms , which were readily  tu rn ed  
into dorm itories to afford accommodation for 
all. Some persons sen t in  m attresses r 
blankets, d inner services, etc. O thers were 
even so though tfu l as to send us a good 
supply of fowls, tu rkeys and so forth , th in g s 
which are som ewhat ra re  in  a Salesian 
kitchen.

B u t in  th e  m idst of all these preparations, 
time went by quickly, and some one had  
to go to meet our dear B ishop, M gr. Ca- 
gliero who was coming from P atagon ia.

Since his re tu rn  from Europe it  was the 
first time th a t he visited  B ah ia B ianca, 
and w hilst they  were away we set to work 
to prepare a reception not altogether u n ­
worthy of his person and  of the  g rea t love 
and esteem w hich we hold him  in. H e 
arrived here w ith his secretary F a th e r P i­
rola, a week before the  feast. The academy 
or soiree p repared  for h im , was attended  
by all the people of ran k  in  the  town, and 
his Lordship was exceedingly well received 
by th e  whole p o p u la tio n , who adm ired in  
him  th e  artis t, th e  A postle and th e  faithful 
reproduction of Don Bosco him self. T h a t 
little  family feast was b u t a prelude to 
g reater o n es , entailing  on us enormous 
labour, so we all went to work with renewed 
s tren g th  and courage. H ere a tem porary
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kitchen was established, there an arch e rec t­
ed, one looked after the  decorations, another 
the  illu m in atio n s, a th ird  w hilst p reparing  
th e  banquet hall k ep t an  eye on the  rehearsal 
of the theatricals , and even his Lordship 
Mgr. Cagliero took p a r t in  th e  work, by 
p ractising  our th ree hundred  and  odd boys 
to kiss th e  A rchbishop’s ring  in  all due 
form and style. Old F a th e r Time, as a rule, 
trave ls  very quickly b u t th en  he seemed to 
be sitting  on horseback galloping as fast as 
he co n ld , and betore we were well aware 
of it  we had  reached the 12th in s t.,—the 
appointed day for the  arrival of our dear 
guests. By the  same tra in  arrived  the 
brass band, a t whose disposal two splendid 
first class sleeping carriages had  been placed 
by the Railw ay Com pany. A t 9 p. m. a 
special tra in  b rough t the P resid en t of the 
Republic, the  A rchbishop and Bishops w ith 
o ther em inent guests. The saying motas in  
fine velocior had  found once more its re a l­
isation in us, and when we heard  the tra in  
steam ing in, w ith a proud sigh of satisfaction 
we could exclaim every th in g  is ready. 
Deo gratias!

Arrival off the P resident of the
R epublic, and the Right R ever­
end Archbishop.
A  few seconds a f te rw a rd s , the  echoes of 

a  b rillian t m ilitary m arch told us th a t our 
guests had  arrived. B u t here I  ought to 
tell you a little  instance of h is Lordship 
Bishop C agliero’s tac t and kindness. He 
had  sent a deputation  of clergy and boys, 
and  another composed of some of the  most 
em inent men in the  city, to th e  las t s ta tio n ,— 
where th e  presidential tra in  stopped a 
w hile,—to represen t, th e  former th e  college, 
th e  la tte r th e  city to welcome the  travellers 
in to  th e  d istrict.

A fter pay ing  th e ir homage to the A rch ­
bishop , they  waited to be presented to the  
P residen t. A t th is  jun ctu re , by order of 
th e  P re s id e n t , F a th e r P ir o la , the p riva te  
.secretary of Mgr. Cagliero, was inv ited  into 
his p rivate  carriage. The P residen t detained 
him for a considerable t im e , asking m any 
questions and  showing a deep in terest in 
D on Bosco and his Mission in  B ah ia B lanca. 
A nother incident showing forth  the  pious 
dispositions of the P resid en t of the  Republic 
took place a t his arrival a t B ahia.

As it  was getting  late, and as our visitors 
h ad  travelled  some six hundred  miles, all 
th o u g h t it  would be well for the  travellers 
to a t once gain the  houses where apartm ents

had  been prepared  for them  , and re tire  to 
rest. B u t the P residen t th o u g h t otherw ise, 
and directed the  cortège to take the way 
to th e  C hurch. The enthusiasm  was in d es­
cribable when the  long file of gala carriages 
passed th rough  the  rejoicing crowds. A r ­
rived a t the  C hurch the  A rchbishop entered 
first, and  our little  choristers of San Carlos 
rendered splendidly the  m agnificent Bene­
dictus by M adonno, and it  was only after 
receiving the Benediction of the  B lessed 
Sacram ent, and hav ing  given such a splendid 
example to his people th a t the  P residen t 
would receive th e  hom age of his subjects 
and re tire  to rest.

The nex t two days, th e  13th and 11th, 
were spen t by our illustrious guests in 
v isiting  the  city , th e  docks , th e  bay , the 
public buildings e t caetera. The evening 
was spent a t our little  theatre , on the  boards 
of w hich, our little  artis ts  did the ir utm ost, 
and if  they  did not p u t all the most cele­
b rated  actors in  th e  shade, i t  was certain ly  
not their fau lt or for w ant of good will.

Solem n Inauguration of the n ew
Church and College.

The blessing of th e  new C hurch had taken  
place p r iv a te ly , and all our efforts were 
concentrated on assuring  the  success of the 
in au g u ra tio n , which took place on the  fol­
lowing Sunday.

B u t it will perhaps be best to quote here 
the paper of the  town :— “ A little  after 11 
a. m. on Sunday, the  P residen t of the R epub­
lic , accom panied by his escort which was 
composed of members of th e  M unicipality 
and  o ther em inent personages, entered th e  
C hurch of La Pietà. A  hundred  men of 
the  10th regim ent of the  Line with th e ir 
brass band, had  taken  up th e ir position in  
front of th e  C hurch. I t  is not our in ten tion  
to describe here th a t  m agnificent bu ild ing, 
because thousands of visitors have already 
adm ired it  and  we ourselves could not do 
it justice. Im m ediately afterw ards, the s a ­
cred m inisters left the  sacristy  and Solemn 
H igh  Mass b e g a n , Bishop Cagliero being 
celebrant assisted by em inent clergy. On 
th e  l e f t , seats had  been prepared  for the  
Most R everend A rchbishop of Buenos A yres 
and his Coadjutor B ishop, Mgr. Espinosa, 
w hilst on th e  rig h t the  throne of the  celebrant 
was erected.

“ The P residen t with the m inisters, govern- 
ors and twelve generals occupied a row 
of seats in  th e  front near th e  A lta r rails,
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whilst a secón done was filled by distinguished 
civilians.

“ The band  and choir of San Carlos execut­
ed a  Mass w ritten  in  a really  devotional 
style, and which was much appreciated  by 
all. They were h ighly  com plimented by 
the  P residen t who declared th a t  not even 
excepting the  C athedral of B uenos Ayres, 
in  no C hurch had  he seen or heard  such 
beautiful services.

“ In  an eloquent sermon composed and 
delivered w ith g reat ta len t, the  Rev. F a th e r 
Camillo Giordano, S. J . ,  dem onstrated the 
necessity of a C hurch in  every town and 
v illage ......

“ W hen M ass was finished, the  P resident 
and other guests adjourned to the  adjoining 
College where th e  act of donation of the  
C hurch and College was read  by a solicitor, 
and  signed by the  P resident, th e  A rchbishop, 
B ishops Cagliero and E sp in o sa , th e  two 
first au thorities of B ahia B lanca and lastly  
by th e  solicitor himself. The P residen t of 
the  R epublic , in  a few w o rd s, declared 
him self honoured in a ttach in g  his signature 
to an  ac t of th is kind. H e praised th e  
generosity of th e  donor, and congratulated  
B ishop Cagliero upon the  gift m ade through 
him to the  Salesian Congregation, to which 
the  R epublic was already indebted for so 
m any benefits.

The speech was in terrup ted  and closed 
by loud and sustained applause, and a 
distribution of memorial m edals commenced, 
the  P residen t him self being the  d istributor.

The nex t day ough t to have seen a re ­
petition of the  preceding d ay ’s solemnities, 
b u t our distinguished guests could not stop 
w ith us any lo n g e r , th e ir num erous occu­
pations calling them  back to th e ir respective 
spheres of ac tio n } they left us in  the m orning, 
b u t not un til they had  again expressed their 
en tire satisfaction w ith all they  had  seen 
and heard . B u t a lthough we were sorry 
to lose these d istinguished  p e rso n s , the  
sacred functions were gone th rough  as fixed 
upon in  th e  p ro g ram m e, and  H igh  Mass 
was celebrated by F a th e r P iro la , and Mr. 
L ucchini’s m aster piece was rendered  by 
th e  choir. B u t th e  solem nities could not 
be closed w ithout B ishop Cagliero add res­
sing the  people. H e did so w ith his usual 
eloquence, and after thank ing , in Don Bosco’s 
n a m e , our generous b en e fac to r, and all 
those who in  any way had  taken  p a rt in  
our work, he thanked  our Lord for h av ing  
g ran ted  th a t  in  the  immense solitude of 
the  Pam pas a temple, erected to H is honour,

should a t last be found. H e pointed out 
th a t  th e  foundation of th a t  C hurch and  
O rphanage in a surburb of the  town would 
be a cause of developm ent to th e  city. 
H e based his assertion on w hat h ad  been 
w itnessed in Turin, Buenos Ayres and  San 
P au lo  in B razil, w here th e  Salesian H ouse 
and C hurch had  also risen  in an alm ost 
deserted s u b u rb , and had  been the  m eans 
of draw ing a crowded population into th a t  
d istric t.

G r e a t  l i o p e s  f o r  R a l l i a  B l a n c a ’s
future.
Bishop Cagliero spoke of th in g s w ithin 

his knowledge, and in fact, alm ost im m edi­
ately after the re tu rn  of th e  P resid en t to  
Buenos A y re s , the  daily papers gave long 
articles on th e  im portance of th a t  ris ing  
c i ty , confirming all th a t  his Lordship had  
said. I t  was called the fu tu re  Liverpool 
of the  A rgentine Republic. I t  was seriously 
spoken of establishing a t th e  entrance o f  
its m agnificent bay a naval p o r t ,  and th e  
necessity of extending th e  railw ay lines was 
clearly sh o w n , which would then  p u t it  in  
communication w ith all th e  M idland p rov ­
inces , and even w ith Chili. A nd if th a t  
were accom plished w hat fu tu re  would no t 
B ahia B lanca have to look forw ard to, both 
from a strateg ical and commercial po in t 
of view! S ituated  in  a central position on 
the  A rgentine sea-board, and  alm ost in  th e  
same la titude as th e  naval po rt of th e  rival 
n a t io n , it  would be a m atch for its  naval 
forces. H e re , to o , in about tw enty four 
h o u rs , m ilitary and naval forces can come 
from all p a rts  of th e  country. A s a centre 
of commerce it  embraces a large productive 
zone and would, doubtless, in  a short time, 
become a rival if  not a superior city to 
Buenos A yres, on account of all the  ad v an ­
tages i t  can claim. The entrance to its  
harbour is easier and  will become less and  
less ex p en siv e , and also th e  distance from 
most p arts  would be shortened because o f  
the  difficulties of reaching  Buenos Ayres.

These reasons and  others similar, and  th e  
not a t all im practicable idea of m aking i t  
the capital of the  province, assure no t only 
the  possibility of a glorious fu tu re  b u t m ake 
it  a m atter of fact. A nd in  view of th is  we 
also work w ith more zeal and ardour a t  th e  
foundation of th a t  p ro sp e rity , nam ely its 
moral and religious progress and stability , 
w ithout which no m aterial progress can la s t 
or be useful.
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Our dear Bishop, Mgr. C ag lie ro , before 
re tu rn in g  to P a tag o n ia  preached a short 
R etrea t to the  children belonging to our 
College and th e  S isters’ H o m e, thus re ­
m aining another week w ith us, and affording 
us thereby g reat pleasure and  benefit.

A nd now our festivities were a t an end, 
and  th an k s be to G o d , to the  general 
satisfaction.

W e have resum ed our usual occupations, 
th an k in g  God, W ho so visibly protects and 
helps us th rough  our Benefactors and Co- 
operators } we tru s t  th a t  w hen these presen t 
buildings have become too sm a ll, as they  
soon will b e , they  will again  help us w ith  
th e ir a lm s , prayers and influence to erect 
w hat th e  times require.

B u t now I  m ust finish , hav ing  already  
gone beyond all reasonable lim its. H oping 
th e  n arra tion  will afford you consolation, 
dear R everend F a th e r , I  p resen t you w ith 
th e  k ind  regards and  filial love of your sons 
of B ahia B lan ca , and  ask a blessing for 
them  and particu larly  for

Your son in J .  C.
Charles D alP E ra ,

Salesian Missionary.

-— ------------ -----------------------------------------------

TH E STORY OF THE ORATORY
OK

DON BOSCO’S OPENING APOSTOLATE.

C h a p t e r  Y I I .  —  fContinued.)

A  word, a sign, sometimes a mere glance 
was enough to check a conversation, p reven t 
a  d isorder and impose silence on four 
hundred  and more young tongues. Once 
they  were all busy runn ing , p lay ing  and 
shouting when D on Bosco w anted to speak 
to  them  : a t  a sign from his hand  all c la tter 
and games ceased a t once, and  they  gathered  
round him  to hear his orders. A t th is s igh t 
a  carabineer who had  been stand ing  looking 
on  for some time, could not help exclaim ing : 
“ I f  th is  p riest were a general of an  arm y 
he would be able to fight aga inst th e  most 
w arlike armies in  th e  world, and be quite 
sure of v icto ry .”

In  connection w ith  war and  soldiers, i t  
will be well to remember th a t  in  those days 
people began to ta lk  of revolutions and 
popular outbreaks in  many p arts  of Ita ly  ;

hence th is affection and obedience on th e  
p a r t of th e  boys gave a new impulse to the  
absurd  saying th a t Don Bosco, w ith th e ir 
aid, m ight become a dangerous m an, and a t 
some time or o ther excite a revolution in  
the  city. This idle ta lk  found credence w ith  
the  local authorities, and especially w ith th e  
M arquis de C avour, fa ther of the  famous 
G ustave and C am illo , th en  Governor of 
T u rin , th a t  is to say C hief of the  city 
au thorities. Some time before, he had  seen 
Don Bosco in  th e  fields of the  so-called 
C ittad e lla , s ittin g  on th e  ground in  the  
m idst of a crowd of boys. H e was try ing , 
in  th a t  sweet m anner of his, to instil in to  
the ir m inds some good religious and m oral 
thoughts. Cavour asked :

—“ W ho on ea rth  is th a t  p riest in  the  
m idst of those little  urchins'?”

—“ I t  is Don Bosco” was the  answer made 
him.

—“ Don Bosco! O he is a fool” -sa id  the am i­
able M arquis—“ otherw ise he would be a m an 
fit to be brough t into the  S enate .”  H e m eant 
to say th a t he deserved to be p u t in  the  
prisons of the palace, still called the  Senate.

W ith  these absurd  notions of his, we shall 
no t be surprised th a t he d id  and said  w hat 
is now going to be related .

The M arquis had  Don Bosco summoned 
to the  m unicipal palace, and after a long 
discourse about th e  false reports then  spread 
about the  O ratory and its D irector, he wound 
up by say in g :—

“ I  am quite persuaded th a t the m eetings 
of your boys are dangerous, and therefore 
I  cannot to lerate them . Take my advice 
then , my dear Don Bosco, leave these rascals 
alone, because they  will only prove a nuisance 
to yourself and a trouble to th e  public 
au th o rities .”

D on Bosco answ ered: —
—“ I  have 110 o ther aim, my Lord M arquis, 

th an  to better th e  condition of these poor 
ch ildren  of th e  people. I  do not ask  for 
money ; I  ask only to be able to gather them  
together in  some place w here they m ay stay  
and amuse them selves. My object is to 
preven t them  from w andering about th e  city, 
and also to in stru c t them  in Religion and 
good m anners. By th is m eans I  hope to be 
able to dim inish th e  num ber of street-roughs 
and  inm ates of the p risons.”

—“ You deceive y o u rse lf ,”  replied th e  
M arquis, “ and you are throw ing all your 
labour to the winds. A nd  then , where shall 
you find the  m eans to pay for lodgings, and 
to bear the  expenses which these vagabonds
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cost? I  tell you a g a in , th e re fo re , th a t  I  
cannot allow these m eetings any longer.77

—“ The resu lts already obtained assure me 
th a t  I  do not labour in vain . Many boys, 
who had  been entirely  neglected, have been 
already gathered  together and freed from 
evident danger of irréligion and im morality. 
They have been sen t to learn  some trade or craft 
under a good m aster, to the g reat advantage 
of them selves, of the family, and of society. 
M aterial means, up to the present, have not 
failed m e; they are in  the  hands of God, 
W ho is accustom ed w ith little  to do m uch, 
and even from noth ing  to draw  all th in g s .77

—“ Be patien t, Don Bosco, obey me w ithout 
ra ising  difficulties, and  promise me to break 
up these m eetings.77

—“ G ran t me th is  favour, my Lord M arquis, 
not for myself, b u t for the  good of so m any 
boys, who would perhaps end badly, w ithout 
th is  O ra to ry .77

This noble resistance on the  p a r t of Don 
Bosco, annoyed th e  M arquis, who answered, 
somewhat in  a n g e r:—

—“ Be silent, I  am not here to argue the  
point w ith you. Y our O ratory is a disorder, 
which I  will and  m ust p revent. A re you 
ignorant, perhaps, th a t  every assembly is 
prohibited, where i t  is not legally  perm itted?77

—“ My assem bly,77 replied Don Bosco, not 
in  th e  least intim idated, “ has no political 
aim, b u t is purely religious. I  only teach 
C atechism  to poor boys, w ith th e  permission 
and  approval of th e  A rchbishop .77

—“ Is the  A rchbishop inform ed of these 
m atters?77

—“ H e is fully informed, since up till now 
I  have not taken  a step w ithout his consent.77

—“ I f  th e  A rchbishop were to tell you to 
desist from th is  ridiculous u n d ertak in g , 
would you raise any difficulty?77

—“ None a t all : I  have begun th is work 
and  have carried i t  on up till now, w ith the  
advice of my E cclesiastical Superior, and a t 
a  simple sign from h im , I  will abandon it 
a t  once.77

—“ Very well, go away now ; and I  will 
see th e  A rchbishop. I  hope th a t  you will 
no t show yourself obstinate against his 
orders. O therwise I  shall be obliged to adopt 
severe m easures.77

T hus term inated th a t  conversation, followed 
afterw ards by o ther d isturbances no less 
unpleasant, w ith w hich th e  enemy of the  
hum an race tried  to beat down Don Bosco7s 
courage and destroy his work.

Ch a pt e r  V III .

N e w  a n d  f i n a l  n o t i c e  t o  q u i t - T h e  
w o r d  o f  a  p r o p h e t  a n d  t h e  t e a r s  
o f  a  f r i e n d —D o n  15o s e o  i s  t u r n e d  
o n t  o f  t h e  R e f u g e —A b a n d o n e d —A  
l u n a t i c  of* a  n e w  k i n d —A  p i l g r i m ­
a g e  t o  t h e  M a d o n n a  d i  C a m p a g n a  
—T h e  r i n g i n g  o f * th e  b e l l s .

A n illustrious F rench  w r i te r , in a little  
treatise  on Don Bosco and his work, when 
speaking of th e  boys who attended  the  
O ratory in  th e  b eg in n in g , m ade use of a 
beautifu l simile w hich I  am glad to record 
h e re :—“ J u s t  as on a w in ter’s d ay 77, he 
writes, “ the little  birds are seen gathering  
together in  num bers, where a providential 
h and  has scattered  the  gra in  which is to 
feed them  ; so num bers of little  children and  
boys, whom th e  world cares not fo r, were 
throng ing  in  crowds round Don Bosco.77

H e spoke th e  tru th , since, as m any a t the  
p resen t day are fully a w a re , C atechism , 
instructions , sermons , edifying s to ries , be­
coming conversations and  p leasan t am use­
m ents, which Don Bosco gave them  in th e ir 
days of g reatest danger, were the  very m eans 
which saved them  from irréligion, from im ­
m orality and bad ways ;—they  were th e ir 
salvation and th e ir life. “ B u t77, to continue 
the pleasing comparison, “ju s ta s  it sometimes 
happens th a t  an  ill-natured  person frigh tens 
away th e  b irds th a t are pecking a t th e ir 
food, and  forces them  to look for more 
elsewhere, so did it  happen more th a n  once 
to the  first children of Don Bosco, the  little  
birds of the  O ratory. T h e y , to o , were 
constrained to fly first from th e  C hurch of 
St. F rancis d 7Assisi, then  from th e  Ospi- 
daletto, nex t from the  Molini in th e  city, 
afterw ards from St. P e te r in V inculis, again  
from th e  M oretta h o u se , and finally from 
the  spacious field,77—as we are now about 
to relate.

A fter the  conversation w ith the  M arquis 
de Cavour, Don Bosco th o u g h t th a t  he would 
have been able to pass some tim e in  peace 
w ith his boys. How great th en  was his grief 
when upon re tu rn in g  home from th e  Palazzo 
di C i t tà , he found a le tte r in  w hich the 
b ro thers Defilippi gave him  notice to qu it 
th e  field w hich they had  let him for the  
whole year ! — “  Y our boys7 7, wrote these 
gentlem en, “ with their continual tram pling  
on our field, will destroy the very roots of 
th e  grass. W e a r e , how ever, content to 
rem it the  ren t now due, on condition th a t
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you leave us free to en ter our field again  
w ithin a fo rtn igh t. W e cannot g ran t you 
a  longer de lay .77

A nd so poor Don Bosco had  to m ake his 
bow and go elsewhere. There seemed to be 
a net-w ork of deep-set plots ; b u t they were 
only tria ls  which O ur Lord sen t to Don 
Bosco, in  order to bring  out more prom i­
nen tly  the  work to which he had  set his 
hand .

W hen the news of these and other dif­
ficulties, which arose a t every s te p , got 
about, some friends of Don B osco , instead  
of encouraging him to persevere , began to 
suggest to him to abandon th e  undertak ing  
altogether. Some of them  who saw th a t  he 
was always th ink ing  about the  O ratory, th a t  
he did no t seem to know how to tea r him self 
away from the b o y s , th a t  he was always 
v isiting  during  th e  week, where they were 
working, th a t  on feast days he looked after 
them  w ith a more th a n  fatherly  tenderness, 
in  short th a t  he was always speaking to 
them  or of them , began to th in k  th a t he 
was perhaps afflicted w ith monomania and 
on th e  way to become mad. F o r th is  reason 
they  tried  to d is trac t him  as m uch as they 
could. One day th a t  incom parable friend 
of his, th e  theologian Borei himself, in  the 
presence of F a th e r Sebastian P a ce h io tti, 
another pious p riest a ttached  to th e  Refuge, 
began to speak to him  th u s :—

—“ My dear Don B osco , in  order no t to 
place us in  danger of losing e v e ry th in g , it  
is  b etter to save a p art. L et us, then , send 
away nearly all the  boys in  the  O ratory, 
keeping only about tw enty of the  youngest. 
W hilst we are occupying ourselves w ith  
these few, God will open for us the way to 
do more, providing us w ith m eans and a 
suitable p lace .77

Don Bosco, who even th en  foresaw w hat 
by D ivine mercy really  happened la te r on, 
like a person certain  of w hat he s a id , 
answ ered :—

—“ You know F a th e r ,  how h ard  it  has 
been for us to rescue from th e  p a th  of evil 
so large a num ber of b o y s , and how well 
they have corresponded to our cares. My 
opinion is, therefore, th a t  it  would not be 
rig h t for us to abandon them  to them selves 
and  to th e  perils of the  world again, as th is  
would prove very dangerous to their souls. 
You b ring  forward as reasons th e  w ant of 
place and  means. There is no need to 
be afraid, since place and m eans are both 
ready : th ere  is a beautiful house, an am ple 
play-ground, wide cloisters and a magnificent

C hurch w ith P r ie s ts , c le r ic s , ca tech istsr 
m asters and assistants, ready a t a s ign .77

—“ B ut where are all these things'?7’ asked 
th e  good theologian.

—“ I  cannot say where they  are now ,” said 
Don Bosco, “ b u t they do exist and they  are  
for u s .77

W hen F a th e r Borei heard  these words, 
he was, as he him self assured u s , when 
n arra tin g  the story in  after years to some 
of our oldest m em bers, deeply moved. I t  
seemed to him th a t  in th is  assertion th ere  
was a clear proof of the m adness of his dear 
friend, and he exclaimed : “ Poor Don Bosco ! 
certainly his head has given w ay.77 Then 
not being able to control his pent-up feelings 
any longer, he approached him, kissed him  
and th en  w ent away shedding warm tears. 
F a th e r Pacchiotti, too, looked a t him  com­
passionately, and saying : “ Poor Bon Bosco ' 7, 
also re tired  in sorrow.

(To be continued).
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E d i t o r ia l  O f f i c e .— P u b l is h in g  O f f i c e :

Oratorio Salesiano , T u r i n , I t a l y .

This Magazine is sent gratis to Catholics 
who manifest a desire to become Members 
of the Association of Salesian Co-operators, 
and concur in helping our Society in any 
way whatsoever.

Gerent, GIUSEPPE GAMB1N0.—Salesian Press.—Turin, 1895.



AD VER TI,SEMENTS. n i .

TH8 8A0R8Ö M8ÀRT RBYIBW,
A C a th o lic  F a m ily  P a p er .

One of the brightest and most readable 
of our Catholic Magazines.

Recommended by the Ecclesiastical Au­
thorities of New England and elsewhere; 
and by all commended for its clear, 
correct, moderate and dispassionate state­
ment and discussion of the Catholic 
attitude on the burning religious and 
moral questions of the day.

Published every Saturday, under the 
auspices of the Clergy of the Archdiocese 
of Boston, by the Eev. John O’Brien.
Business department : 258 Washington Street, Boston, Ü.S.A.
Yearly Subscription, Two Dollars.

the  Illustrated latholic liss ion s.
Illustrated Catholic Missions is an excel­

lent monthly publication, full of inter­
esting, edifying, and instructive reading 
and missionary enterprise ; is well printed 
and beautifully illustrated.

Published at: 19, Henrietta Street, 
Covent Garden, London.

Annual subscription, Post Free . . .  3s.

An interesting quarterly illustrated 
record of Foreign Missions in connection 
with St. Joseph’s Society of the Sacred 
Heart. For particulars write to the Yery 
Eev. Superior, St. Joseph’s College, Mill 
Hill, London, N. W.

AN ORGAN OF CATHOLIC WORKS.

Printed in connection with the Salford 
Protection and Rescue Society.

Is a well-conducted and highly in­
teresting illustrated monthly.

The cause of destitute Catholic children 
is very efficiently pleaded in its columns, 
and there is no dearth of bright and en­
tertaining reading.

The H a r v e s t !  costs only is. 6d. a year, 
post free. Every Catholic family in Great 
Britain should subscribe for it.

Subscriptions to be sent to the Editor 
of T h e  H a r v e s t  , Bishop’s House, Sal­
ford.

TUB POOR SOULS' PMBNfi 
and S i Joseph's Monitor

A monthly Magazine, devoted, as its 
name implies, to the Interests of the 
Holy Souls in Purgatory. It pleads most 
eloquently the cause of the “Dear Ones 
Departed,” and it is impossible to read 
its pages without becoming interested in 
this most pathetic of Catholic devotions. 
Specimen Copies sent free to any address 
from : the Office of the Poor Souls’ 
Friend, Chudleigh, Devon. Subscription 
Is. 6d. per annum.

Ihe tooth ffriean êatholie la m in e s

An excellent monthly publication of 
Catholic stories and general literature* with 
the rosy brilliancy of the South looking 
out from every page. The editor runs a 
“Children’s Corner” which, we venture 
to say, is without a rival in contemporary 
journalism.

Subscription 10s. per annum, throughout 
South Africa. Business communications 
to be sent to Mr. J. C. O’Eeilly, Hofmeyer 
Chambers, Cape Town, S. Africa.



IV. THIS MAGAZINE IS NOT FOR SALE: IT IS GIVEN AWAY TO THE
SALESIAW CO OPERATORS.

alesian School,
S U R R E Y  HOUSE,  S U R R E Y  LANE,

B A T T E R S E A , LONDON, S .W .

DIRECTED AND TAUGHT BY THE SALESIAN FATHERS.

$|íHE principal object of this School (which is distinct 
from the Orphanage) is to provide a classical education 
at a moderate charge for those boys who desire to study 
for the priesthood. The course is arranged to meet the 
requirements of the College of Preceptors and the London 
University Examinations. Special advantages are offered 
for the study of Modern Languages, which are taught 
by native Professors. Boys who have no vocation for 
the Ecclesiastical state are prepared for any other career 
that they may wish to follow. The House is surrounded 
by a large garden and playground, and is situated in 
a most healthy locality, a few minutes’ walk from the 
Park.

For particulars apply to the Superior, the Very Rev. 
Father Macey, 64, Orbel street, Battersea, London, S.W.


